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In the County of. Ess kx. * 


ConTAINING 
A General Account of the 


Place, whence derived—State of 


the Town under the Britans, Ro- 


mans, Saxons, Danes, Norman 

_ Kings and their Sueceſſors The 
Trade of the Town, Market-Days 
and Fairs, Privileges, Charters, 
Half- year Lands, Bounds and 
Extent of its Liberties—Govern- 
ment of the Corporatin— hy 
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ſeveral Pariſhes and whale Livings 
—Gifts and Benefactions to the 
Corporation and their Pariſhes — 


Account of the Free Schools 


Together with a complete Lift of 

the Members of Parliament of 
this Borough from the Reign of 
Edward the Firſt to the preſent 
Time—With many wats inter- 


5 eſting Particulars. 


M2 2 8 and... dt 8 1 od 


| Selected from the moſt approved Authors. | 


n * ©) — 


r ron — 


— — 
— 
* 


La —_ 


COLCHESTER: 


PRINTED AND SOLD BY J. 'FENNO, 


** 


| BOOKSELLER, PINDER, AND STATIONER, OPPOSITE run 30808 
IN THE HIGH STREET. © 


PI EPS EY ! - N 


— 


MDCCLXXSI%S, _ 


16 


ä — — — 
* 
* 
1 
* 
LY 
K 
— 
1 
* 
* 
5 £ 
| . 
— | 
1 : | 
. 
a 
* 
+ * 
| * 
* 
— 
— 
+ 
þ 
* 
| 2 
| * 
| * 
- | 
= po p 
% 
ö . 
| ? 
m— 
. 
h 
| 
* 
- 
: 
. 
* 
= 
* 
* 
| - 
* 
* 
* 
| * » 
+ * R L 
F | | 
— 
. 
= = - 
* 4 -# $4 
= p i . 
* 
: * 
% | | 
* | | | 
* | | | | 
* 
| bt 
* 
Fd ; 
* - 
; : | 
x 
; 
* 
j 
- . 
* 
x 
7 — re" 
WEE” 


— —— — — 1 —— — — —— — 


* * 
FP i . 2 £2 1 — 2 229 222 I —. — 2 2 — 6.4 = * 
* * ”= 
* 1 3 [ * — 
— — — 
5 .— 


To the READER. 


T: E Editor of this Work, from the recent 
encouragement conferred on his late Publication,* 

thinks he ſhould be much wanting in duty and 
gratitude, was he not at this time to return his 
moſt heart- felt thanks for their warm reception of 
a Work which was become ſo ſcarce, and perhaps 
in a few years, not a ſingle copy would have been 
found in the hands of any one; but, by their 


ſupport, many may be found in various parts of 
the country a century hence, 


THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF 


15 COLCHESTER, equally, (if not more ſo) calls 


for your generous aid and encouragement, as it 
will. be found not only uſeful to travellers, but 
likewiſe to thoſe who refide in or near the fame z ; 


being a Work capable of furniſhing them with an 


extenſive knowledge of the moſt uſeful and inter- 


eſting particulars of that ancient place. 


As this Work is chiefly collected from the late 
celebrated Mr. Mox Ax r, whoſe indefatigable in- 


duſtry in the ſelecting every thing that was in the 
leaſt curious or worthy of reinark. paſt not un» 


noticed by him, the 8 will be careful in 
not 
*The Siege of Colcheſter. FL 
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not omitting ſuch as appears uſeful or inſtructing, 


but only ſuch as contain the diſputes of opinion 
with various Authors of Hiſtory of this and other 
counties. | | | 


| Concerning the materials from which this Work 

was collected, it may not be improper to ſay, that 
they lie for the moſt part ſcattered in bulky vol- 
umes, which equally forbid the purchaſe of the 
poor, and diſcourage the peruſal of the opulent. 


The following Compilation, may therefore lay 
claim to the 8 of the public, as convey- 
ing a fund of information, at preſent unknown bo 


many, even of the oldeſt inhabitant. 


It is no ſmall ſatisfaction to the Editor to learn 


from every quarter of this and the neighbouring 
counties, that his endeavours to give the public 
_ pleaſing and profitable communications meet with 


general approbation ; and, that he no ſooner com- 


pletes one Publication, but he introduces another 
as a fit companion with the former. | 


| He Aatters himſelf that his numerous as. 
. he is happy to find increaſing) have ob- 
ſerved the great exertions made by him in his for- 
mer Work; and aſſures them, that he will in this 
alſo, preſerve not only with affiduity the ſeveral _ 
Heads, but likewiſe adorn it with ſuch En- 
gravings as will elucidate the Stores of Antiquity; 
Hiſtory and Science. 
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ANTIQUETIES 


COLCHESTER. 


| General Account of the Place. 


H E ancient town 1 colcheſter He in the 
| north-eaſt of the county of Efſex, fifty-one 
> meaſured miles from London; the fituation 
> it is very conyenient, for it ſtands ſo near the ſea 
as to have all the advantages of it; excellent fiſh, 


eſpecially oyſters and water-carriage, the hoys and :- = 
lighters. coming. up to the Hythe; and it hes far 55 
enough from. the ſea to be free from damps and all 


noxious vapours. The town ſtands upon the north 
fide of a, fine eminence, riſing gradually from the 
Tiver Colne, which waters the north and eaſt ſides of 

it, by chat means agreeable proſpetts appear on every 
| fide, Tome extending even ſeveral miles into the coun- 
Sn and that pm greatly contributes to the health - 
bo . i fulneſs, 


, 


the ſurface of the ground; but the water in many is 


happen. . 


; fulneſs, as well as pleaſantneſs of the place. The ſoil 
is various; within the walls it is ſandy, chiefly a rich 


black ſand, which is very ſuitable for gardening, and 
all ſorts oſ roots; and, for that reaſon, the town is 
better ſupplied with things of that nature, than moſt 


places in the kingdom, except London: in general 
the ſoil is ſandy, and upon that account a wet ſeaſon 


is moſt agreeable, and it ſuffers much in a drought. 


In ſome parts within the walls is a fine yellow gravel, 


ſixty foot from the ſurface of the earth. Though the 


town ſtands on the ſide of a high hill, vet it is well 
ſupplied with water, the north and loweſt part of it is 
waſhed by the river Colne : many fine ſprings riſe in 
divers places, particularly one near Magdalen-Street, 


called Childwell; another in the Caftle-Lands ; another 


dovn the Balkon-Hill, &c. but none are medical. Wells 


are alſo common even in the higheſt parts of the town, 
and well ſupplied, though ſome are twenty yards wow 
hard. About the year 1620, pipes or trunks were 
laid down for conveying water from a ſpring i in Chiſwell 
Meadow, at the north-weſt part of the town, in the 
pariſh of St. Mary, which ran through one of the arches 


at the Balkon, into the Three-Crowns garden, from whence 
| the chief part of. the town was well ſupplied with ex- 
cellent ſpring water. Theſe waters continued in a 

flouriſhing condition for near thirty years, they were 


afterwards neglected, and ſoon came to nothing, to 


the great prejudice of the inhabitants, and the inex- 


preſſible danger of the . in caſe a . TR 


Over 


F 


THE 
Over the river Colne, are three bridges; North- 
Bridge, leading to North-Gate; Eoft-Briage,” to Faft- 
Gate; and the Hythe-Bridge, at the Hythe ; the middle 


one is of timber, the other two of brick. Theſe 
bridges are now kept up 4 the Corporation. Gi 


14 14 


wil | ö 5 1 —5— pita $3 en, 
The great or main 1 


H E firſt ſtreet as you come into the town from 
London, is Crouch-Street. | 
That part which is continued in a ſtraight line be- 
yond Head-Gate, is Gutter-Street. 
The firſt ſtreet within Head-Gate, as far as che Three 
Crowns, is Head-Street. 
From thence to North=Gate,. is + North-Hil 


The ftreet leading from NOT to o North-Bridge, 


is Middleburgh. 


From the Bri age towards Mo le-End, is North-Street, 


alias, Ch. Lane. 


The great or main terer from the Tiptr-C rb to 


Eafi-Gate, is the High-Street, or Market-Place, ws of 
it was formerly called Corn-Hill. | 


Near All-Saints Church, it is named King-Street ; and 


— 1 


that part of it which runs along the wall of the late 


Grey Friers was anciently called Frere or Freris-Street.. 
Without N is Oe beyond d chat, = 


: Street.” 


Ofturich; to St. Botolph's-Gate, is Queen! reel. an 


called Sauth-Gate-Street. 1 
* * = Without 


"From the High-Street, by the caſt-end'of Ml-Sainte + 


443 


Without "NN gate, St. A! Street, boecuoe. 
called Sauth- Arge. 

The long ſtreet leading fram thence. to the Hpthe, is 
called MagdalensStreet, becauſe part of it lieth in the 


Pariſh of St. Mary Magdalen; though in reality the 
greater part of it is in the pariſhes of St. Botolph, St. 


Giles, and St. Rumuald; it was anciently called Heth- 
Street, becauſe it leads to the Hythe : but when it firſt 
turns out of St. Bitolph'5-Street, it is called Grub-Street, 
From the High-Street, by the eaſt-end of St. Nick 
lays Church, winding to It, Bab Goes, is Wyre, | 


4 


| , , FG 
- 
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| - Sorewell or — is that which leads Gal 
1 ſauth- caſi from Gutter=Street, or ee tg, St. 
if 19545 $a 

. The Lanes a Alleys, 

[ N 6 on the nerds. is Rimgh- Alg, 

| Wee Alechoufe, formerly + Zlngh, nne 
14 Lo: The Balkon, or Bal Lane, blind along. the, 
| Balkon in the town-wall, on the ſou Aide, is Maldon- 


| 

1 . leading towards e hg under Part of 3 = 
| 1 in Aich were n the buns Sr 

| ſhooting at with bows and arrows: It was anciently 

_  called- Holmer's»-Lane, and alſo. Lyard-Lane, becauſe 
leading 10 Layer, which aan er en 


e 5 571 
8 1 "In 
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In Heed-Street, on the weſt-ſide, is Church. Lane, ear 
Head-Gate ; and higher up, Mar rw, hath. Wa- | 
ing to St. Mary's Church. | 

On the eaſt-fide 18 Sir e Rebow's, Walk, » la 
leading from Head- gate towards. Schere gate. : 

\CulvernLane, or the Backs Lune, reaching, frm this 
rect as far as Queen's-Street : There comes into, it 
Trinity-Lane, or Schere-Street, going by the weſt-end of 
Trinity-Glurch, and leading to Selere Gde. 

The Lion-Walk, facing the back gate of the Red. Lion | 
Inn, was very called Cat-Lane;; alſo part pole 
ren. 

By Trinity Prone: Rows. gen is. Ams-hayſe-Lonn;, and. 7 

eaſt of the ſame, Elde-Lane, which falls into Wyre-Streets | 
On North-Hill, on the eaſi-dide; is Duck- Lane; near 


which is the Ciftern-Yard, wherein water was. formerly ne 


brought by leaden pipes. from, Clifell-Meadew.., 
At the end of Duck-Lane, more eaſt, is Lit. Eil. 
Qn the weſt-ſide there are only a few, vd 
houſes, — without any authentie names. | 
Without r. 0 the ire bee Bea, 
hip oe fall-LTard. he | 
On the weſt-fide the mente, in niche is 
| the Shepen, or Rayner Lune. it 
"Saves... * 6 3 
The lanes in the High-Strect, on the nonb⸗ e as 
Angel- Lane, formerly called Meſt- Stockꝛvell- &reet. 
Bear-Lane, or St. nen ee called 


ee, | . 
The 


85 6 he 1 5 | 
RD TS 
St. Helen's-Lane, in which Aran Rood St. Helen's 
Chapel it is vulgarly called Tennant” Lane, but anci- 
ently was named Maidenburgh-Street. n 
Two nameleſs Lanes, leading i into ON gli bail. 
There formerly food a LO wall . to the 
Calle. ie ift eee e 4 3 f. 

On the ſouth-ſide, is s Pelham Lane, formerly called 
inniger s-Lane, the further” end whereof comes into 
Cubver-Lane. * 47 GOL IBU IN? e AM ihe 2" et 
The Lanes and Yards in the Aukel- Lane: On the | 
N is the Dromedary, or Oftrich-Yard. ad 

ate, Ml, ire, r. the e of St. Martin S 
CY ir 211 to N65 
At the bottom of St. Martin's: Lune, is the Ball- Atty. 
Between St. Martin- Lane and St. Hellen, is Bucks 
| lerſpury=Lane ; Ne egg e ber le, 4 _ ings 
_ houſe=Mley. . 
The Lanes upon 297. Hill: On the Puna is 
More, or Mere-elms-Lane, running along the outſide of 
the” town-wall, and falling into St. Botolp Atreet; ſo 

named from the More, or Garden thereto eng 
2 belonging to St. Botolph's Priory.” WO 
On the Touth-eaſtfide of i it, ee is Gliltuel-La, 
leading to Childiell. 
_ - Oppoſite to the weſt- end of Maore-Lant, in St. Bahr 
Street, is Black-Boy-Lane, anciently called Beer-Lane. 
In Fa- Street, is Water-Lane, le ading to Wr. 
Green, on the ſouth-ſide of that ſtreet. 425 
51 In Magdalen-Street, on the ſouth-ſide, 18 mint. 
"La, leading from Magdalen-Green to Canwitk-Mill. 


 Hog-Lane, ' 


(#3) - 
| Hog-Lane, by Wennack's ene e 
. Lodder's-Lane; or, as vulgarly called Ladder-Lane, 


leads ſoutherly from rann or en to St. 
Juin S=Green. | 1 1 S449 b 


1 1 


When theſe ſtreets and lanes were firſt paved, we 
cannot exactly determine; but we find, that in the 
year 1473, a man was preſented for breaking up the 
pavement in Wyre-Street ; which is a certain proof that 
this ſtreet was then paved, as were undoubtedly ſome 
others ; but the whole town was not effectually paved 
till the reign of King James I. for that purpoſe, an act 
vas paſſed in the year 1623, but no act wants a. 5 
ing and explaining more than this. 6 


The walls in this town are in many places ſtill ſtand- 
ing, but very much decayed ; they are built of ſtone, 
ſuch as is found in our eaſtern coaſt, with a mixture 
of Roman bricks. The cement is excellent, and in- 
| credibly ſtrong; but it ſuffers much in winter, eſpeci- 
ally in great rains, attended with ſudden froſts and 
thaws. Where the walls remain perfect, it is faced 
either with Roman brick, or ſquare ſtones about ſeven 
or eight inches in diameter; the thickneſs of it is va- 
rious, in moſt parts ſeven or eight feet thick, but 


about the gates it is much thicker. The circumfer-: - 


ence of the whole wall meaſures 562 rods, 7 feet and 
an half: the form of the walls is near a trapezuim, 
the longeſt ſides whereof are the north and ſouth. 


. Colcheſter being unqueſtionably a Roman town, it 
is very probable that the walls were originally built by 
FFF eee the 5 
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the Romans. They were afterwirths repaired by King 
Edward the Elder, and Richard the Second; and, in 
the fitteenth year of the latter's reign he granted his 
royal licence to Ralph Algar, Stephen Baron, and 
Henry Boſſe, impowering them to grant and afhgn _ 
two meſſuages, four acres of land, and the advowſon 
of the hoſpital of the Holy Croſs, to the Bailiffs and 
Commonality, and their Succeſſors, as a help towards 
mending and repairing the walls of the town. 


Thus, through the care of our magiſtracy, theſe walls 
continued in a tolerable condition; and, on account 
of them, the town was looked upon a place of ſome 
ſtrength, before thoſe murdering engines, cannons 
and mortars were brought to their full perfection; 
but then, as it could make but little reſiſtance, it be- 
came leſs eonſiderable. The unhappy ſiege, in 1648, 
was a great hurt to them, as it was alſo to the reſt of | 
the town. At preſent, inſtead of being duly repaired 

by t the. Chamberlains as uſual, they are chiefly kept 


up as a fence by thoſe that have N or r other 
grounds adjoining therets.. , 


In theſe walls there were four qivs / Flu Gate oY | 
led in records Heved or Habed-Gate; and in Latin, 
Porta tapitalis. North-Gate, Eaff-Gate, and St. Botolpſ c- 
Gate, anciently called South-Gate: Eafl- Gate fell dowt# 
in 1661, and in the place where it ſtood, were after- 
wards erefted two brick pillars, juſt at the pitch of 
the Hill. There are alſo three poſterns; the weſt 
poſtern, in St. Mary's 5 Ghurch-Yard ; but when the 
church was rebuilt, that poſtern being low and incon- 


N 


: LT _ [4 Þ | 
venient, part of the wall was taken down in order to. 
enlarge the paſſage, and ſtone tops * inſtead of 
the ſloping aſcent. there. | | 
 Sthere-Gate, called in records Sith ee or e 
Rye-Gate, as it is vulgarly called; or rather Rhee, or 
Rea-Gate, that is, the River-Gate, as leading to the 
river; anciently named the North-Scherde; it was taken 
down in the year 1659. PER 


\ Accornnt of the Caſtle. _ 


+ HIS ſtately pile ſtands on the north-ſide of the 
1 . High-Street, almoſt oppoſite to Al-Saints Church. 
It is a ſquare of about 224 yards in circumference on. 
the outſide, all projections and windings included. 
The four ſides lie nearly to the four principal points 

of the compaſs. The building conſiſts of the outer 
walls 12 feet thick in the lower ſtory, and 11 in the 
upper, flanked at the corners, with ſtrong and lofty 
towers: On the inſide there run, north and ſouth, two 
ſtrong parallel walls, which ferved for partitions and 
_ ſupports to the ſeveral apartments, but the greateſt 
part of the weſternmoſt wall is taken down. The eaſt 


ernmoſt is built in the Roman, that. 1 is, the benin 
bone faſhion. 1190 


The gate of the Cale is on the | fouth-fide; wo 
within, on the left: hand, and in the ſouth-weſt tower, 
is the grand ftair-caſe. On the right hand as you go 
in, is a large vault. above ground, well arched; over 
. 7 0 - which, 


ag 


— — 


( wo ) 


= 
which, out of a door leading from che grand ſtair-caſe, 
was the paſſage into the chapel: This ſtands in the 
ſouth-eaſt tower, or rather baſtion, being firongly 
arched at the top; the length of it from eaſt to weſt, 
is 47 feet; the width of it from north to ſouth 40 feet, 
where wideſt; and the height proportionable. Below 
it is a good arched vault, now ved for 1 or 
dridewell. | 


: Within the ground, under the greateſt part of the 

Caſtle, there are fine and ſpacious vaults; they were. 
| diſcovered not above ſeventy years ago, being full of 
fand on which the arches were turned; the ſand was 
en out at a conſiderable expence, by John Wheely, 
who was endeavouring to pull the Caftle down ; and, 

to carry off the ſand, he cut a cart-way through the 
foundation-wall near the north-eaſt corner, where 


| the wall is 30 feet thick, but it did not anſwer expec- 


tation. The partition in thefe vaults ſupporting the | 
arches, is exactly in the form of a croſs. 


- This whole building i is a mixture of ſtone and Ro- 
man bricks; but moſt of the Roman brieks are in 
broken pieces, taken from the ruing of more ancient 
edifices formerly ſtanding in this town. The corners 
of the walls, and ſides of the . windings, &c. are 


of free ſtone. 


11 ſuffered a from the ill- judged attempt 
* John Wheely, who purchaſed it of the late Robert 


Northfolk, Eſq. with intent and upon condition to de- : 


moliſh it entirely, and make money of the materials. 
2 Duh 5 oþ 705 


For this purpoſe. many of the Roman bricks: wers 
taken away and fold, with molt; part of the free tone 
at the quoins and inward arches ofthe building: A fine 
well was deſtroyed, and the tops of the towers and 
walls forced down with ferews, or blem up with gun 
powder, and thrown upon the heads of the arched. 
vaults below, in ſuch large weights, and with ſo great 
violence, as to break one of the fineſt of them.“ But 
aſter great diveſtations, the remaining parts of the 
walls being ſo ſtrongly cemented, that the profit did 
not anſwer the charges of further demolition, he was 
forced to deſiſt. It is now carefully preſerved by the 
ee worthy Owner e Round, Efq. akg 


Juſt within the entrance of the Caſtle, are. ans 
ſmall clumſy images of Helen, Conſtantine; &c. car= 
ved i in the ftones, but viſibly modern. There is alſo, 

an inſcription in four ſhort lines, which ſome pretend. 
cannot be read, but appears nothing more than, 
ALINYAENOR Ro ER, CHAMBYRLEYNAN. = = = = = 
Gov, and a few ether words in capitals, which appear 


to have been done n the reign of Edward III. 


The Caſtle-Vard was Wer encempaſſod on the 
ſouth and weſt-ſides by a ſtrong wall, in which were 
two gates; that on the ſouth was the chief. This wall 
was taken down by. Robt. N orthfolk, Eſq. who.eretted 
in the room of it a range of houſes, now ſtanding in 
the High-Street. The weſt wall reached as far as the 

eaſt- ſide of St. Helen's-Lane. On the north and eaſt 
ſides, the Caſtle was ſecured by a deep ditch, and 
ſtrong . of earth, which are now taken into 
5 1 4 a: 


. * * 


the gardens of Mrs. Gray. This rampart is own 
upon a wall, that formerly encompaſſed either Caſtle 
or the Palace of Coel, (on the ſite whereof the Caſtle 
is built;) the buttreſſes and other parts of which wall 
have not been many years diſcovered. e 


The tithes wherewith the Chanel in the Caſtle was 
originally endowed, belonged afterwards to St. John's 
Abbey; for, Eudo Dapifer founded oft hat monaſtery, 
granted unto it, among other things, ou NES PROVEN= 
Tus CAPELLX IN CasTELLO DE CoLIicesTREA; that 

„Kall the profits of the Chapel in the Caſtle of Col 
3 :? which was confirmed afterwards by King 
Richard I. under the title of CarzLLan CASTELLI 
Corcesrae, CUM DECIMIS & OBVENTIONIBUS ; : that | 

is, the Chapel of the Caſtle of Colcheſter, Witte the 
ar and obventions.” From what lands theſe tithes 
geen appears from this authentic liſt of them : * 


The. Caſtell Baylic with ihe gallen adjoyning 7 
next the ſtrete. ” 
The great Garden on the north-ſfide of the Caſtell. 
Mr. Symnell's Field on the north-ſide of. his houſe. 
One acre of graſſe in the King's Meade. ER: 
Two parcells of lande next the King' 8 Mende, 


[ now or late in the tenure of Mr. John Bird. 


Two acres of graſſe in the Roy Meade, 
One parcell of meadowe by ! owin Meade, late 


in the hands of William Moulde. - 


Fourteen acres of lande belonging to St. Helen' 8. 
The tithe of a parcell of meade next + paged 


| petonging to St. Helen' 8. 


»* e. i ; | One 
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One other parcell of meadoue next n 6 MSI 
_ Mill” | | 
'The Myddle-Mill. n 12, 1461 TH SRL RF aß 
One parcell ed | inet e bag 

The Hoſte : 8 
Sholand over-againſt the e Spittell-Houſe. 
_  Litell Sholand next adjoyning towards the ſouth.” 
The Bromefields beyond Sholand on'the ſouth.” 


-44Þ he long Strake on the other lide of the n 
17 


8 copfideration of theſe KR, 250 Abbot My St. 0 


John's was obliged to find a Chaplain to officiate three 


days in every Week, either in St. Helen s Chapel, or 


in the Chapel within the Caſtle; as appears by the 
exemplification of a judgment paſſed i in the Exchequer 
in the year 1290, between the King and the, Bailiffs 


of Colcheſter of the one part, and the Abbot of St. 


John's on the other part. And the Abbot was then 
fined twelve marks for ſix years neglett of that ſervice. 


After the diſſolution of monaſtries, the , tithes, were 
leaſed by King Henry VIII. to Edward Cole for 


twenty-one years; and afterwards granted, among 


others, by Queen Elizabeth, in the ſecond year of 5 


her reign, to Sir Francis Jobſon, Knt. whoſe ſon Ed- 
ward died, ſeized thereof in 1890. After ſome im- 
mediate poſſeſſors, they came into the hands of Sir 
James Northfolk: of his ſon and ſon-in-law Robert 


to 


Northfolk, and Hope Gifford, n and of Francis | 


Powel, Clerk. 


This Caſtle i is ſaid | by Nondeg to have been built Ie by 8 


- Edward the Elder. He repaired indeed the Town- 


Walls 
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Malls as have been obſerved before; and if there was 
any remains of Coel's Palace, he might perhaps beſtow 
ſome pains in repairing of that too, and making it a 
kind of fortification. But the Caſtle in the manner 
it now ſtands, was undoubtedly built after the Nor- 
man Conqueſt, when fortreſſes. were erected in moſt 
of:the-confiderable towns in England, in order to awe 
che inhabitants, and keep them in ſubjection. Poſſi- 
bly too it was founded by Eudo, as it is aſſeſſed in the 
Monaſtricon, and IN FUNDO PALLATII Coxrtis 
BVONDAM Recs, according to our Colcheſter Chro- 
nicle, anno 1076. The original proprietor of it was. 
the King; and it continued in the Crown, when the 
 Pmipreſs Maud granted it to Alberic de Vere, anceſ- 
tor of the noble family of the De Veres Earls of Ox- 
ford'; but, in all probality, though ſhe gave him the 
title, it was not in her power to give him poſſeſſion; 
it therefore remained in the Crown, till the year 1214, | 
when King John granted it, with the Hundred of 


Fendring, and the Borongh, to e ws! 1 pa 
| "OA pleaſure. 


King Henry III. in che year 12 TORR as 
Caſile of Colcheſter, with its appurtenances, and the 
Hundred and Demeſnes, worth 281. per annum; to- 
gether with the Fee- Farm of the town, which the Bur- 
geſſes uſed to pay to the King, viz. gel. 128. dz. 
and 336. and 7dz. for Blanc, to Guido de Rupeforti, 
or Rochfort, for his ſupport; and all the Eſcheats that 
would have fallen to the Crown, if the King had held 


901 mag in his own bands; reſerving to hinadelf and 5 


„ 
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nis wood of Kingſwood, the Judaiſm-of the Town, and 
Liberty for the Sheriffs to enter the town and hundred, 
in order to levy the dues which were to be raiſed by 
ſummonce from the Exchequer, and their account for 
them; and to diſtrain for the debts of the Jews, as 
they uſed to do: and that the ſaid Guido ſhould keep 
the Caſtle in the ſame ſtate as it was then in; and, 
after the deceaſe of the ſaid Guido, the Caſtle, &c. 
ſhould revert to the Crown. The Patent is dated 
June 12 at Weſtminſter; but Guido having, in 1258 
grievoully offended the King and the Barons, was ba- 
niſhed, and deprived of all his goods. | 


On the 18th of December, 1273, King Edward I. 
granted this Caſtle, with the Hundred of Tendring, 


to John de Burgh for life; but he did not enjoy it {6+ 


long; for, in 4275, it was granted to Richard de Hol- 
librook. His enjoyment of it was very ſhort, ſince 
we find at given, the fame year, to Laurence de Scac- 
cario, Sheriff of Eſſex for the County Goal; and De- 
meſnes belonging thereto were ordered to W 


and fown for the King's US. 


The next poſſeſſor of it was Robert de Benhall, Knt. 
to whom it was given by King Edward III. for lifes 
together with twenty-feven acres of meadow, a * 
dred and fourſcore acres of arable, and two paris of 
2 water-mill in Colcheſter; and the Hundred of Ten- 
dring, with 308. rent M Effex. 


In 1404. King Henry IV. 1 this Calle, 1 
the Fee - Farm * a of GO" and the Hun- 
4 [31 hg: } 71 dred 


Wh 


 gred of Tendring, to his ſon, Henry Duke of Glou- 
_ ceſter; which grant was confirmed by the Parliament 
| holden at Seu. October 21. 


king Henry VI. in the eventy-fifth year of his reign, 5 
gave this Caſtle, with the Hundred of Tendring, to 
Ws Queen Margaret. Y 


Sir John Haward, Kant. is the next to whom it was 
granted, and for the term of his life; together with a 
Mill of two parts, and the Hundred of Tendring. 
This grant bears date July 6, 1461, the firſt of King 

Eavard IVth's reign. 


Thomas Kendale, anno 09/4 the firſt of King Healey | 
» VIE. obtained from that King the cuſtody of this Caſ- 
tle; and of the King's Demeſnes in Colcheſter, viz. 
180 acres'of land, 27 acres of meadow, 30s. rent, the 
Hundred of Tendring, and two parts of a Water-mill ; 
but, in the eleventh of the ſame King, he ſurrendered 
his Patent into Chancery to be cancelled; upon which 
the Caſtle aforeſaid, &c. were mo to John de 

- Vere, Earl of Oxford. 


This grant was renewed, and confirmed by King 
Henry VIII. in che firſt of his reign; and the pre- 
miſes continued ſeveral years in that noble family; 
the next poſſeſſors of it were, W Lord Darcy, 
and Henry M' Williams. 


On the 14th of December, 1599, Sir john Stan- 
hope obtained a grant of this Caſtle, with 180 acres 
* land, Oo and paſture, 27 acres of meadow, the 

* c | | Hundred 7 
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Hundred of Tendring, two parts of a Water-mill, and 
the rent of gos. per annum, after the death of M* Wil- 
liams, and —__— the life of. Mary Lady Cheek ; but, 
the premiſes were ee to kin, for his own 1 and his 
ſon's life, in as full and ample a manner as they had 
been enjoyed by Thomas Lord Darcy, John Earl of 
Oxford, and Henry M* Williams. 


In the year 1629, John Hay, Earl of Carliſle, oB. 
tained of King Charles I. the reverſion, to him and 
bis heirs for ever of the Caſtle of Colcheſtet, &c. after 
the death of Charles Lord Stanhope, to be held of the 
Manor of Eaft Greenwich i in common ſocage, paying 


” into the Exchequer 10l. yearly ; ; but the Lord Stan- 


ROPE ſurvived him. 


N. ot long after, the ſaid nd Lord geilo 
Baron of Herrington, and Symon Potter, ſold this 
Caſtle, with the Hundred of Tendring, to Sir James 
Northfolk, Serjeant at Arms to the Houſe of Com- 
mons; his ſon Robert Northfolk, Eſq. enjoyed it aſter 
him; but having impoveriſhed himſelf by building the 
range of houſes on the ſouth-fide of the Caſtle Ts 
he ſold it on the gth of May, 168g, to 

John Wheely, who purchaſed it in order to pull i it 
down, and articled fo to do, but not gaining thereby 

fo much as He expected, he ſold it to 
Sir Iſaac Rebow, Knt. and of his grandſon Charles 
Chamberlain Rebow, Eſq; it was afterwards bought by 

Charles Gray, Eſq. who alſo purchaſed of North- 

folk's . the upper and nether Bailey, and ſome 
1 D otlier 
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other unde adjoining, formerly parcel of the Caſtle 
demeſnes. At the death of Charles Gray, _ the 
Mole came into the hands of 

James Round Eſq. of Birch, the preſent owner. 


— * 
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- Governors or Conſtables of the Caſtle, 
JE 5 
As FAR AS CAN BE FOUND UPON RECORD. 


7 | | 6 IJ— - "Ds St. Clare, whoſe only 
41 | daughter became the wife. of 25 
R 1.1. William de Lanvallei; he gave King John 
2. Johan.] 200 marks for the cuſtody of it, as he had 
held it under King Richard I. 


William de Lanvallei, the ſon; his 5 
* 3 PP: {anger r was . under a ward- 
ſhip * 8 
Mader de Burgh, who married her to his 
ſon John de Burgh, and was made Conſtable of the 
Caſtle aforeſaid; but, being diſgraced a and diſplaced, 
in che year 


* 


92 Ste hen de Segrave was put | 
16, H. um. 1 ra e into his 


U 
4 


1 the year TOUT or 1266, | 
5 o. wth E. Thomas de Clare 1 was made Conſtable 
SRL e Caltle.- 


William de Wayland appears to have | 
] been the next poſſeſſor of it; for he was 
then ordered to oliver: the n. to John de Burgh. 


5 8 -k HEN. 


2. „Eow. 1 


* 


„ 
8. H. IV. { William Dych was Keeper of this Caſtle. | 


7. H. v.. William Bardulph. 


In the year 1428, John Exeter, amd 
Jacolet Germaine, were Keepers of the Caſtle of 
Colcheſter. 


1. H. VII. 0 Thomas Kendale. 


The Lands belonging to the Caſtle, or that have 


been generally as by patent with it, are as fol- 
lows : 
| acres. 


The 1 upper Bailey i in which the Caſtle ſtands | 
The nether Bailey, or Sheepeſendheld 5 
Near the Grey-Friers-Wall 5 
The Middle-Mill, with an acre of meadow 1 

A. Meadow, abutting north on Eaſt-River — 3. 

; 6 4 
3 
1 
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In King Meadow 
In the ſame 
Parſon's-Acre in the ſame _ po 

The Caſtle Lands, | 
; Rowin-Mead | | | 
| Em [ ' Abutting ſouth on | King Nen — — 6 ; 
4 5 Near the ſame, (all arable) — * 
= [ The Caſtle:Grove — — — 10 


» YE Oe * * 


— — 50 


Great Sholand dd —⸗5w 1 
Little Sholand Wii ©1:: 1p 
Broomfield, a eaſt of Maldon-Lane 12 
The long Strake on the other ſide that Lane 2 
The Bailiff's-Acre, in the pariſh of Tendring. 1 


In St. Mary's 
at the Wall. 


160 
Beſides ſeveral quit-rents amounting inall to 2l. 48. 2d. 


This Caſtle, with the Bailey, is independent of the 
Corporation, and not within the bounds of any one of 
the pariſhes; but the ſame cannot be faid of the Lands 


and Demeſnes belonging thereto, or of which the 
Chapel there received tithes, as ſome have falſly ima- 
gined; for they lie in ſeveral pariſhes, and ought to 
be rated in them; all pretentions to the contrary be- 
ing entirely groundleſs. 


The town of Colcheſter bath derewibre been feu- 
datory to the Caſtle, by rents and many other duties 
and fervices; but a diſcharge and exemption was pur- 
chaſed from Queen Elizabeth, and confirmed by . 
_—_ in the beginning of her reign. 


The donation of the office of- Steward of th Hun- 
dred of Tendring i in Eſſex, and the nomination of the 
Bailiff of that Hundred hath appertained to the pro- 
prietor of this Caſtle; and within, and for that Hun- 
dred, there is, and hath been from time immemorial, 
a Court holden always from three weeks to three 5 
by the Ste ward. View of Frank Pledge hath alſo been 
held by preſcription within twelve days next after the 
nativity of Chriſt, every year, by the Steward of the 
Hundred aforeſaid; or his deputy, in the pariſhes of 
Ardleigh, Lawford, Miſtley, Little Bromley, Fendring, 
Beaumont, and Allesford. The waſte grounds and 
woods thereupon growing, within the precintt of the 
view of Frank | Pledge. aforeſaid; belonging to the 
oyyners of the, ſaid; Caſtle, of Colcheſter, ; and thoſe that 
fell theſe woods, or incroach upon the waſte, have 
been puniſhed at that Court. The Steward hath like- 


(mw) 
wiſe kept the Sheriff's Torne twice in every year, ac- 
cording to the form of the Statute at Tendring; to 
which Sheriff's Torne, the following towns or pariſhes 
within the ſaid Hundred and County, do owe fuit and 
: ſervice, viz. Ardleigh, Lawford, Little Bromley, Elm 
ſtead, Allesford, Bentley magna, Fratinge, Tendring, 
Miſtley, Beaumont, Great and Little Okeley, Great 
Holland, Wrabnes, Rumſey, Weeks, and Brad feld. 


3 . 4 | all "VE 1 
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Name of Colcheſter, W 3 


THAT name was given to this town by the an- 
cient Britans, is not perfectly known, except 
it was Camudolhan, or Camalaunuidun, from whence 
Vas afterwards formed the word Camulodunum, or 
Camalodunum. , The Romans, after having ſettled, 
themſelves therein, gave it the name of Colonia, and. 
Colonia-Camulodunum ; and from Calonia, both this 
town and the river Colne n by it, took their; 
names. 


There was great reafou to believe, that here was a 
town even in the earlieſt times, if we conſider the 
healthfulneſs and pleaſant ſituation of the place, and 
its conveniency for all the uſes and pleaſures of life; 
and, if we conſider alſo, that the country was covered 
with woods; for, according to Julius Cæſar, the ſtrong 
towns or fortified places of the Britans were only thick, 
woods, fenced with a ditch and a rampart, and ren- 


dered thereby difficult of acceſs either to horſe or 
| foot. 


It 


* ( i 22 * 


py is well-known, that woods were the habitatiens 
of the Druids, and their places of religious worſhip, 5 
and as they were the inſtructors of youth, the houſes 
for their ſchools were ſituated in the miſtſt of pleaſant 
groves, though they had withal little arched, round : 
ſtone buildings, capable of holding only one perſon; 
where the retired and contemplative Druid ſat, when 
his. oak. could not ſhelter him from the weather. 


Here are indeed no remains of Druidical.temples, 
oh ehre, as there are in other countries, but that is 
to be imputed to the many revolutions and changes | 
which this place and neighbourhood have. undergone, | 
and the thorough cultivation „ 


Great alterations have happened in the ſurface of | 
the earth in a courſe of about 2000 years; - even within 
the 200 years laſt paſt, Kingſwood made a confider- 
5 able appearance on the north-ſide of the town, but is 
entirely gone; and ſmaller parcels are cleared round 
it almoſt every year. On the north-ſide of the ſame, 
the Royal Foreſt reached as far as Lexden; but, in 
the fifth of King John, the whole north part of it, ly- 
Ing between Suffolk, and the, road that leads from 
Colcheſter to Biſhop” 8 Stortford, was diſafforeſted; 
notwithſtanding which, this county is ſtill fuller of 
wood than Any, others. 


It is an undeniable proof of this town's being Ca- 
aan as it was the royal ſeat, or reſidence of 
| wry PRINT? how, more he his coins have been, 
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and are daily found at Colcheſter, than in any other 
part of the kingdom, both i in gold, filver and braſs. 
It was afterwards mentioned by chat een hiſ- 
torian C. Tacitus, that the Colony at Camulodunum, 
reinforced with a ſtrong body of veterans, was quar- 
tered in the new conqueſts, on purpoſe to hinder the 
Silures from making incurſions; but they ſoon re- 
turned, it ſeems to Camulodunum, or elſe others were - 
planted in their room. Which way ſoever it were, 
they behaved with intolerable inſolence towards the 
natives; turning them out of their houſes, diſpoſſeſs- 
ing them of their fields, and calling them captives and 
ſlaves; moreover the Prieſts that ſerved in the temple 
erected here in honor of Claudius, did, under pre- 
tence of religion, ſwallow their whole fortunes; and 
this temple itſelf was looked upon with a very evil 
eye, as a fortreſs built to keep them in everlaſting. 
bondage. 1 


Theſe were ſome of the motives ah dura the 
old inhabitants to join the brave virago Boadicea, 
when provoked by the brutiſh and unnatural uſage of 
the Romans, ſhe made a vigorous effort to ſhake off 
their galling yoke, as will appear hereafter. They 
needed no perſuaſions to be zealous in her intereſt; 
. Tpurred on as they were by their moſt violent hatred 
againſt the veterans; and they thought it no difficult. 
matter to cut off the Colony, as it was defended by 
no walls or fortifications, which the Roman officers 


had very imprudently negletted, conſulting the plea- 


Jant' fituation, rather than the ſtrength of the place; 
n | nuay, 


nay, even at the approach of danger, they did not ſo 
much as take the precaution to encompaſs the town 
with a rampart and a ditch; nor to turn out the old 
people and the women. Thus remaining as careleſs 
and unconcerned as in profound peace, they were 
ſuddenly ſurrounded by the Britans ; which like an 
overflowing torrent, ſwept all before them, and put 
Whatever ſtood in their way to fire and ſword The 
ſtrength of the garrifon confiſted only of a moderate 
number of ſoldiers, which threw themſelves into the 
temple, but were taken in that place, and made pri- 
Toners after a two days fiege. The procurator Catus 
Decianus ſent them a ſmall reinforcement of 200 men 
very ill armed; and the ninth legion coming to their 
relief, was routed, and al} the infantry of it killed; the 
| Horſe eſcaped to the camp; which camp is juſtly fup- 
poſed to have been the ſame as is till to be feen on 
Lexden- Heath. | 


From this whole account of Tacitus, the following 
- obſervations naturally will ariſe. 


The amoenity and pleaſant ſituation of the place, 
Particularly taken notice of by that noble hiſtorian, do 
_ plainly point at this moſt agreeable ſpot of ground, 
healthfalneſs and good air, always regarded by the 
wiſe and elegant Romans, doth-not by any means agree 
with Maldon, ſeated in one of the moſt unhealthy 
corners in the kingdom; but agrees very well wit} 
Colcheſter; for, to apply what the learned Dr. T. Gale 
improperly celebrates that inconſiderable place Wal- 
aan. is *The ſituation of this town (Colcheſter) is ſq 
| wholeſome 


- 
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Uebe a pleaſant, that ang can be more ſo; 

the fields every where ſmile with the plenteous har- 
veſt, which is repreſented by a wheat-ear upon the 
coin of Cunabeline, who had his palace at this place; 
there is about it an agreeable variety of hills and 


groves, well adapted for the pleaſures of riding, which 


is pretty clearly indicated 1. the Vane on the: coins 
of Cunobeline.“ 48 ; 


- This agrecable ſituation hs . improved into 


a2 em retirement, conliffting their pleaſure more 


than advantage; which is a concurring proof that it 
muſt have doen rather here than at Maldon; and it is 
more natural to"ſuppoſe that the Romans would fix 
themſelves, at their firſt coming over, in a place not 
far from the ſea, whence they might have an eaſy re- 
treat tf the Continent, than go and entangle them 
ſelves ſo far as Walden: this ſtood much more in the 
way between Suffolk and Norfolk, and that great 


trading place London, than the town Maldon would 
have done. 


That this was a very conſiderable Roman town, and 


| tha ere was fixed their celebrated Colonia, we have 


all the evidence that can be deſired. It is ſeated near 
the military Stoneway, from whence the neighbour- 
ing pariſh of Stanway took its name. There are many 
remarkable monuments of the Romans; ſculptures and 
tombs; urns and the like veſſels filled with burnt bones, 
dug in the adjacent fields, and innumerable coins; and 
chat there are to be ſeen to this day immenſe quanti- 


Ges of * bricks, and other footſts peu that peo- 
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ple; as evidently ſhew that very great numbers of 
Roman edifices were formerly ſtanding here. The 
churches, town walls, and the caſtle, are half built 
with Roman materials, and in ſeveral parts of them 
the Roman workmanſhip is alſo eopied. Roman 
pavements have been found in various parts of the 
town; and a moſt magnificent one at Merſea, which 
was moſt probably the Roman landing-place, it being 
upon a bold open ſhore, and proper for the purpoſe ; 
whereas they could not get to the place now called 
Maldon, but by way of a creek up the country, Jy 
dangerous to invaders. 


* — — —+ 
state of the Town under the Britans. 7 


HIS iſland was inhabited long before Julius 
Cæſar's invaſion, that it may be laid down as a 
rule, that the inhabitants did not live without ſome 
form of government or other; undoubtedly it was the 
ſame as their neighbours the Celts, or Gauls, from 
whom they derived their origin. The eaſtern parts of 


England were peopled from the oppoſite Continent of 


Gaul. The country was divided into ſeveral ſmall 


ſtates or principalities; governed by magiſtrates, which 


in ſome places were annually choſen ; but in caſe of 


war, they choſe a general, or commander in chief; 


that they had a ſenate, or privy council: naturally 
were infinitely fond of liberty, and deteſted and ab- 


bhorred ſlavery; and parties and factions, the effect of 


liberty, prevailed in all their communitties, d 


and even houſes. oy 
| State 
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State of the Town under the Romans. 


ULIUS CAESAR, as appears by his own relation, 
never viſited thoſe parts in his two expeditions; 

he landed in Kent, and croſſed the country, and what 
is now called Surry, forded the Thames between 
| Kingſton and London; and penetrating into Caſſivel- 
laud's capital, extending his conqueſts no farther than 
part of Hertfordſhire, and of Buckingham and Berk- _ 
ſhire: ſatsified with that ſmall exploit, unworthy of 
his fame and the Roman name, he returned with a few 


hoſtages into Gaul, and never ſaw again the Brian 
dominions. - 


Among thoſe. that 8 in arms nid Ms 
were undoubtedly Tome of the inhabitants of this town 
or a diſtrict; for Caſſivellaum, the Britiſh General, 
was king of the Trinobantes, whereof what i is now 
called Eſſex was then a part. But what ſhare they 
bore in this expedition, is not expreſsly mentioned. 


However, after this, their king had diſmiſſed the bulk 


of his forces, and retained only ſmall bodies with him 
to watch the enemies motions: the Trinobantes, ſtyled 
by Julius Czfar the moſt valiant people in the coun- 
try, ſent embaſſadors to him with offers of fubmiſſion; 
deſiring him, at the ſame time, to protect Mandu- 
brace from Caſſivellaun's attempts and inſults, and to 

ſend him to be their king or governor. Cæſar ſent 
bim accordingly, and received from them corn and 
Keen which he had required. Such was the end of 
1 „ 


| \ ( 28 ) 
Julius Cæſar's mighty exploits here, which ſome flat- 


texers extolled to the ſkies; but others who ſpoke 

more moderately, did not ſcruple to own that he hartlly 
touched Britain ; _ that he ſhewed his back to 4 
Britans. 


After Julius Ceſar's departure * this nd the 
Britans continued unmoleſted for the ſpace of above 
ninety years, being governed by their own kings, and 
paying tribute to the Romans. | 


Mandubrace was ſent by Julius Cæſar, to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the kingdom of Trinobantes. His ſucceſſor 
Was Fenuant, Lud's ſecond ſon, of whom nothing - 
| memorable is recorded. He was ſucceeded by his 
ſon Cunobeline, who had a great friendſhip for the Ro- 
mans, and punQually paid them tribute; many of this 
king's coins have been found in this town, which is a 
Arong argument of its having been. his capital, and 
not Maldon. 


— © Glandius embarked at Oſtia with a large army of | 
wes, foot, and elephants; and diſembarked at Mar- 
ſeilles, and marched from thence by land to, Geſſoria- 
aum, where ſhipping, again his forces, he landed in 
Britain, and came and joined Plautius and Vaſpaſian, 
(two Roman ſenators, whom: he had ſent ſome time 
before him, but being afraid of their ſtrength, ſent 
for their emperor) near the Thames; having taken 
upon himſelf the command of the army, he paſſes, the 


4 river, where the Britans boldly encounter him, and 


hon the, Lads which; for SIPS they, bravely 


8 maintained, 
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maintained, till great numbers of them were flain z at 
length being overpowered, they fled into the wool 
and fome were ſubdued by force, and others yieldel 
upon terms. Claudius purſuing his victory, took 
Camulodunum, afterwards named Colcheſter, the 
royal ſeat of the late king Cunobeline, where he 
placed a colony of veterans, (from whence the town 
came to be called Calonia by way of eminence) and 
reduced this part of the iſle into the form of a yo 


vince. 


In honor to this victory, Ctaddius was divers times 
ſaluted Imperator, contrary to the Roman cuſtom, | 
which permitted it but once in one expedition; after 
this, he ordered the Britans to be diſarmed; but to 
thoſe that yielded, he remitted the confiſcation of their 
goods, which fo, endeared him to them, that they 
erected a temple and an altar to him at-Camulodunum, 
and honored him as a God.. Having thus ſettled this 
part of the iſland, he left it under the government of 
Plautius, with orders to ſubdue the reſt. 


The Emperor's ftay in this iſland was but ſixteen 
days, and his abſence from Rome upon this expedi- 
tion only fix months in all: for this victory, anniver- 
ſary games, triumphal arches, both of Rome and Geſ- 
ſoriacum, and laſtly a glorious triumph were decreed 


bim by the Senate; and the ſurname of Britannicus 


was entailed upon his family. 


About the year of Chriſt, 48, Plautius deing re- 
called, P. Oſtorius Scapula is ſent in his room, who 
A | Os was 
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was the ſecond ki or lieutenant. At his 
ival here, be found things in great diſorder, the 


Britans that were yet unconquered making inroads 
into the territories of thoſe that were in alliance with 
the Romans; and the more outrageouſly, becauſe 
they ſuppoſed that the new general, unacquainted with 
| the army, would hardly take the field in the beginning 
of winter. But Oſtorius being ſenfible, that firſt events 
either begat fear or confidence, advanced againſt them 
with ſuch forces as-were ready ; and putting thoſe that 
reſiſted to the ſword, ſo diſperſed the reſt, that they 
could not rally again. And becauſe an unſafe and 
treacherous peace would be no ſecurity to the general 
or his army, he diſarmed thoſe that were ſuſpicious ; 
and, to check them, placed garriſons on the rivers 
Antona (Nen) and Sabrina (Severn.) 


2 


This check and . the Iceni were firſt to 
diſſike; a powerful nation, and not yet weakened with 
war, becauſe they had voluntarily entered into alliance 
with the Romans; by their perſuaſion, the adjoining 
nations riſe in arms, and intrench themſelves in a con- 
venient place, fenced with a rude rampart of earth, 
and acceſſible by a narrow paſſage only, to prevent 
the entrance of the horſe. Oſtorius, though he wanted 
the ſtrength of his legions, attempted that fence with 
the auxiliaries only; and having placed both horſe 
and foot in due order, they broke down the rampart 


and attacked the Britans, pent up as they were in 


their own retrenchments. However, conſcious of 
their guilt i in ling ang having no way to eſcape, 8 
| they 


(3 ) 
they bought deſperately, and behaved themſelves with 
gront bravery. 


By this -R of the 9 — other ſtates that were 
fluctuating between war and peace, being ſettled and 
confirmed; Oſtorius led his army againſt the Cangi, 
whoſe country he waſted as far as the coaſt of the Iriſh 
ſea; but he was recalled thence by a ſedition among the 
Brigantes, that is, the inhabitants of Yorkſhire, Lan- 
caſhire, &c As for the Sibures, that is, the inhabi- ; 
tants of South Wales, he found they were to be re- 
duced neither by ſeverity nor clemency; without a 
war and garriſon; the more eaſy to effe this, the 
colony at Camulodunum, reinforced with a ſtrong. 
body of veterans, was quartered in the new conqueſt 
to be ready to quell any rebellion, and to inſure the 
allies to law and good order. 


Some years after, Suetonius Paulinus was ſucceſſor; 
his firſt exploit was to reduce the ifle of Angleſey, 
which had been a common place of refuge to the poor 
Britans, harraſſed and driven out of their habitations 
by the invading Romans, and at that time the fear, and 
laſt reſidence of the Druids. While he was employed 
in this conqueſt, the Roman province, whereof this 

town was a part, roſe in arms, in order to revenge the 
avarice and cruelty of their new tyrannical maſters: 
the occaſion was this, Prafutagus, king of the Iceni, 
famous a long time for his great riches, had left the 
Emperor co-heir with his two daughters; hoping, by 
this compliment, to Tecure both his kingdom and fa- 
mily from inſults; but it happened quite otherwiſe, 

OTE FEES | for, 


( 88 ) 
for, (under pretence of taking poſſeſſion of the empe- 
ror's new inheritance) the kingdom became a prey 
to the centurions, and his houſe to the ſervants and 
other officers. His wife Boadicea was whipped, and 
his daughters raviſhed. As if the whole country had 
been given to the Romans, the chief of the Iceni were 
deprived of their paternal eſtates, and thoſe of the 
blood royal treated as the meaneſt ſlaves ; upon this 
inſult, and for fear of worſe, ſince they were now re- 
duced to a province; the people began to reflect on 
the miſeries of their ſlavery, to compare each other's 
misfortunes, and to aggravate every thing by the worſt 
conſtruction. «That their patience and eaſineſs would 
only encourage their enemies to lay heavier burthens 


upon them. Heretofore every ſtate had its own king, 15 
now they were ſubjetted to two, the Lieutenant and 


the Procurator ; the firſt preyed upon their blood, the 
ſecond upon their eſtates. That the enmity and friend- 
ſhip of the governors proved equally pernicious; the 
one oppreſſed them with ſoldiers and officers, the other 
with violence and affronts; nothing eſcaped their co- 
vetouſneſs and luſts. In war, the braveſt had the ſpoil; 


but now they were pillaged by cowards and weaklings. 


Theſe were the wretches that bereft them of their chil- 
dren, and preſſed them at their pleaſure for foreign 
fervice; as if the Britans could fight and die for any 


country but their own; for what vaſt numbers would 


they appear to have tranſported, if the Britans were 
to take account of their preſent ſtrength. Thus Ger- 


- , many had ſhaken off the yoke, which has only a river 


to defend it, and not an ocean; that they had their 
| country, 
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country, their wives and parents to fight for, and in- 


ſpire them; while the others had only avarice and 
luxury. Theſe would retreat as Julius. Cæſar did, 
if the Britans would but imitate the bravery of their 
anceſtots, and that the. iſſue of one or two battleg 


ought not to terrify them. That fierceneſs and reſo- 


lution were the natural effects of miſerys and even 
the Gods took compaſſion on them, in removing the . 
Roman General, and keeping his army as it were 


| SEG another iſland. 


| Highly provoked at theſe an | the like « outrages, the 
Iceni took arms, drawing over tl the Trinobantes to re- 
volt with chem, | and ſuch others a as were not yet inured 
to flavery; . ho” ſecretly conſpired to recover their 
liberty v with the utmoſt ſpite againſt 1 the veterans: for 
theſe being newly planted in the colony Camulodu- 


. le 


num, thruſt the inhabitants fr om their houſes, and dit. 


| poſſeſſed them of their lands, calling chem captives: and 


. 8 4 
llaves; and were encouraged i in ſuch outrages by the 


younger ſoldiers, as well through a likeneſs 1 in man- 


ners and profeſſion, as in hopes x the f ſame licenti- 
ouſneſs. Moreover the Britans loo ed upon the | tem- 


ple built at Camulodunum i in honor o of Claudius, as x 


the foundation or pledge of a perpetual | tyranny 3 3. and 
the prieſts who ſerved therein, under a ſhew of reli- 
gion, conſumed their whole eſtates. The colony i itſelf 


"11 
the Britans conſidered as the feat of flavery: and fan- 
cied, there could be no great difficulty in 6verthrowing 
it, as it had no forts nor caſtles ;/ for the Roman com- 


manders had been ſo imprudent, as to conſult pleaſure 
F rather 


. 
rather than uſe and ſervice. The Britans, it ſeems, ; 
were mightily encouraged by ſome pretended prodi- 
gies, which on the other hand, threw the veterans into 
the utmoſt conſternation. In this diſtrefs, as Suetonius 
was at ſo great a diſtance, they applied to Catus De- 
cianus their procurator for help, who ſent them not 
above two hundred men, and thoſe ill armed. There 
was but a moderate garriſon in the town, who relied 
wholly upon the ſtrength and protection of the temple 
and ſome that were privy to the conſpiracy had ſo per- 
plexed their counſels, that they had neither made trench 
nor ditch round it for their own defence, nor ſent away 
the old people and women, reſerving the youth only. 
Thus living ſecurely and careleſs as in a profound 
peace, they were ſurpriſed and ſurrounded by the Bri- 
tans. What things ſtood defenceleſs, were immedi- 
ately over-run and plundered, or conſumed by fire 
the temple wherein the ſoldiers were crowded, ſtood 
a two days ſiege, and then was forced to yield. The 
victorious Britans meeting Petilius Cerialis, lieutenant 
of the ninth legion, who was coming to the Colony's 
aſſiſtance round the legion, and put what foot there 
was to the ſword; Cerialis eſcaped with the horſe into 
the camp, where he defended himſelf by the help of 
the fortifications. Catus the procurator, whoſe covet- 
ouſnels and the hatred of the province that enſued 


upom it, had been the cauſe of this calamity, cowardly 
meſs to Gaul. 


But ns, with prodigious reſolution, inbred 
through the midſt of the enemies to London, being 
PR; | | come 
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come thither, he could not preſently reſolve, whether 
to make that the ſeat of war, or not; but conſidering 
his want of ſoldiers, and how much Petilius had ſuf- 
fered for his ralhneſs, he determined to ſacrifice this 
one town to the ſafety of the reſt; and not relenting 
at the cries and tears of the inhabitants, who implored 
his aid and protection, he gave orders to march, re- 
ceiving ſuch as followed him into the army ; thoſe who 
by weakneſs of age and ſex were obliged to ſtay, and 
ſuch as allured by the pleaſantneſs of the place choſe 
to remain behind, were deſtroyed by the enemy. The 
municepium of Verulam was involved in the like de- 
ſtruction; for the Britans paſſing by the forts and caſtles, 
pillaged the richeſt and weakeſt places, being intent 
upon the ſpoil, and regardleſs of the reſt; about 70000 
of the Romans and their allies were ſlain; for the Bri- 
tans would give no quarter, nor cumber themſelves 
with priſoners, or ranſom or exchange any, according 
to the laws of war; but did kill, burn, hang, crucify 
by way of retaliation, and in ſuch haſte, as if they 
foreſaw it would cruelly be returned upon them. 


Suetonius having with him the fourteenth legion, 
and the vexillarii of the twentieth, together with ſome 
auxiliaries from the neighbouring places, almoſt to 
the number of 10000 fighting men reſolved immediately 

to engage the Britans; for that purpoſe he choſe a 
field of battle, a place acceſſible by one narrow paſſage 
only, and fenced in the rear by a wood; as ſenſible, 
that he ſhould then have no enemy but in front, and 
the * being open, there would be no danger of 
F3* ambuſcades. 
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: dibafchdes. He üres ip the legion Got it the md. 
Ae, with the Wght-arriied ſoldiers on both fides, and 
al Noi: on the two wings. The Bei forces were 
g es up in ſmaller bodies and ſquadrons, to the a- 
mount of about 230,000 men; and had placed their 
Gives on chariots round the geld of Battle, to be Wit- 
nefles_ of the victory. Boadicea riding about in a 
chariot with her daughters, addreſſed herſelf. to the 
ſeveral Britiſh nations that compoſed her army, to this 
effect; «That it was no new thing for the Britans to 
fight under the conduct of women; but now ſhe went 
not as one royally deſcended, to fight for e empire or 
riches, but as one of the common people, for loſt li- 
berty; to revenge the ftripes ſhe had received from 
them, and the diſhonor they had done her daughters; 
that the Romans' luſt Was grown ſo exorbitant and un- 
ruly, that neither old nor young eſcaped its pollutions; 
however, the Gods had already begun to puniſh them 
according to their deſerts; kor one 1251 which durſt 
hazard a battle, had Been « cut in. pieces, and the reſt 
ſkulk'd in their camp, or fled for their lives; fo that 
they could not endure the noiſe and ſhouts of ſo many 
thouſands, much leſs be able to ſtand their attacks. 
If the Britans would but conſider the number of their 
own forces, and the motives of the war, they. muſt 
cither Conquer or die, Such WAS her Own reſolution, 
though ſhe was. but a woman; as for the men; they 
might, if they pleaſed, live and be ſlaves.” 


£ . 9 7421 


When the engagement began, the Romans ned 
bim and unmoyed, but aſter the enemy had ſpent their, 


darts, 


dirt they | fallied out i in a wedge oon ther, and re 


— and made ARGUE the reſt fled, but tape 
with difficulty, being blocked up by their waggons: 
then a dreadful carnage began; the ſoldiers not ſpar- 
ing even the tender ex! nay, the very horſes were 
lain, and increaſed the heap of carcaſes. It was com- 
| puted, that no leſs than four ſcore thouſand of the 
Britans were ſlain, and the Romans about four hun- 
dred killed, and as many wounded. Boadicea find- 
ing her affairs ruined, ended her life by poiſon, and 
to complete the miſeries of the diſtreſſed Britans, 
they were afllidted with a ſore famine, which they had 
brought upon themſelves, by negleQing to till the 
ground; this was the laſt vigorous effort they made 
for the recovery of cheir loſt liberty. 


By wle complete Victory, che chief part of Sal 
Britain came abſolutely under the Romans dominion, 
and their chains were thereby firmly rivetted upon the 
inhabitants who were thence forward awed and kept 
in order by a large ſtanding military force. 


The Colony here being deſtroyed, another was üb 
doubtedly planted in their room, and the town re- 
-paired, very ſoon after the fatal overthrow; for ; great 
numbers of Roman coins, even of Claudius himſelf, 
and of Vafpaſian, Titus, Domitian, and their ſeveral 
ſucceſſors, are daily found in and about this place; * 
not in heaps, pots, or large quantities together, as if 
they had been deſignedly buried, but diſperſed all 


about, as if accidentally loft at different times, buſhels 
| have 


/ 
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have been found in this town and che, chiefly in 
the higheſt parts, about St. Mary's, the Burgh-fields, 
St. John's Garden, &c. a certain ſign that the Roman 
city ſtood there. „„ EE 


From this time till the beginning of the reign of P. 
Lic Gallienus, that is from the year 211 to 260, we 
meet with nothing particularly relating to Britain. 


Gallienus being given up to idleneſs, luxury and riot, 


the empire was not only invaded on all ſides by its 
barbarous neighbours, but alſo full. of convulſions 
within its own bowels; for, thirty of the governors of 

the provinces aſſumed the imperial purple, in differ- 
ent parts, who are called by hiſtorians the thirty ty- 
rants: Six of them, namely, Lollianus, Victorinus, 
Poſthumus, the two Tetrici, and Marius, particularly 


Zare ſuppoſed to have been governors of this iſland; 


for their coins are daily found in great numbers about 
the town of Colcheſter. 


In the year 238, Coel II. general or governor of 


. this diftriQ, under the Romans, (who did much repair 


and beautify this town, and gave it the name of Kayr- 
Coel) ſeized the government of thoſe parts, now known 
by the names of Eſſex and Hertfordſhire, that anno 
242, his daughter Helena was born at Colcheſter; that 
anno 260, Conſtantius the Roman General in Spain, 
came and beſieged Colcheſter, held by Coel, againſt 
the Romans; but after the ſiege had continued long, 
it was raiſed upon Conſtantius's betrothing Helena; 
and by her, anno 265, he had his ſon Conſtantine, 


born 13985 che ſolemnization of the nuptuals. Vari- 


1 | | dus 
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ous are the opinion of authors, relative to the birth of 


Conſtantine, ſome aſſert he was twenty years old when 
his father came into Britain; others that he was at 


Naiſus. Colcheſter is very unfortunate, in having two 


fuch potent adverſaries as the moſt learned Dean Gale, 


and his learned ſon Roger Gale, Efq. the former of 
whom would place Camulodunum any where but here; 


and the latter is for depriving Colcheſter of the honor 
of having given birth to Conſtantine the Great. Prodi- 
gious quantities of this emperor's coins are daily found 
in and about this town. He divided Britain into four 

parts, viz. Britannia, Prima, bounded by the Thames, 
| Severn, and the Britiſh Channel: Britannica, Secunda, 
being what is now called Wales: Flavia Cæſarienſis, 


the midland parts of the iſle, wherein lay Calonia 
Camulodunum, (Colcheſter) Maxima er pg e alb 


the, northern parts as far as Severus's wall. ih 
It ſhould be remembered, to Conſtantine's ns 
tal honor, that he was the firſt Roman Emperor, who 


father Conftantius had ſecretly favored the Chriſtians, 


and ſtopped the perſecution againſt them; but Con- 


ſtantine declared himſelf theirproteQor. The Chriſtian 


Religion had been planted in this iſland, even in the - 


apoſtohcal times, and very probable by St. Paul, as 


| hath been proved by AND Ulher, and Bithop 
Stillingfleet. 9 


Thus Chriſtianity flouriſhed i in this city and _— 


bourhood for many years under the auſpicious reigns 1 


Mt | of 
* 


. 


made public profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and *: 
protetted and encouraged it by wholeſome laws. His 


© ef Conflaniug, and Copſtanting.the Great, and through 
q the favor and.encouragement of the moſt pious Helena, 
4  vbo,yndquhredly, eyed a, tender regard to this hex 
= pative, place, and built St. Helen's, Chapel; but the 

barbarpus and, beatheniſh Saxons, who became early 

poſſeſſed of theſe, parts, Wg . rene FOG 
bence for a while, 


| 2 Conſtantine, after Meg teen to the age of 66, 
died at Acbyron near Nicomedia, May 2 22 A. D. 337 
A. U. C. 108g, and was conſecrated after his deceaſe. 
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ales was cue beautifuleſt woman in the country, 
extremely well ſkilled in muſic, and adorned with all 
otber acquired as well as natural accompliſhments ; 
her father having no other child, had cauſed her to be 
_ Educated in ſuch a manner as might beſt fit her to go- 
vern. Withal ſhe was a woman of uncommon charity 
and piety, and | had been converted to Chriſtianity by 
her ſon, who committed the overſight of the ſeveral 
churches he, Was building to her care; Wherein the 
| acquitted | herſelf 3 in the moſt laudible manner. Having 2 
a very great deſire to viſit the place where our Saviour 
bad ſuffered, ſhe made a voyage to Jeruſalem, though 
ſhe was near fourſcore. In her journey, ſhe diſpenſed 
very « conſiderable gifts and benefaQtions to many per- 
| ſons, towns, and ſocieties. Finding that the, heatbens 
(offended at their ſuperſtious veneration paid to the 
place of Jeſus Chriſt's burial) had covered the tomb 
with a great quantity of earth, and erefted over it a 
a temple conſecrated to Venus: ſhe ordered that tem- 
1 ple to be pulled down, and the capth: to de removed, 
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in order to build there a magnificent church. While 
the workmen were preparing the place for the foun- 
dation, they diſcovered, on the gd, of May, 319, | 
three croſſes, whereon Jeſus Chriſt and the two theives 
had been crucified. Helena overjoyed at the finding 
of ſo great à treaſure, ſent part of the croſs of Chriſt 
to her ſon, as a moſt valuable preſent, and left the 
reſt at Jeruſalem. - This occurence, or invention, is 
what hath raiſed the reputation of St. Helen ſo high, 
and rendered her ſo extremely yenerable among the 
worſhippers of the Croſs ;. and for this very reaſon it . 
is, that the Arms of Colcheſter, her native place, are 
a Croſs hetween three Crowns, or Coronets. Ho. W 
ever this pious Princeſs died at Rome, in her ſon's 
arms, 18th Auguſt, a“. 327. 


About the beginning of vas the Ulrd ., 

5 reign, when the Roman affairs being ſomewhat re- 
ſtored by the victories of the famous Aetius over the 
Wiſigoths and Burgundions, this general, out of pity , 
for the wretched condition of the Britans, ſent them 
one legion commanded by Gallio of Ravenna, or as 
ſome ſay, Maximian. This aid arriving unexpettedly | 
in autumn, made great {laughter among the enemy, 
and drove the reſt againſt the walls. But the Romans 

not being able to ſtay, plainly told the Britans, That 
they could not any more undertake ſuch laborious - 

expeditions for their defence ;*”” and adviſed them to 
inure themſelves to arms, and to fight for their coun- 

try, eſtates, wives, children and liberties; and boldly 
encounter their enemies, who could not overcome 

G | them, 
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chem, unleſs. they gave themſelves, up to, cowardice, 
and lazineſs. They alſo exhort, them to repair the 
walls of Severus with ftone, and aſſiſt them i in. that. 
| work with all diligence, making it eight feet thick, 
and twelve high, Moreover they built towers on the 
ſquthern coaſt, to hinder the enemies landing. Then., 
leaving the inhabitants patterns how to make their 
weapons, and ;uſing proper encouragement to ſpirit up 
that lazy people, they took their laſt farewell of Bri- 
i tain, This was in the year of Chriſt 434, and. 48g. 
years from Julius Cæſar's landing in this iſſand, or. 
391 from the more abſolute. conqueſt of it by Clau- 
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from this iſland, the condition of the inhabitants 
of that part now called England, became much worſe 
than ever. The Pitts, Seots, and other Barbarians, 
then without controul ranged over every part; they 
poſſeſſed themſelves not only of all the north, but ex- 
"tended their ravages throughout the kingdom; fo that 
by continual devaſtations and troubles, the miſerable 
Britans were brought into ſuch horrible diſtrefs, that 
they were ſtarved, or forced to rob one another for 
preſent ſubſiſtance. This famine obliged even the 
hungary Pitts and Scots to leave this country quiet 
for a while; and during that reſpite, through the na-. 
tural goodneſs of the Britiſh ſoil, there enſued ſuch 


ns) 
an dgrecable plenty of all things, as was never remem- . 
bered in any age before; in which quiet interval, the 
Britans formed themſelves into ſeveral governments, 
and elected kings of their own; but inſtead of making 
2 thankful and proper uſe of their preſent happinefs 
and proſperity, the inhabitants of South Britain grew 
vicious, and ran into all manner of luxury and extra- 
vagance; too common a failing 1 in human nature; 48 
a juſt puniſhment for which, a dreadful plague raged 
amongſt them, and ſwept off ſuch numbers, that the 
living ſcarce could be ſufficient to bury the dead ; at 
the ſame time, their old invaders were preparing to 
renew their incurſions; whereupon they had recourſe 
once more to the Romans for affiſtance. But Attila 
having entered the empire with a moſt formidable ar- 
my, the Britans' moſt moving entreaties could not be 
regarded; being thus left without refuge, they fol- 
lowed the ſame method as their anceſtors were wont 
to do in times of common danger: : that is, they elected 
a monarch ; but the diſcord that reigned among the 
principal members of the ftate, prevented the good 
effects of this choice; for, ſeveral great men having 
fortified themſelves in divers parts, acted like ſov 
reigns. All the petty tyrants, jealous of one another, 
far from owning the monarch elett, ſought only to de- 
ſtroy him, in order to be choſen in his room. Thus 
the Britans, whilſt they endeavoured to unite them 
ſelves under one head, were plunged the Na an into 
anarchy and contuBon. 
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We know not the 1 names of thoſe monarchs till Vor- 
tigern, count, or king of the Dunmonii, elected in the 
year 445. He was by no means qualified to reſtore 


the affairs of the Britans; for, as he attained to the 


ſupreme dignity by artifice and cabal, and by the mur- 
der of his predeceſſor Conſtans, he wholly bent. his 
thoughts to maintain himſelf in the throne by the ſame 
wicked methods, regardleſs of the general welfare of 


his ſubjects. Living thus in equal dread of the ene- 


mies of the ſtate, and of his own ſubjeas, he deviſed 


an expedient to free himſelf, as he imagined, from 


the danger of the one, and the plots of the other. 
That was, to call in the Saxons; inſtead of permitting 
the PiQts to come and poſſeſs again South Britain, to 


which they had a better title than any other nation, as 


their anceſtors had been unjuſtly * of the 
ſame by the Romans. 


However, as Vortigern could not put his detgu in- 
to practice without the conſent of the Britans, he ſum- 
mons a general aſſembly; and, after deſcribing the 
extreme miſery of the nation, occaſioned by the ene- 
mies' repeated devaſtations, he propoſes the calling in 


the warlike Saxons to their aſſiſtance, by whoſe means 


they would ſoon be in a condition, not only to reſiſt, 
but alſo to attack in their turn, their cruel and con- 
Rant oppreſlors. 


This propoſal being approved of, it was agreed, af 
ter ſome debates, that the Saxons ſhould have the iſſe 
of Thanet, in Kent, as a proper place to land their 
forces, and alſo convenient whenever they might want 
; to 


E 
to return. into their country; and that: the Saxon ſol- 
diers ſhould be allowed pay, as ſettled by n 
on both ſides. 


TFTheręupon embailadors are Some to WirigiGl, « Gran 
ral of the Saxons, who were then in poſſeſſion of what 
is now called Holland. After hearing the cauſe of 
their coming, Witigiſil aſſured them, that the Saxons 
would ſtand by the Britiſh nation in their preſſing nee 
ceſſities; accordingly a ſupply of gooo men was gran- 
ted for that ſervice, on the conditions above-mens= . 
_ tjoned ; but the Saxons not thinking fit to ſend over 
at once ſo conſiderable a body of troops, to a country 
they had but an imperfect knowledge of; therefore, 
under pretence that they were not all ready, they ſhip- 
ped off only a part of them, on board three kiules, or 
long boats, with their commanders Hengiſt and Horſa, 
ſons of Witigifil. The nature of thoſe veſſels ſhews that 
the men could not be above 1000 in number. They ar- 
rived at Ebbsfleet in the iſle of Thanet; where Vorti- 
gern ſtood ready on the ſhore, and received them 
- with all demonſtrations of joy and reſpe& imaginable, 
putting them in immediate poſſeſſion of the iſland ac- 
cording to agreement. After they had refreſhed them- 
ſelves, Vortigern led them againft the Pitts and Scots, 
that were advanced as far as the place now called, 
Stanford, in Lincolnſhire, and whom they utterly 

routed. They conſtantly defeated them afterwards' 
in Wera encounters, ſo that the enemies being diſ- 
couraged by the frequent defeats, abandoned their 
conqueſts by degrees, and retired into their own coun- 
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y. treading noching ſo much as meeting wich une 
Sarons. | | | 7 


Vortigern overjoyed to ſee his ee thus . 
happily ſuc ceed, in order the more effectually to en- 
gage Hengiſt and Horſa to ſupport him in his power, 
preſents them with ſome lands in Lincolnſhire, near 
the place where they had defeated the Pitts and Scots; 
and there they ſhortly after built Thongcaſter, to fe- 
eure the booty they ſhould take _ the enemy, 


i The Britans growing uneaſy at this ſettlement of 
the Saxons, Hengiſt and Horlſa ſent for the remainder _ 
of the go00 men, which came over in ſixteen large 


veſſels, A. D. 450, and among them Eſcus and Rowena, 
eldeſt ſon and aller oſ Hengit. 


HFengiſt bwin now Wied ie project of ſettling 
In Britain, to which he was encouraged by the fruit- 
fulneſs of the place, and the indolence and luxury of | 
the inhabitants; makes uſe of his daughter Rowena 
to accompliſh his ambitious deſigns. Having obſerved 
that love and pleaſure were Vortigern's predominant 
paſſions, he invites him to a feaſt; and ſo manages, 
that this laſcivious prince falls in love with Rowena, 
and deftres her to marriage, though he had a wife liv- 
ing and ſeveral children, but he could not obtain her 

father's conſent, without giving up Kent to him, which 


be peopled ſometime after with Jutes; and of which 
__ _ — him the name of 292 in 455, 


8 Tho I h. 
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Though Hengiſt had a good body of troops here 


under his command, he did not think it ſufficient to 


execute his vaſt projects: the Britans therefore freely 


venting their complaints againſt. him and Vortigern, 
he thence took occaſion to perſuade. that weak mon 
arch; to let him. ſend for more forces over; which 
having done, Octa, brother of Hengiſt comes over? 
with forty ſhips, bringing with him his ſon Ebuſa, ande 
a great number of Saxon troops. Theſe firſt ravaged 
the Orcades, then making a deſcent on the coaſts of 
the Pitts, obliged them to retire northwards; as ſoon- 
as the Picts had thus deſerted part of their country 
the Saxons fixed themfelves ſo ſtrongly, that it was 
not poſſible to diſpoſſeſs them. At firſt they ſettled on 
the north-ſide of the Tine towards the eaſt, (now 
Northumberland) and afterwards advanced towards 
the fouth, drove by degrees, the Britans beyond the 
Humber; vith theſe freſh'- ſupplies; Hengiſt© found 
himſelf ſtrong enough to be in no great fear of any 
attempt from the Britans; nay, he began to ſhew lefs 
regard for Vortigern; and, under colour of wanting 
frequent recruits to keep upſthe number of his forces, 
fent for continual ſupplies from Germany, without 
aſking his leave. At length he throws away the maſk,” 
and demands larger allowance for his troops; declar- 
ing, *unleſs it was granted him, he would break the © 
treaty, and waſte- the whole country.” The Britans P 
greatly ſurpriſed and provoked at theſe menaces, not 
only refuſed to comply with:the Saxons' unreaſonable* 
demands, but alſo began to rouſe themſelves, and A 
think of means to free their country from theſe inſo- 
| lent 


De 1 N 
> ll 1 3 


PEERS 


3 
— 


AS 7 
7 — 


\. 


* V » * 


lent gueſts, whom they now looked upon as their 
mortal enemies; for that purpoſe, juſtly deeming 
Vortigern unworthy of the ſupreme command, the 

chief of the Britans entered into a confederacy, and 
ſuddenly compelled him to make his ſon partner with 
him in the government, and to leave the adminiſtra- 
tion of affairs to his care: ſo that on a ſudden Vorti- 


mer was inveſted with the whole royal authority, leav- 
ing his father only the empty title of king without any 
power. Hengiſt finding he was like to have a fierce 
war upon his hands, haſtily concluded a peace with 


the Pits; and then made a powerful diverſion in the 


north by means of them, and the Saxons ſettled i in 


. parts. 


The courſe of the war 8 * and che a 


: yy * 


are not very diſtinctly related; only we find, that in the 


years 455, 456, 457, three battles were fought in Kent, 
between the Britans and the Saxons; the firſt near the 
river Darent, the ſecond near Aylesford, in which 
Horſa and Catigern, Vortimer's ſecond ſon were ſlain, 
and the laſt near Crayford, wherein Vortimer was en- 
tirely defeated, with the loſs of more than 4000 men, 
and his beſt officers ; ſo that not being able to keep 


the field, he was forced to ſhut himſelf in London. ? 


In the mean while the barbarous Saxons having no. 


oppoſition, committed terrible outrages and unheard 


cruelties; of which theſe parts undoubtedly had an 

unhappy ſhare. What might have ſaved the Britans, 

proved, through their unreaſonable faQions and ani- 
moſities their farther ruin; for, Aldroen, king of Ar- 


morica 
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morica having ſent 10,000 men to their aſſiſtante, un. 


der the command of Aurelius Ambroſius, ſecond ſon 
of Conſtantine; Vortimer's party repreſented him as 


an uſurper, who was come to ſeize the crown under 


colour of defending it. Both ſides having at length 
wrought themſelves up into the utmoſt fury, a civil 
war enſued, which laſted ſeven or eight years; and 
thus the miſerable Britans, always a prey to their in- 
teſtine diviſions, inſtead of uniting againſt the common 
enemy, deſtroyed one another; at length, the wiſeſt 
ol both parties conſidering, that their diſſenſion would 


be the cauſe of their common ruin, and was put to it, 


by parting the kingdom between the contending princes; 
Vortigern and Vortimer had the eaſtern, (and this town 
among the reſt) and Ambroſius the weſtern part; di- 
vided from one another by the Roman , called 
afterwards Watling-Street. 


3 who had for many years paſt entertained 
ſtrong hopes of becoming ater of Britain, finding 


himſelf obliged, after a twenty years war, to ſit down 


contented with Kent, and ſome few other ſmall diſtricts, 


was the moſt uneaſy party at the concluſion of the peace 


in 475 after the death of Vortimer, who died in that 
year; but Hengiſt being a man of unbounded ambi- 
tion, and void of all principles of honor or juſtice, he 
reſolved to extort by fraud and violence, what he.could 

not obtain by fair and honorable means; for that pur- 
poſe, putting on a peaceable and contented diſpoſition, 
he invited Vortigern, (who was a man of pleaſure to 
a 1 88 W RN Vortigern went thither, at- 
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teidsd with 300 of his principal fubjects; and; un- 
armed, as fuſpecting no treachery; but towards an end 
of the feaſt, a guard being defignedly raifed by Hen- 
Bil, at a certain fignal given, the Britiſh Lords were 
all murthered by the Saxons, who had concealed g 

ers, or ſhort ſwords for that purpoſe. Vortigern's. 
Fx was ſpared, and he was only made priſoner; but 
be could not purchaſe his liberty without delivering 


up to the Saxons a great tract of land bordering upon 


Kent, Which Hengiſt added to his ſmalP territories : 
this was afterwards divided into three r and 
1 8 80 with old Saxons. 


5 F rom this time, Eſſex remained in the 5 
poſſeſſion of the Saxons for ſome years; and in the 
year 527, Eſſex was erected into a diſtinct kingdom, 
one of the heptarchy. This kingdom comprehended 


not only the preſent county of Eſſex, but alſo Middle- 


ſex, and part of Hertfordſhire ; much the ſame diſtri 
as what is now called the Dioceſe of London. The 
principal cities therein were Colcheſter, and London 


its capital, which afterwards became the metropolis of 


all England. The founder of this kingdom was Er- 
chenwin, ſon of Offa; deſcended from Woden the 


| common parent of the Saxon kings. Our ancient 


Hiſtorians tell us nothing of this prince, except his 


name and pedigree, relating neither the number of 
his forces, the place of his landing, nor ſo much as 


the leaſt encounter he had n che amend He died | 
in 587. „ e ad 


His 
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His Wee in the throne of Eſſex were, Sledda, 
Sabyrhi, Saxred, Siward, and Sigebriht, who reigned, 
Jointly; Sigebriht the Little; Sigebrigt the Good; 
Swithelm; Sibbi, and Sighere; Sigehard, and Senfrid; | 
Offa; Selred,® and Swithred. 12 6 
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* Szbyrht, ſon and ſucceſſor of Sledda, was the firſt 
chriſtian king of the Eaſt Saxons ; for thoſe people, at- 
the time of their firſt ſettling here, were Heathens; and 
eruelly perſecuted all ſuch as profeſſed chriſtanity. 
But A. D. 604, Mellitus being ſent by Auguſtine the 
monk, to preach the goſpel to the Eaſt Saxons, eſpe- 
cially at London; Szbyrht was converted by his? 
preaching, and the example and influence of his uncle 
Athelbyrht, king of Kent, who built the cathedral 
church of St. Paul's, London; and removed che ſee 4 
thither from St, Peter's in Cornhill ; and then this, 
town and country were made Part of the ſee of Lon- 
don. Sæbyrht himſelf was noted for his piety and 
| zeal for religion; and founded the church and abbey . 
of Thorney, 614, which lying weſt of the ſame, was 
for that reaſon called Weſtminſter. 27 


: Sigebrigt the Good, reſtored chriſtianity 3 in his Ne 
minions, from whence it had been baniſhed ever ſince. 
the death of Sæbyrht; he was convinced of the ab- 
ſurdities of idolatry by his intimate friend Oſwi, king 
of Northumberland, whom he uſed frequently to viſit; . 
and by his good inſtructions, being perſuaded (with 
the conſent of his people) to make open profeſſion of | 
the Chriſtian Religion, was baptized by Fi inan, biſhop , 
of Lindisfarne. Upon his return to his dominions, he 
».fF - MY 7 deſired 


G N 1 
fefired Ofwf to ſend him ſome teachers, to inſtrutt 
bis ſubjects in the faith of Chriſt. Accordingly Cedd 
and another prieſt, came and preached the goſpel in - 
theſe parts with good ſucceſs. Cedd finding the num- 
ber of Chriſtians increaſing, took a journey to Lindis- 
farne, and was conſecrated biſhop of the Eaſt Saxons; 
and then returning into theſe parts, erected churches 
in many, places, and conſecrated prieſts and deacons 
to aſſiſt him in the work of the miniſtry. He exerciſed. 
it chiefly in the moſt unhealthy and ignorant parts of 
the country, about Ithanceſter, and Tilbury, and the 
preſent hundred of Dengy and Rochford. 


| After the death of Swithred, the laſt king of Eller, | 
mentioned above, there were ſome few other kings, 
but the names are not recorded any where; alt we 
know i is, That after Kent had been conquered by Ec. 
bryht, this kingdom, among the reſt, ſubmitted to him 
A. D. 823, and ſo it was diſſolved, the teprarchy + 
ing converted into a monarchy. 


Under Ecbryht's ſucceſſors, this: town and _ 
now became part of the kingdom of England, remain- 
ing without any great alterations ; ; eſpecially after the | 
ſeveral diſtributions of it were finally ſettled by Alfred 
the Great. But from the year 787 to 1013, it was 
| miſerably harraſſed by the piracies and depredati ons 
of the Danes; and came ſucceſſively under the power 
and government of four of their kings; namely, Swægn, 
Edmund Ironfide, Cnut, and Hardicliurs. And es ; 
leads us to conlidet, ee 


2 : 2 C7 F 3.4 if 1 f . 1 
0 * . 810 * 5 1 N * * 
f n F . 
. 
* | 
N 4 9 
. } | The 
* F » 


* 35 5 


A 


tre Sgt tre 
the State of the Town under the Danes, 


If nes 8 were poſſeſſed not only of the pre- 
ſent kingdom of Denmark, but alſo to ſome part 
of the coaſt of Holland, and of Norway; thus conve- 
e niently ſituated for navigation, they became, very 
powerful at ſea; and as trade was not then ſo much 
in faſhion, they chiefly; employed themſelves in pira- 
cies, and ravaged the coaſt of Europe, particularly of: 
England, France, and the Low Countries. . * 


Their firſt deſcent into England, was upon the ach 
ern coaſt in the year Lis but nothin; happened in 
theſe parts till the year 566. when nog and witt- 
tered among the Eaſt. Angles, (Suffolk and Norfolk) 
but did not enter Eſſex at that time, and coming back 
in $70, they ſlew Edmund, tributary king of the Eaſt 
Angles, from whom St. Edmund's s Bury took its name z 
and ravaging all that country, made the monaſteries 
of Bardney, Croyland, Peterburgh, and Ely; for thoſe 
brutiſh plunderers were ſtill Heathens. King Ethered 
fought nine pitched battles with them in 871, but ſtar 
they kept their ground; and having brought Eaſt An- 
glia wholly into their on power, ſettled there in 879, 
under the government of Godrun; who, the year be- 
fore, entered into a treaty, with king Alfred, and em- 
braced Chriſtianity ; by this treaty the Danes engaged 
never to invade Weſſex again; but they remained in 
poſſefñion of the whole country north of the Humber, 


? 
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ZR of the late kingdom of 8 as alſo of Eſſex, 
as bounded by the river Thames and Lea, and with it 
of this town in particular; has is, of above one part 


is three of England. e | * 


Alfred being ſenſible chat a powerful fleet was the | 
beſt ſecurity againſt future Danifh invaſions, took an 
opportunity of this peace to furniſh himſelf with a con- 


ſiderable one; and putting out to ſea, deſtroyed thoſe 


rovers wherever he could find them; particularly ſome 
of bis veſſels that were ſailing from the coaſt of Kent 
northward, ſurpriſed ſixteen of the enemies ſhips at 
the Sture's mouth near Harwich, took them all, and 


put the men to the ſword; but in their return, they 
fell among a ſtronger fleet of Danes, ſet out by the” 
Eaſt Angles, who had broke the peace with king - 


ed: and they not only took and deſtroyed thoſe ſhips _ 


4 of his, but alſo many others about the Thames mouth. 


Notwithſtanding this adv antage, Alfred re-took Lon- 
don from them, which he repaired and fortified, as he 


did alſo many other places and towns in the kingdom. | 
' Godrun died in 890, whereupon this town and coun- 
try came again into Zlfred's poſſeſſion, who made 


ee earl of the ſame. 


The Daniſh pirates wad left our coaſts unmoleſted 


from the year 885 to 893; a band of them came with 
250 ſhips to Romney, and entrenched themſelves at 
Appledore; another band landing ſhortly after in the 


Thames mouth, built a fortification at Milton, and 


ravaged the adjoining TY in a mercileſs manner, 
e 545 1 ; 
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Before king Alfred marched againſt them, he en- 
deavoured to ſecure the reſt of their countrymen ſets 
tled in Northumbria and Eaſt Anglia to his obedience, 
by exacting a new oath of fidelity from them, and ta- 
king hoſtages from the latter; but, notwithſtanding 
ſuch engagements, theſe faithleſs barbarians joined the 


new-come-rovers upon every occaſion, in Rn plun- | 
ders and ravages. 


Alfred in order to prevent the junction of the two 
bands that had landed in Kent, went and poſted him- 
ſelf between them; A. D. 894 ; and though he thereby 
prevented a junction, he could not help their robbing 
in ſmall parties. When they had got à good booty 

together, they attempted to carry it over the river 
Thames into Eſſex, to their ſhips that lay at anchor 
on that coaſt; but the king's forces overtook them at 
Farnham, and having diſperſed them, recovered the 
booty. Thence the rovers fled over the Thames, and 
- up the river Colne imo the iſland of Brekleſey. where 
the king's army beſieged them as long as their provi- 
ſions laſted ; when they were ſpent they returned home, 
and the king went and ſupplied their place with the 
forces of the county; but the Danes remained there 
blocked up, becauſe their king having been wounded 

in the late battle, was not fit to be removed. In the 
mean while, the treacherous Northumberian and Eaſt 
Anglain Danes, notwithſtanding their engagements, 
finding their countrymen, here too hard preſſed, made 
a diverſion in their favor with two fleets; one of forty, 
Jail, going * the north of Scotland, went and A 
Ma : "2" _ 
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tacked a fort on the north fide of Devonftine; 'the 
bother of an hundred ſhips, going down the channel, 
laid fiege to Exeter, Alfred informed of this, flew to 
the relief of that place with a large army; leaving 
ſome forces to block up the Danes here. Another 
party of Engliſh, reinforced by the Londoners, came. 
and attacked a fort at South Bemflect ; where,Heſten 
and the other Daniſh band had poſted themſelves from 
Middleton and Appledore, it being ſtronger by nature 
than thoſe places. The fort was ſoon taken with all 
the booty therein, and razed; and of the Daniſh ſhips 
Rationed there, ſome were broken to pieces, others 
burnt, and the reft carried to Rocheſter, or in the 
river Colne? as above mentioned, aſſembled at South 
Shoebury, and built a caſtle there, to ſecure their 
booty and ſhipping, according to their uſual method: 
and then made incurſions quite through England. as 
far as the Severn; where they were either ſtarved, or. 
; moſtly deſtroyed by the king's forces. The remnant 
of them fled i into this county, and retired to their caſtles 
or retrenchments, and to their ſhipping, and gathered, 
together a large army before winter, chiefly out of the 
Northumbrian and Eaſt Angles; and leaving their 
wives, ſhips and money in Eaft Anglig/ they renewed 
their incurſions, and penetrated as far as Cheſter; 
when they could ſubſiſt no longer they retired through 
Northumbria and Eaſt Anglia into this country, with 
ſo much precipitation, that the king's forces could not 
come up to them; and even theſe cowardly plunder- 
ers, for their further ſecurity, ſheltered themſelves in 
; fea iſland; at the nou of the river Calne, where 
N not. 
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not caring, or not being able to winter, they ſailed up 
the Thames, and drew their ſhips up the river Lea, 
about twenty miles north of London, near Hertford, 
and there ereQed a caſtle or fortification for their de- 
fence; but king Alfred having made ſeveral cuts 
through Hackney marſh, and turned the current of the 
river from Oldford through Stratford, deprived them 
of all opportunity of getting them off again; where 
upon the Danes quitted them, and retired to the Se- 
vern. The year following, 897, a plague that raged 
OE || England, drove them over into France, after they 
had made greater devaſtations than thut dreadful dif- 
temper. To keep them off from the coaſts for the 
future, king Alfred invented new gallies, by the help 
of which he deſtroyed as many as attempted to land 
afterwards; whereupon the Danes ſettled here, ſub- 
mitted to him, and acknowledged him ſovereign of all 
: England ; but this great and renowned king enjoyed 
peace and quietneſs only a very ſhort time; for he 
departed this life in go1, after a troubleſome though 
glorious reign of ey Banc! years and an half. 


His death brought freſh troubles, particularly: to 
this town and country; for his ſon Edward, ſurnamed 
the Elder, having ſucceeded him, Æthelwald, eldeſt 
ſon of Ethelbriht, king Alfred's eldeſt brother, reſol- 
ved to diſpute the crown with him, and landed in Eſ- 
ſex in 904, with an army of Danes and Normans, which 
ſoon made themſelves maſters of theſe parts; but 
 Ethelwald being flain the year following, in an en- 
gagement near Bradenſtroke i in Wiltſhire, peace was 
| r reſtored 


0 


xeftored to this kingdom ; the 1 here ſettled, ac. 
knowledging Edward for their ſovereign, as they had 
done his father, and the Normans returned home; 
about this time he became again maſter of the beſt 
part of Eſſex, which had Wer many years in fabjeRion 
80 the Danes. + INTE | ; 


=” 


In order to ſecure the poſſeſſion of it, and to awe 
"the wavering inhabitants, King Edward came, in the 
beginning of the year 913 to Maldon, and encamped 
there the whole ſummer, whilſt a town was building 
and fortifying at Witham. In 920 he came again to 
Maldon, which he rebuilt and fortified, for we may 
ſuppoſe it had ſuffered much during the Danes de- 
predations. All this while Colcheſter, as being a 
ſtronger place, remained in the hands of the Danes; . 
but in 921, a large army of Engliſh aſſembled together 
in autumn, as well from this county, as from Kent, 
Surry, and the neighbouring towns; and coming to 
Colcheſter, beſteged this town till they took it; after 
which, they plundered i it, and killed all the Danes that 
were therein, except a few that eſcaped over the walls. 
Immediately after, the Danes drew together a large 
army out of Suffolk and Norfolk, taking al ſo ſome 
pirates to their aſſiſtance; and, in order to revenge 
their late defeat, went and laid ſiege to Maldon; but 
multitudes coming to their aſſiſtance, the Danes quit- 
ted the ſiege and fled; and being purſued, many hun- 
dreds of them were ſlain. In the beginning of Na- 
r e . Edward came to Coleheſter 


4161 


wth an army of w 7eſt Saxons, and repaived or adult 
the wall where it was nee l 
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Alter about ſeventy years reſt, theſe parts began to 
be diſturbed again by the Danes; for, in 991, they 
landed i in Suffolk, and plundered Ipſwich, the forces 
that were ſent againſt them not being able to ſtop their 
ravages. In the end, to prevail upon them to deſiſt, 
an unhappy expedient was deyiſed by Siric Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, which was attended with very pernici- 
ous confequences, as it ſerved only to encourage them 
in their invaſions; namely, the giving them a large 

ſum of money, ſtyled in proceſs of time Danegeld. 
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7 
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In 993 they landed again, and pillaged Ipſwich, 
and thence paſſing by this town, they advanced to 
Maldon, where having overthrown Byrhtnoth, the 
king's ealdoman, they remained maſters of the field 

of battle; ſo that Æthelred was forced to make a peace 
: wh them. | 


The year foltodinit, having attempted in vain t6 
become maſters of London, they ravaged the coaſts of 
Eſſex and Kent, &c. and wintered at Southampton; 
for ſeveral years after, they ravaged many places with 
fire and ſword, and committed many horrible barba- 
rities. 


As their countrymen were ſettled here, and joining 
them on all occaſions, Æthelred ordered a general 
maſſacre of them, which was executed the 13th of No- 
e 100, with implacable fury and cruelty; but 

"SM | this 
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this vas ſeverely revenged afterwards. - Though a 
large fleet was fitted up by the Engliſh in 1008, they 
could not hinder another roving band of Danes from 
wintering the very next year in the Thames; which 
drew their ſubſiſtance from this town and parts adja- 
cent; and by the end of the year 1011, they were be- 
come maſters not only of this county, but of Middle- 
ſex, Eaſt Anglia, and twelve other counties. The 
decifive battle of Aſſandune, or Aſhdon near Bartlow, 
in 1016, fixed their dominion here for a While. 


Wan the year 1016, till the a0 we find no- 
thing particular relating to this town or county. 
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The State of Colcheſter under the Nor- 
man Kings, and their Succeſſors. 


A great and untxpefied e 7 My 
tedly made ſome alteration ip the Saxon laws and 
| 489 # WG but not ſo general as lone have imagined. 


Both Normans _ Saxons were originally of the 
ſame ſtock, and therefore may be ſuppoſed to have 
agreed in the eſſentials of government and policy: as 
for their religion it was the ſame; equally ſtained and 
corrupted with the errors of popery. 


All who would acknowledge duke W illiam's tle 
and ſubmit to his government, became the objects of 
bis favor and protection; as to the abſolute con- 

1 8 
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gueſt which ſome have dreamt of, there was really ng - 
fuch thing : The conteſt lay between duke William, 
and king Harold and his party; the latter being over- 
powered, were, by the common fate of war, deprived 
ol their places and eſtates; eſpecially if they obſtinately 
refuſed to yield to the ſuperior force; and the like is 
to be ſaid of the frequent revolts that happened i in this 
reign: the generality that would ſubmit and be quiet, 
had nothing taken from them, and were far from er 
| ing treated like a conquered: people. Py nes : 


* * 


However, what the ſtate af. 8 was in the | 
time of king William 1. will appear by the following, 
extract of that original ſurvey, commonly called 
Doomſday-book, of which an exact copy, as far. as 
relates to this town ; by that it appears, that the Bi- 
ſhop of London had in Colcheſter fourteen houſes and 
four acres, paying no rent except ſcot, unleſs it was 
to the biſhop. - In the ſame, Hugh held of the biſhop 
two hides and one acre, for which he paid rent. Al 
ways two carucates in demeſne, and one plough-land 
for the tenants, and two villans, and eleven borders, 
and one ſervant, fix acres and an half of meadow. 
Now one mill, then worth 40s. | 


The next article in that book ching to Colcheſter, 
| beginning with Greenſtead, after which it is ſaid, that 
the Burgeſſes claimed cuſtom and ſcot out of Lexden, 
lying near the land which Godric held. 


Then follows a lift of the King' s Burgeſſes who paid 
rent, (the ſame as fee-ferm rents; which is the reaſon- 


of 
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W⁵% 
che many fee-farms paid, even now, out of this 
town, to the king's receiver.) The number of thoſe 


_— was 276, who had 955 houſes, and _— 
Aexes of land, beſides 51 acres of meadow. 


„Acker that, we have an account of ſome great men 

who had poſſeſſions in this town. Hamo Dapifer had 

| one houſe, and one court or hall, and one hide of 
| land and fifteen burgeſſes, holden by his predeceſſor 
Thurbern in Edward the Confeſſor's time; all which 
uſed then to pay rent, except the hall; and that the 

durgeſſes ſtill paid ſo much a head; but nothing for 

their arable land, and the hide they held of Hamo. 
In the hide there was then one carucate, or plough- 
fand, but at the time of the ſurvey none. Six acres 
of meadow; all which was worth in _ Edward's 
ame 41. 


Manſune rs houſes -and four acres. Goda one 
houſe. Eudo Dapifer five houſes, and forty acres of 
land; which the burgeſſes held in king Edward's time, 
all this, with the fourth part of St. Peter's church pays 
305. 8 ; | 


Hugh de Montfort one houſe, which his predeceſſor 
Codric held in king Edward's time, and then paid the 
| king's rent, but now none. 

"Roger Piftavienſis one houſe, which his predeceſſor 

Alllet held in the time of king Edward, and paid the 
King's rent, but now doth not, nor hath done 3 

Reger became poſſeſſed of it. 5 


IM | Earl 
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Far Euſtace twelve houſes, beſides one which En- 
Wie hath ſeized. In king Edwards time they paifl 


the king's rent, but now. they do not, . d 
ſince Euſtace hath enjoyed them. 


— 


| William, the biſhop's nephew two douſes Oe. 
Turchil holds, and pays rent, 


Otto the Goldimith three houſes, Helis at Eſcelde- 
forde, which the counteſs Alueva held, and they paid 
the king's rent, but now do not. And this is part of 
the . land. | eh Shy 


The Abbot of Weſtminſter four hols, which dl 


Harold held at Ferigens, and they ou” then rent, . 
wan now do not. | 


Gaisfrid de n two ea 1 Pi 


| Erlige held in king n s time, and they paid dent. 


dut now do not. 


Poo one houſe, 3 Goda held. at Elmeſtade i in 


king Edward's time, it then paid the King's, rent, hut 
now only head money. | d bon 


William de Wateville one *** of his-own name, 
which Robert Wimarc held in king Erd aun 
and it paid rent, but now do not. 


— 


Turſtin Wiſcard three houſes of John Fitz Waleram, 
and half an hide of land, which two burgeſles held i in 


King Edward's time, and they . PP king $ 1 
| but now none. 


R ami 
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als Ranulf Piperell five hoüſes, which Ailmar at Ter- 


Hinge held in the time of kinlg Edward, and they paid 
rent, but now dd not: one of them is without the nw. 


Radulf Baignart e one 8 5g which Ailmar Melc 2 at 
Follenſum held in king Edward $ hike” and it then 
paid rent, but now does not. | 


The Abbefs of Berchingis three hates, and the 
then paid rent, but not now. 


3© TH #4 2151 Bi | | 

Alberic de Ver two houſes. and three acres 10 tad, 
which Ulwin his een held in king Edward's- | 
"time, and they then 185 rent. nk 


7 
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The king's Andes in e 102 acres of 
land, of which ten are meadow, wherein are ten bor- 
ders, and beſides that 240 acres between paſture and 


heath; and all this 1 is let to ferm by the Ling. 


0 
In common among the burgeſſes fourſcore acres of | 


land, and eight perches round the wall, of all which, 
"the burgeſſes have 60s. a year for the king's a 
$6 need be, if not, they divide it in common. 


And the cuſtom is, for the king's burgeſſes to pay 
«yearly, fifteen days after Eaſter, two marks of ſilver, 
and that belongs to the king's ferm: likewiſe ſixpence a 
ear out of each houſe ; which may be employed either 
for the maintenance of the king's ſoldiers, or for an 
expedition by ſea or land; and that to be paid, whe> 
ther the king bath ſoldiers, or undertakes : an Ty 


tion. e 3 g 
„„ . And 
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And for thoſe Abele the whole city paid! in king 
Edward's time, in lieu of all debts, 151. 58. 3d. a year; 
of which the moneyers paid 4l. in the time of king 
Edward; but now fourſcore pounds, and a quart of 


4 


honey, or 40s. 4d. beſides 100s. fine to the Sheriff, 


and 10s. 8d. for the maintenance of prebendaries. 


Moreover the Burgeſſes of Colcheſter, and of Mel- 
dune, pay à0l. for the privilege of coining money, 
which was ſettled by Waleram; and they appeal to 


the king, that he hath remitted them 10l. and Wal- 


chelin, the biſhop s tenant, demands of them 40l. 


Then follows an account bf St. Peter's church, of 
which an abſtraft is given under the head of that pa- 
riſh. This is the ſubſtance of chat moſt ancient and 
valuable record, Ayled Doomſday-book, as far : as it 
n relation to this town. 


©, 


| Colcheſter now pech a | fixed ind ſettled part of 


the Engliſh monarchy, we ſhall therefore ſet down, in 
order of time, what hath occurred in each king” 8 reign 5 


; relating more immediately to this . 


2 king William the Ind. we find nothing re- 
arkable concerning it: only that it was put by! him 
under the government of Eudo Dapifer, the munifi- 


cent founder of St. John's 8 abbey. 


King Henry 1. granted his letter patent to the ten- 
ants of his'manor of Colcheſter. Theſe letters were 
8 85 * our records in. queen Elizabeth's 


K reign, 
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keign, and undoubtedly were exceeding curious and 
valuable: but they are now loſt. 


In the reign of king Stephen, and in the ninth and 


ſeventeenth years of king Henry II, the crown was 


ſeized or poſſeſſed of this town; and it was let in ferm 


to the Sheriff of Eſſex and Hertfordſhire ; but in the 
thirty-ſecond and thirty-third of king Henry II. and 


even before, it was granted to the men or burgeſlcs 


of Colcheſter for a fee-farm of 421. 


In the beginning of the ſame king Henry's reign, 
the burgeſſes were in poſſeſſion of Kingſwood- Heath; 


which, for reaſons not particularly mentioned, the 


king took again into his own hands, in the fourteenth 
year of his reign. They had alſo then, and in the 


i time of Henry I. the cuſtoms or duties of the water, 


and of the banks and ſides of the ſame. 


— 


King Richard I. confined the ancient privileges 


of this town, and alſo enlarged them very much by 


his Charter : which is the moſt ancient we have now 


E extant. 


| Daring the fierce. conteſts between king John and 


his barons, in 1215, Saher de Quincy, earl of Win- 
= cheſter, having brought an army of foreigners into 


this kingdom, beſieged Colcheſter Caſtle, but hearing 
that the barons at London were haſtening to its relief, 
he withdrew to St. Edmund's-bury. However, he, 
or another party, ſoon made themſelves maſters of it; 
and Rp this town as they had done Ipſwich and 


other | 
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Biker places; but the king retook it after a few days 
ſiege. 


The year following, in the beginning of Henry the 
IIIrd's reign, Lewis, ſon of Philip II. king of France, 


having been invited over by the diſcontented barons, 
made himſelf mafter, not only of this caſtle and town, 
but alſo of all the eaſtern parts of England. 


8 In the reign of king Edward 1. very large fums were 
impoſed and aſſeſſed upon this nation; particularly in 
the firſt and eighth of his reign, a fifteenth was levied 


upon this town and its liberties, as appears by the rolls 
{till preſerved ; and a tallage, in the fourth of his reign, | 
to which this town paid 641. 18s. 10d. In the twenty-. 
fourth of the ſame reign, a ſeventh was alſo raiſed, 
within the precin& and liberty of the burgh of Col- 


cheſter, on the goods and chattles every one had the 
Michaelmas before, by the oath of twelve of the bur- 
geſſes: of the manner of which aſſeſſment, be pleaſed 
to take theſe few inſtances from the original roll: 
« Richard Tubbe had, the' day aforeſaid, one quart 


and an half of wheat, at half a. mark per quarter; 


four quarters of barley, at 48. a quarter; four quar- 
ters of oats, at 28. a quarter; twenty pounds of wool, 
at 28, per pound; a little piece of cloth, 4s; a bed, 
price 4s; two oxen, each half a mark; two ſteers, 


each 6s; two bullocks, each gs; one cow, 5s; two 
horſes, with a cart, price 1 mark; hay for the ſame, 


pen 25; a braſs pot, price gs. 


Sum 611. 16s. 8d. —The ſeventh of that 198. 6d. qu. 
oc K 2 . „ H 


1 


{  ) 
Henry Godyar | had, on the day aforeſaid, five quar- 
ters of rye, at 5s. per quarter; four hogs, price 583 


one ſilver cup, price 5s; two ſilver ſpoons, dach worth 


10d. &c. 


Robert Lord Fitzwalter had, the day e ad, © 
his manor in the vill of Lexden, eight Mantert of rye, 
pr. cach quarter 55. &c. e 15 


But the moſt minute and remarkable taxation Was 
| as follows, viz. In the eighteenth of this ſame king, 
the parliament having granted his majeſty a fifteenth. 
of all the moveables in England, which grant was af- 
terwards repeated, and extended to all the cities and 
burghs: Colcheſter was alſo aſſeſſed thereto, among 
the reſt, on the twenty-ninth of that king, anno 1300. ; 
The original taxation for that year is ſtill extant, and 
among the town records. The number of perſons 
therein. aſſeſſed in this town and the liberties, WAS « 
9903 and the whole ſum chey were taxed at, amounted 

to 241. 128. 7d. as the manner of aſſeſſin g theſe fifteenths 
is but little known, we mall lay a ſpecimen of it before 
our readers f from, this curious roll. | 


«Roger the Dyer had, on Michaelmas-day laſt in 
his [74 wig or cup-board, one filver buckle, price 
18d.—one cup of mazer, pr. 18d. A his chamber 
two gowns, pr. 20s —two beds, pr. half a mark .—one 
napkin and one towel, Pr. 28.—In his houſe, one ewer 
with a baſon, pr. 14d. —one andiron, pr. 8d.— In his 
kitchen, one braſs pot, pr. 10d. —onè braſs ſkillet, 
pr. VE: braſs Er, pr. d. ane trivet, pr. 4d. 

—In 
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In his brewbouſe, one quarter of oats, pr. 38. 
wood-aſhes, pr. half a mark. — one great fat for dying, 
pr. 2s. 6d.—Item one cow, pr. 38. one calf, pr. 28. 
two pigs, pr. 28. each 12d. —one ſow, pr. 15d. 

billet-wood and fagots for firing, pr. 1 mark. | 


Sum 178. 5d. — The fifteenth of that. 


William the Miller had, the day aforeſaid, in ready 
money one mane of ſilver. In his cupboard, a filver 
buckle, pr. gd.—one ring, pr. 1s.—In his granery, 
one quarter of wheat, pr. 4s.—one quarter of barley, 
pr. 3s.—two quarters of oats malted, pr. 48. each quar=, 
ter 2s.—two hogs, pr. 108. each 56. tuo pigs, pr. 38. 
each 18d. —one pognd of wool, pr. 35. &c. 


* 
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The Abbot of St. John's, Colcheſter; had, the any! 
aforeſaid at Greenſted, eight quarters of rye, pr. 248. 
at gs. a quarter. Item four ſtallions, pr. 248. each 6s, 


four oxen, pr. 40s. each 10s, —Twenty-foyr ſheep, 
pr. 248. 12d. each, &c. NED 


tf 


Robert Lord F itzwalter had, the day aforefaid, in 
his manor of Lexden, ten quarters of rye, pr. 30s, each 
| quarter 38. — twenty quarters of ſmall oats, pr. 238 4d. 
at 20d. a quarter.— fix heifers, pr. 18s. at 38. each, % 


And they did not ſpare even the pooreſt:perſons, as 
appears by this, among many other like inſtances, 


John Fitzelias, weaver, had, the Guy: Mea one 
old coat, pr. 25.—one lamb, pr. 6d. 


Sum aſſeſſed The ſiſteenth of that, ad. T : 


: * 


1 J 
An the Arth of king Edward II. a a tallage was s afſefs” 
fed upon every particular perſon, or maſter of a fa- 
mily, in this town and the liberties, according to the 
value of his chattles, or rents. The number of per- 
ſons taxed, was 518, and the value of each perſon's. 
chattles was ſet down in one ſum, not in the ſame 
manner minutely, as in the e taxations. 


f 


ad twelfth was fo Oy" upon this 1 town and the 
Hbenies, in the thirteenth of this reign. ; 


In 1 347, when king Edward the I1Ird . up 
Calais by ſea with a large fleet, Colcheſter furniſhed 
five Thips, and 170 mariners; and after that glorious 
victory won by the Prince at Creſſy, he ſent ſome of 
bis French priſoners to be kept here. | 


In. 1348, a violent plague raged in this town, ſo 
that no leſs that 111 wills were entered on the town- 
rolls. There was a ſecond plague again in the ſame 
reign, anno 1360, 


Wat Tyler 8 Jolurrefion, which happened in che 
following reign, had ſome abettors in this town; for, 
J., Ball, one of the chief incendiaries, calls himſelf 
ſome time St. Mary prieſt of York, and now of Col- 
cheſter; and after the chief ringleaders had been put 
10 death, numbers that would not ſubmit to the king's 
terms, came to this town, and ſolicited the inhabitants 
to a new. rebellion, but they were fo wiſe as to remain” 
quiet. In the tenth of the ſame reign, king Richard 
being apprehenſive of an invaſion from France, ſent 

a com 


* 


A 


4 commiſſion of array, to put this town and places ads 
Jacent in a poſture of defence. 


What part this town took in the bloody bp 
between tbe houſes of York and Lancaſter, doth not 
plainly appear; but it may be inferred, that the inha- 
bitants were chiefly in the intereſt of the houſe of 
York; for king Henry VI. deprived them of their 
moſt valuable privilege of the fiſhery, and beſtowed it 
on his favorite John de Vere, earl of Oxford; and 
king Edward IV. granted them the tulleſt charter they 
ever had before or ſince. 


However, they had pardons from the ſeveral con- 
tending kings; which probably, were things of courſe 
at that time. 


_ Auguſt 5, 1445, king Henry VI. came to Colcheſ- 
ter; but the reaſon of his coming is not expreſſed. 


The en of chis town, in king Edward the IVth's 
time, was, not to permit any perſon to abide forty 
days in Colchefter, without ſwearing fealty to the king. 


In the reign of king Henry VIII. anno 1516, on 
the day before the feaſt of Corpus-Chrifti, queen Ca- 
| therine of Arragon came to this town, with a grand 
retinue in her way to Walſingham, where ſhe was 

going in pilgrimage to the famous image of the Virgin, 
| Mary there. The bailiffs, aldermen, and a great 
number of the burgeſſes went and met her at Lexden, 
and thence conducted her in ſtate to St. John's abbey, 
where ſhe abode that night and the day following. 

They” 


tj J 


| rey Gade het" à prefent with a purſe value Forty 
pounds, not that they were obliged to it, hut to wel- 
come her to this town; and ſhe made them a return. 
At her departure from thence, the bailiffs, aldermen, 
and burgelles attended her in the ſame ſtate as before, 
8 to the further bounds of Mile-end pariſh. 


by Towards the latter end of this reign, the face of this 
town underwent a great alteration for the worſe ; for 
the ſtately church'and abbey of St. John's, the priory of 
St Botolph's, the church and hoſpital of the Crouched 
Friers, &c. which were a great ornament to this place, 
and a conſiderable ſupport to the poor, were either 
demoliſhed, or permitted to grow ruinous: twenty- 
five houſes or tenements were taken down in Head- 
ward only. 


In the reign of king Edward VI. the reformation 
was eſtabliſhed in this town, as In the reſt of the king- 
dom, and a rational ſervice ſet up, in the room of a 
burthenſome load of ſuperſtition; but according to the 
common foible and preverſeneſs of human nature, 
chriſtians, inſtead of making a thankful uſe of the glo- 
rious liberty they were reſtored to, fell into viole 
contentions and quarrels about trifles; and, inſtea of | 
uniting with meeknels and decency, in the regular and 
eſtabliſhed worſhip of God, embraced any thing, though 
full of the moſt palpable abſurdities on God's moral 
character, and did run into the wildeſt freaks of en- 


ikuſiaſm. | 
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FRE. 
In 1549, there was a dearth in and about this town, 
for the remedy of this, an order of council was ſent, 
down, the 20th of November, to the juſtices and other 
gentlemen of this county, to be communicated to the 
mayor, bailiffs, and other head officers, of every mar- 
ket town; whereby they were impowere&to ſearch the 
barns, granaries'and houſes of every farmet and others 
having corn to ſell; and to oblige them to bring, every 


 market-day, ſuch a quantity of grain to market, as they 
could conveniently ere. 


Upon pious king Edward's deceaſe, Colcheſter de- 
clared for queen Mary, in oppoſition to the learned 
and moſt deſerved lady Jane Gray; for meſſengers 
were diſpatched from hence, and proviſions ſent to 
queen Mary, at Farmlingham, of which the accounts 
are extant. This town was alſo put into a poſture of 
defence againſt its oppoſers; and ſo well did ſhe like 
the magiſtrates? zeal, that ſhe came to this place July 
26, 1553: the corporation made her a preſent of zol. 
in gold, and of a cup of filver, with a cover, parce] 
gilt, weighing forty-one ounces; and ſpent a great 
deal of money in treating her, 


The 7th of March following, an order of council 
came to Colcheſter, to put in readineſs eighteen armed 
men, viz. ten archers and eight bill-men, well har- 
neſſed and weaponed, to be ready at an hour's warn- 
ing to be embarked at Brightlingſey, for the ſervice 
of her majeſty beyond the ſeas, at Calais or elſewhere, 

as OY ſhould be appointed. | | 


— 


* During 


„ 

During this cruel reign, the fire of perſecution ra- 
ged in Colcheſter, as well as in other parts of the king- 
dom; for, March 29, John Laurence, and June 14, 
1855, Nicholas Chamberlayne were burnt here. April 
28, 1556, John Mace, apothecary, John Spence, wea- 
ver, Simon Joyce, ſawyer, Richard Nicholas, weaver, 

and John Hammond, tanner, were burnt in this town. 
As the une following, Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas 
Pepper, and Edmund Hunt, both of St. James's, Col- 
cheſter, were burnt at Stratford-bow.- Auguſt 2, 1557, 
William Bongeor, of St. Nicholas's, glazier; William 
Purcas, of Bocking; Thomas Benold, tallow-chandler: 
Agnis Silverſide, alias Smith; Helen Ewing, and Eli- 
zabeth Folks, were burnt in this place, without the 
town-wall in the morning; as were, in the afternoon 
of the ſame day, within the caſtle-yard, William Munt, 
Alice Munt, John q ohnſon, and Roſe Allin; and John 
Thurſton, died a priſoner in the caſtle for religion. 
About the ſame time, fourteen men and eight women 
were apprehended, and faſtened all in a ſtring, driven 
up like a flock of ſheep, to London, and impriſoned; 
but ſhortly after were releaſed, upon their own eaſy 
ſubmiſſion. May 26, 1558, William Harris, Richard 
Day, and Chriſtiana George, were burnt at Colcheſter, 
being the laſt. that ſuffered-this moſt unnatural-puniſh- 
ment here. Eight others remained priſoners on ac- 


count of religion, but were ſet at liberty the beginning 
of the year following, 1559. 7 


| For, theſe cruel fires were extinguiſhed with that 
deteſted monſter Mary I. and the reformed religion 
W 4 3 | ; flouriſhed 


. 


moſt valuable trade of Baize and Say-making. 


4143s 


fouriſhed again, upon the peaceable aſſeſſion of queen 


Elizabeth, who carried the Engliſh name, Commerce, 
Diſcoveries, and Reputation to the higheſt pitch of 


_ grandeur, and brought this town into a more flouriſh. 
Ing condition than it had been for ſome time before. 


The firſt years of her reign do not furniſh us with 


any occurrences particularly relating to this place. 


But, in 1571, the Dutch and Flemings firſt came 


and ſettled i in Colcheſter, and brought with them the 


9 


= 


In December, 1578, there was a plague in this town 


and neighbourhood, which continued here till the Au- 
guſt following, though uſefal orders were * to 1 
vent the (Ptoaging of the infection. | 


The queen took a progreſs through part of this 


county and of Suffolk, in 1579, and was here the 1ft 


and ad of September. For her better reception, the 


following orders were made, That the bailiffs and 


aldermen in the receipt of her majeſty, ſhall ride upen 


comely geldings, with foot-cloths in damaſk or fattin 
caſſoks or coats, or elſe jackets of the ſame, with ſat- 
tin ſleeves in their ſcarlet gowns, with caps and black 


velvet tippets. The council to attend upon the bailiffs 
and aldermen at the ſame time, upon comely geldings, 


with foot-cloths in grogram or filk caſſock coats or 
Jackets, with filk doublets, or ſleeves at the leaſt in 


their livery morray gowns, with caps, & c. That her 
TORY thall be gratified from the town with a cup of 
; L 2 Mo __ +Alver 
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Miver double gilt, of the value of twenty marks or ten 
pounds at the leaſt, with forty angels in theſame, and 
the officers of her majeſty to be gratiſied as afore they 
have been, the recorder for the time being, to make 
the oration to her Aeby, ! 


Before the art of murdering was artived at ſuch a 
pitch as it hath fince, the ſafety and defence of this 
Kingdom, depended in a great meaſure upon the mili- 
tia; therefore the muſtering of them, was a conſider- 
able buſineſs, and duly and frequently performed, 
Queen Elizabeth had the hearts and hands of her ſub- 
zetts to rely on. Special commiſſions were granted to 
the two bailiffs, and a few other neighbouring gentle- 
men to take thoſe muſters, within the precintts of our 
liberties; and then the bailiffs ſent warrants to the 
high conſtable of each ward, to warn and command in 
the queen's name, all able men, being not ſick, im- 
Potent, or lame, from the age of ſixteen years to fixty, 
dwelling within each pariſh, hamlet, or village; as alſo 
all manner of perſons to bring at the ſaid day, upon 5 
able mens' backs, all manner of armour, and Weapons 
for footmen, and to warn the petty conſtables of every 
pariſh, to ſhew ſuch armour, which the whole pore : 
are bound to o find. 0 | Ti 


| The queen, 1 entreaties of the ſtates 
of the united provinces, having promiſed them aſſiſt- 
ance, in order to raiſe ſufficient forces for that pur- 
poſe, this county ſent 150 ſoldiers in Auguſt 1585, 
towards which number this town furniſhed eight per- 
ons. The earl of Feier, their general came to 
this 


{ 7 ) 


this town, was honorably received by the magiſtrates, 
and ſplendidly entertained by Sir Thomas Lucas. 


Upon the news and apprehenſions of the intended 

Spaniſh invaſion in 1588, great preparations were made 
throughout the kingdom; among the reſt Colcheſter 
furniſhed two ſhips and a pinnace ; one of the ſhips 
was the foreſight of London, the other was the Mar- 
garet and John, eighty 'tons burden, and furniſhed 
with two months proviſion, and in order to defray the 
charge of them, a tax was laid on all the inhabitants 
at 28. in the pound on goods, and 3s, land. 


The 11th of October following, her majeſty granted 
_ a commiſſion to Sir John Norris and Sir Francis Drake, 
io retaliate on the Spaniards; in purſuance of which, 
the deputy lieutenants of the county, ſent a letter to 
the bailiffs of this town, ſignifying to them, that they 
had authority to levy certain numbers of ſoldiers and 
pioners, to be employed in ſome ſpecial commiſſion | 
committed to their charge ; ſo that this town ſent forth 
thirteen ſoldiers and four pioners, ſtrong and ſervice- 
able perſons, each ſoldier's allowance 1gs. 4d. and 


every pioner bs. 8d. and alſo as much condutt-money 
after the rate of 8d. by the day. 


An army being raiſed in England, on purpoſe to 
aſſiſt king Henry IV. in 1591, eight able-bodied men 
were raiſed in each ward here, from ſuch as might 
but be ſpared, or were newly come to the town: in 
March following, fourteen ſoldiers were preſſed in this 
borough for the ſame ſervice; and the July — 
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fix men were likewiſe raiſed, armed, andvput in readi- 
neſs here, to be embarked at Harwich, with 144 more 
out of this county, to ſerve in Normandy; the like 
number of fix ſoldiers, was again raiſed in this town, 
in September, 1598, with the ſum of 211. for their 
arms, apparel, and furniture, at gol. 10s. each, to be 
tranſported from Harwich into France. 


© In 1595, this town, and the other parts of Eſſex, 
were ordered to furniſh three ſhips for the ſervice of 
her majeſty at Cadiz, and on this occaſion, this town 
paid 200l. to the vice-admiral of Eflex, towards the 
- ring of one ſhip. 


In 1593, this town began to be charged with pur- 
veiance, or compoſition ſervice; for the queen's houſ- 
hold, which the corporation long refuſed to yield to, 
as thinking it inconſiſtant with their charter and privi- 
leges; but at length they were forced to ſubmit thereto, 
towards the end of the year 1595, and for the aſſeſſing 
of it, an account was taken of the lands in every pa- 
riſh, and renewed in 1599, the ſum paid was MY 61. 


a 1 


VU pon the diſcovery of the . fleet on the coaſts 
of France, in Auguſt 1599, an order was ſent to the 


bailiffs of this town; ſtrictly charging and commanding _ 


them, upon pain of death, preſently, and without de- 
lay, on the receipt thereof, to give warning to all per- 
ſons concerned, to repair with all poſſible ſpeed, upon 
pain of death, to the place of nn formerly 


* 
During | 
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During the beſt part of queen Elizabeth's reign, this 
town had the wispom oF CHUSING, and the HONOR 
and HAPPINEsSs of having, for their Recorder the great 
SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM, for whom they 
expreſſed a due regard; and through his means, re- 
ceived from the court, all the favor and protection 

they could deſire. | 


The unaQtive reign of king Js E affords but few 


materials. 


The plague which raged at his 3 in the city 
of London, ſpread itſelf as far as this place, where it 
ſwept off great numbers in the courſe of four months. 
The only times it hath appeared ſince in this town, 
were in 1631, 1665, and 1666. 


0 


In 1608, there was a dearth of grain and other vic- 
tual about this, as well as other parts of the kingdom, 
for the preventing and remedying of which, theſe un- 
common meaſures were taken. The conſtables in each 
ward took an account of the number of perſons in 
every family that had corn by them, what number of 
acres they had ſown, what bargains they had made 
with any perſon for any kind of grain they had to ſell, 
and what quantity of any manner of grain they had in 

their barns, granaries, &c. Alſo what number of kid- 
ders, malt-makers, bakers, common brewers, or tiplers 
dwelt in each pariſh; and according to that ſurvey, 
every perſon was ordered to: bring weekly to market, 
fo many nen or buſhels of corn, as they had not 
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N direfly to he: poor artificers or day labourers of the 
$3 pours: within binn they dwelt. 


In 1609, this town paid 461. for the aid for making 


* king's eldeſt ſon, prince Henry a knight; and, in 


16125 they paid 631. 6s. 8d. for marrying the king's 


daughter, the princeſs Elizabeth, to prince Frederick, 


Elector Palatine, theſe ſums were levied upon the bur- 


Zage- lands, and is ſtilbextant, though not quite perfect. 


About the beginning of the ſummer, in 1625, the 
Spaniards had twenty-eight ſail at Dunkirk, which 


greatly alarmed all theſe parts, whereupon, orders 


were ſent on the 10th of June to this town, to take 


preſent care that this corporation ſhould be well fur- 
niſhed with all military proviſions, fitting for the de- 
. fence thereof; always well, manned, and the trained 


bands, and others fit to bear arms, exerciſed and in 
. readineſs: and great numbers were ſent down to Har- 
wich, which were furniſhed from hence with neceſ- 
ſaries, (as beer at a penny a quart, &c.) Our magiſtrates 


likewiſe ſent a light veſſel upon the coaſt of Flanders, 
to watch the enemies' motions, which brought word 
chat they were blocked up by forty ſail of the Dutch. 


About the 8 of che year 1627, forces were 
tranſported from theſe parts to the king of Denmark's 
aſſiſtance; but they went ſo much againſt their will, 


that the militia was ſent from this town to 3 their 
mutinies. 15 


| 
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The . Oftober following, 100-men were impreſſed 
within this county, to be ſent to Plymouth, for the ex- 
pedition againſt France; of which number ten able 
men were "Paifed in this town, with 81. in money, and 
likewiſe 150]. towards the expedition againſt the n 
* Algiers and Tunis. 5 


In en ſhip-money was n impoſed. upon this 
and other maritine towns, and the writ under the great 
ſeal, diretted, that the chief magiſtrates of Ipſwich, 
Orford, - Aldburgh, Dunwich, Southold, Colcheſter, 
Maldon, and Harwich, ſhould by a time therein limit- 
ted, aſſeſs and levy upon their city, towns, &c. ſuch 
ſums of money as ſhould be ſufficient for the providing 
and ſetting out of a I. ip- of. 700 tons, furniſhed in all 
points, but this town was very backward in raiſing 
their proportion; the king was graciouſly pleaſed to 
offer, that ſince theſe two counties, Eſſex and Suffolk, 
had not ſuch a ſhip, his majeſty would furniſh them 
with one, ſo as they cauſed the full ſum of n to 
be forthwith levied and ſent ups 


The next year, 1635, this county, with the ſeveral 
corporate towns therein, were ordered to pay 8000l. 
towards the ſetting forth of a ſhip of 800 tons burden; 
the proportion of which charged upon Colcheſter was 
40ol. but this town refuſed to pay their ſhare, alledging 
the demand thereof to be an intruſion upon their pri- 
vileges, as appears by an order of council, May 18, 
1636; and, ſo long after as 1639, they petitioned the 
"Privy, council for eaſe thereof, on account of deadneſs 
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of trade in the town, and other reaſons which rendered | 
them unable to pay ſo os. wi a ſum. 


3 owing to is or to the general diſaffection 
n had ſpread itſelf almoſt throughout the ſouthern 
Part of this kingdom, eſpecially among traders; it is 
certain that a ſpirit of ſedition and diſſoyalty began 


| early to break forth i in this town; for, as foon as Janu- 


ary 1641—2, a petition from thence was preſented to 
the Houſe of Commons, againſt biſhops, and for liberty 


of conſcience; deſiring the Church Dicipline might be 


eſtabliſhed according to the word of God, and the town 
better fortified; in compliance with the latter part of 
which petition, the parliament granted 1500l. for ma- 
king the town of Colcheſter, and the blockade at Mer- 
ſea defenſible. From petitioning, the inhabitants here 
proceeded to more flagrant overtatts of diſſoyalty and 
violence; for, Auguſt 22, 1642, they ſeized Sir John 
Lucas, who was preparing, with about ten or twelve 


horſe, and ſome arms, to go to king Charles in the 


north, barbarou'ly uſed his mother and lady, with his 
chaplin, Mr. Thomas Newcomen, rector of Holy Tri- 
nity. here, robbed and plundered his houſe at St. John's, 


not ſparing even the aſhes and remains of his anceſtors. 


in the church of St. Giles adjoining, and carried him 


| and Mr. Newcomen, priſoners up to London. 


But excepting theſe outrages, this town had at firſt 
very little ſhare in the dreadful calamities, the cruel 
plunderings and ravages, the murders and bloody bat- 
tles which brought the reſt of the kingdom almoſt 10 
to the brink of deſtruction. 

For, 
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For, the major part of the chief del of this \ 
county of Eſſex, being in the parliament's intereſt, 
they entered, as early as December 1642 into an aſſo- 
ciation with the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, Hertford, 
Cambridge, and the iſle of Ely, wherein they engaged 
to aid, ſuccour, and aſſiſt one another in the mutual 
defence and preſervation of themſelves and the peace 
of the ſaid counties from all rapines, plunderings, &c. 
For that purpoſe, large ſubſcriptions were made, arms 
provided, the trained bands formed into companies 
and regiments, officers appointed, and all proper means 
of ſafety and defence uſed by the lord-lieutenants and 
deputy lieutenants. This was called the Eaſtern Aſ- 
ſociation. Some months before, the government party 
in this town. had very readily complied with the pro- 
poſitions and orders of the parliament, for the bring- 
ing in of money and plate, or ſubſcribing to maintain 
horſe and arms, for the preſervation of the public 
Peace. 


Shortly after, the committee of the Lords and Com 
mons, for the ſafety of the kingdom, made uſe of the 
« attivitie and diſpatch' of the leading men of this 
place, jointly with the inhabitants of the other towns 
in this county, and in Suffolk, to raiſe 2000 horſe for 
_ dragooners ; which they not only did, but alſo ſent at 
ſeveral times, large ſupplies of men and money for 
the parliament's ſervice, in oppoſition to the king. 
* chief _— of men they ſurniſhed, were, 


i One company ſent ok London, in the begin- 
ping of N ovember, 1642, under the command of cap» 
114 84 2 | : tain 
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"tain John Langley, FW his majeſty was then entered 
Middleſex, and threatened that city; and they were 
at the charge of their pay and maintenance ba. _ 
days, which amounted to 2850. 105. 


One en company they alſo bes, an the 
| beginning of the year 1643, for the earl of Mancheſ- 
ter's uſe, and ſent them to Cambridge, the rendezvous 
of the forces raiſed inthe aſſociated counties; which 
during the whole continuance of the war, received 


from hence perpetual reinforcements and ſupplies, nor 


: oy of-men, but alſo of all kinds of ammunition, 5 


| But they exerted themſelves moſtly in June, 1643, 
upon the earneſt ſolicitations of the earl of Eſſex, and 


of his ſpur, the ambitious Cromwell; deſiring thoſe 


that had moſt intereſt in the cauſe, to approve them- 
ſelves i in it; men of religious lives and affections, fit- 
teſt to bear arms for the truth of religion; men of 
eſtates, to defend thoſe eſtates; therefore he requeſted 
them, to provide themſelves with arms and neceſſaries, 
and ſix weeks pay; therefore a general ſubſcription 
was made on the 26th of June, 1643, whereby great | 
numbers were engaged to go in perſon; others to find 


men, horſes, muſkets, and pay; others ſubſcribed from 


18. to 40s. even the women not being leſs generous 
than the men. Upon many other occaſions, the inha- 
bitants furniſhed recruits. and gave aſſiſtance of every 
kind to the parliamentarians; but the moſt conſider- 
able and ſubſtantial aſſiſtance they gave them, was in 
very large ſupplies of money, particularly from 1643, 


10 16 48; ; the yearly amounts of them were thus, - 
3 1 | Þ: 7 In 


In the year 1642, being part of 
18048. gs. gd. which was charged up- 
on this county, as the proportion of 
400,000]. impoſed on oe WON king- 
dom, 


. 
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Beet which, here was collected in April, 1643. to- 
wards the relief of the proteſtants in Ireland, 63ol. 
In April, 1644, a voluntary loan to the brethren of 
Scotland: and December 26, the like for Sir William 
Brereton; September 16, in the ſame year, a collee- 
tion in each pariſh, from houſe to houſe, towards buy- 
ing ſhoes for the army under the earl of Eſſex. And 
May, 1645, a collection of voluntary contributions 
for horſe and foot for the garriſon of Glouceſter, and 
for the counties of Glouceſter, Hereford, Monmouth, 
Glamorgan, Brecknock, and Radnor. 
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From the committee's and ſequeſtrator's books for 

this town, and part of the county, we learn, that con- 
fiderable ſums were raiſed by ſequeſtrations of the 
eſtates of thoſe termed delenquints; that is, ſuch as 
would not come into the parliament's meaſures ; the 
third part only being allowed to them: of which num 
ber, in this town and its liberties, were, Sir Thomas 
Lucas of Lexden, Sir Henry Audley of Bere-church, 


. 
Breſtney Barker of Monkwick, Eſq. Laurence Forkin, 
ton, Eſq. Mr. Stephen Nettles, rector of Lexden, & c. 
John lord Lucas is not mentioned at all; foraſmuch 
as, in all probability, he was not admitted to com- 
prope: but his eſtate was ſeized entirely. 


This poor and unhappy town in 1648, was brought 
under the tyranny of an army, was many ways oppreſ- 
fed and loaded with immenſe taxes, which from the 
ſurrender of the town “ to Oliver Cromwell's being in- 
yeſted with the proteftorate, | in about five years a- 
| mounted to above 16000], | 


The dreadful plague which 884 in Ld in the 
year 1665, began to appear in this town the. 14th of 
Auguſt 1665, where it continued till the 7th of De- 
cember, 1666, during which time there died of it 4731 
perſons, the higheſt number in any one week, was 
from the 25th to the 22nd of June, 1666, it then a- 
mounted to 195. During this great affliction and diſ- 
treſs, ſeveral methods were uſed for the relief and 
aſſiſtance of the poor, and ſums of Ty ſent Gown 
here from divers quarters, | ; 


In the latter end of king Charles IInd's reign, June | 
23, 1684, this town was deprived of its Charter, in a 
moſt wicked and arbitrary manner, by the pretended 
furrender'of fome tools and ſycophants, who under the 
ſpecious names of «a teſtimony of their duty and loy- 
alty, agreed to lay the charter of this corporation at 
yu oy" 8 _ and ina SOOT” to beſcech his 
05 DADE 7 Us A217 majeſty 


© Zee Mar THEW CarTER's * of Colcheſter, late) ubliſhed ; 
* 
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majeſty to confirm the ancient cuſtoms and preſerĩp- 
tions of this borough, and to regrant them ſuch pri- 
vileges, as his majeſty in his princely wiſdom ſhould 
think meet.” Accordingly they were new modelled 
| by a new charter, on the 8th of November in the ſame 
year, and further new modelled afterwards by the 
charter of king James II. September 15, 1688, who 
placed and diſplaced the officers and members thereof 
by his mandates of pleaſure. In 1693, king William. 
and queen Mary, did abſolutely reſtore and confirm 
the firſt charter, granted by king Charles II. Auguſt. 
8, 1663, with a few additions; reſtoring and confirm 
ing to the mayor and commonality and their ſucceſſors, 
all manors, meſſuages, rents, lands, tenements, mea- 
dows, paſtures, commons, fairs, preſcriptions, liberties, 
franchiſes, &c. granted and confirmed to the ſaid 
mayor and commonality, or their predeceſſors, by any 
of the kings of England. Under this charter thus con- 
firmed they acted, down to our times: but. through a 
very great and criminal neglett, no due care was ta- 
ken, in elections to have a due majority according to 
charter; at length ſome incautious methods having 
given occaſion to vexatious and oppreſſive proſecu- 
tions, in order to make this borough thoroughly de- 
pendent, great advantage was taken of the undue 
manner of elections thus long uſed; and informations, 
in the nature of quo-warranto's, having been there- 
upon brought againſt the mayor and the aldermen then 
living, they diſclaimed, upon record in che King's 
Bench, April 6, 1742 their rights of acting as aldermen. 
In 763, a new charter was is granted, in the third year 
of 
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of the dew of his proſe NS but have nor : 


— ng confirmed. 


The Trade of this Town. 


T N ancient times. ſuch was the indolence or unſkil- 

fulneſs of the natives of this iſle, that they employed. 
themſelves very little in manufactures; ſo that even 
our woo), the ſtaple commodity of England, was ex- 
ported to the oppoſite continent, and wrought by the 
e t and other nexghbouring nations. 


x » 
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bees there was ſome little work * even in 
the time of king Henry III. as appears by ſtatute 9. 
Hen. III. c. 25. which enjoins, that there ſhould be 


one breadth of dyed cloth, ruſſets and haberjetts, that. 


is to ſay, two yards within the liſts.” And alſo in the. 
beginning of king Edward the IIIrd's reign, a ſtatute. 
of 2 Edw. III. c. 14 limitting the meaſure and aſſize 
of eloths of ray and of colour; which is a . of 
ſome being then made in this kingdom. | 4 


"Ss long as our r Engliſh monarchs were e of 


large provinces in France, as Normandy and Guienne, 


the exportation of our wool thither, (and from thence | 
unavoidably into the adjacent territories) was permit- 
ted, or connived at, at leaſt; as was alſo the importa- 
tion of their goods here, to the great prejudice of this 
nation; but when that wiſe and powerſul prince, king 


| Edvard III. Caine to contend with Philip de Vieles 


1 89 * 


for the crown of France, in order to deprive the French 


of that inexhauſtible ſource of ſtrength and riches; our 
wool and the goods manufactured of the ſame, he cau- 
ſed it to be enacted, that it ſhould be felony to carry 


any wool out of the realm; that none ſhould wear any 


cloth but ſuch as was made in England; that no mer- 
chant ſhould bring, or cauſe to be brought, privily, 
or apertly, into England, Ireland, Wales and Scot- 
tand, any cloths made in any other places; and by 
another ſtatute, he gave great encouragement to foreign 
- cloth-workers to come and ſettle here. In 1353, for 
the better keeping our wool within the realm, the 
Statute of Staple was made; the ground of which, as 
the preamble ſets forth, was, for the damage which 
had notoriouſly come- as well to the king and to the 
great men, as to the people of the realm of England, 
and of the lands of Wales and Ireland, becaufe that 


the ſtaple off wool, leather, and wool-felts of the 
faid realm and land had been holden out of them; 


and alſo for the great profits which ſhould come to 


them, if the ſtaple were holden within the ſame and 
not elſewhere. It was enatted, that the ſtaple of wool, _ 
leather, wool-felts, and lead, growing or coming forth 


within the ſaid realm and lands ſhould be perpetually 
holden, —for England, at Newcaſtle upon Tine, York, 
Lincoln, Norwich, Weſtminſter, Gantgrbury, Chicheſ- 
ter, Wincheſter, Exeter and Briſtol; for Wales, at 


 Kaermerdyn ;—and for Ireland, at Dublin, Waters ; 
TY ford, Cork, and Drogheda.” e 
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From this period. therefore, may be dated the rie 
and beginning of the woollen manufactures in this 


kingdom; which have been encouraged and regulated 


Gnce by ſeveral ſtatutes, from the 2gth of Edward III. 
to the 28th of his preſent majeſty, king. George III. 
as appears by the ſtatute books. 


This town had an early ſhare in thoſe manufaftures, 
for we find wool-mongers, card-makers, combers, 
clothiers, weavers, fulle rs, dyers, i in the reigns of king 
Edward III. and Richard II. mentioned in the Oath- 
Book and Court-rolls; all plain proofs of the clothing- 
trade here; which extended itſelf into the neighbour- 


ing towns and villages, as Coggrinal, Dedham, Lang- 


| ham and Eaſt Bergholt. 
When the Dutch, ad with them the dalle of Cling 


and ſay-making were firſt introduced into this town, 
appears upon record. by letters to the privy council, 


Auguſt 1, 1570, together with their anſwer to the: 


bailiffs and aldermen, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, 


who greatly protected and encouraged that trade, a- 


gainſt the natural jealouſy of the rude and meaner, 


inhabitants of theſe parts, which were often moleſted. 


„ 


Ki ing James 1; extendedaſo his care and protection 
to theſe uſeful members of ſociety, who brought in an 


univerſal induſtry, and by whoſe refidence here, not 
only 1 the inhabitants, but alſo, «the whole ſtate of the 
town in general, received great benefits and advanta- 
ges, by their being the occaſion to maintain great 
| munbers of Ag at work ; yor ſuch was the unthank- 

© | fulneſs 


TW 


fulheſs of forme of our r Engliſh weavers, that they not | 


only carried complaints againſt them to the privy coun- 
il, but alſo indicted them at the quarter ſeſſions here, 
for aſſembling themſelves in a company in their hall; 
without the king's ſubjetts, and there making orders 
and ſetting fines upon his majeſty” $ ſubjects, contrary 
40 the ſtatute of 21 Henry VIII. and alſo for uſing 


partiality and unjuſt dealing in their ſearches and or- 
ders concerning the new draperies;“ ſo that the privy 


council were forced to interpoſe, by letters to the 
bailiffs in the town, wherein they enjoined, that the 


ſaid indictments and preſentments ſhould be no further 
proceeded in; nor the ſaid ſtrangers from benceforth 
in ay fuch ſort moleſted. | 


1 Moreover, for the greater Ro and ſecurity, king 
James I. granted them his letters patent, October 17s, 


1612, wherein he ſays, that all ſtrangers of the Dutch 


congregation, ſhould and might from henceforth 


peaceably and freely uſe their trade of baize and ſay-, 


making, and other foreign draperies, and alſo enjoy, 
all ſuch privileges, liberties and immunities, and ſhould. 


be permitted to uſe their aſſemblies and congregations, 


in as free, large, and ample a manner as had been 


heretofore praiſed, tollerated, or allowed unto them 


in the time of queen Elizabeth, or at any other time 
 fince.” After that, though there were often ſmall dif... 


ferences between them and the natives, yet they car- 


ried on their trade with ſufficient quietneſs, and great . 


ſucceſs and advantage both to themſelves and the town, 


and many got conſiderable fortunes. 
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From the year 1617, to 1716, they paid into e e 
chamber of this. town, gol. 5ol. and even as high as 
gol. per ann. for the baize and fay-hall, with the ſeal, 
and 601. as a foreign fine. 


Among iber wiſe regulations, they had this Randing 
rule, that all baize ſhould be ſearched and ſurveyed at 
- the Dutch Baize-hall, by ſworn ſearchers, maintained 
by their company; and according to the content and 
' goodneſs of the ſaid baize, they were ſealed, whereby 
the buyer or merchant might know the length and 
-goodneſs of every baize; and by the laudible diligence 
of the bailiffs and officers, the baize trade kept its re- 
putation for many years, but of late years greatly ex- 
| tended to Lincolnſhire, . 5 


An aft of the 12th of Charles II. for this regulating 
of the trade of baize-making, in the Dutch Baize-ball 
in Colcheſter, prevented in a great meaſure all fraud- 
ulent dealings therein, and it maintained its credit 


: | | ſeveral years after; ſo that we are told, it brought a 


return here of 30.000]. weekly; but it is more certain 
that 1000- or 1200 baizes at leaſt were made here 
weekly, even within the memory of man. This trade 
was firſt moſt ſenſibly hurt by our wars with Spain, 
eſpecially by queen Anne's wars, more glorious than 
profitable to England; by which means, and other 
diſagreeable concurrent cauſes, the Dutch congrega- 
tion not being able to carry it on, diſſolved themſelves 
in 1728; but it is undeniable, that i it was queen Anne' 8 
wars wich 25 i the Tatal blow. 
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Market Days, Fairs, Kc. 


K. NG Richard I. enjoined in his charter, chat 
Colcheſter market ſhould not be hindered by any 
other market, but that the markets and cuſtoms here 
| ſhould remain in the ſame ſtate as when they were 
confirmed upon the oath of the burgeſles of Colcheſter, 
before the juſtices itinerant of king Henry II. For- 
merly we had three market days in every week, viz. 
Wedneſday, Friday and Saturday, and one on every 
ſecond Tueſday ; $y whom the three firſt were granted 
is unknown, but king William III. granted the laſt in 
his charter; and a wool market was alſo held weekly | 
on that day for many years. | 
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"Sony 3 is the-moſt coiakiderable; nay we ings fps 
the only market for meat, fruit, fowls, and all manner 
of proviſions; fiſh is almoſt daily brought to town from 

_ Harwich, Manningtree and Wivenhoe; as it is caught; 
formerly there ſeemed | to have been a market every 
day. | 
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July 31, 1529, it was ordered that the gardener's 
market ſhould be holden and kept from the Red Lion 
Inn to St. Nicholas's Church; renewed March g, 
: 2620 ; but has for many years been kept from the Red 
Lion to Pelham's Lane, as moſt ſuitably connefted 9 
with the fiſh and fleſh markets. June 18, 1660, the 
fiſh market was ordered, after the 14th of July follow. 
ing, to be kept in Wier Street; but in July 1697, a, 
: Et convenient 


Be 


by: 
vi 
Af 
Py 
1 
F 
X 
AN 
3 
1 
3 "= 
| £40 
R . 
LF 
"1 
- $3 
PE 
1 
2 
BY F 
% 
: * 
. 
. 
70 { 
& of 
wa: | 
25 
* 10 
N il 
* D 
_ J 
To 
519 
WT; 
1 
* 


- 


N . on I a SEE, 
Ten. r 60 gn - 


2 2 


ä — 
FOE wt 
#5 3 


— — 


ESD * 1 


—— — 
* 


14 5 


FEE UM ſtructure was 3 be erected for A 


fiſh market, by the fide of the butcher' D 6 


where it has been kept ever ſince. 


Before the ſhops were daily kept open; and fo well 
farniſticd- as they are now, moſt things were bought at 


fairs; in king Henry the IInd's time, ſome of the 


children's clothes were bought at Wincheſter fair, and 
wis is what has rendered fairs ſo conſiderable, and ſo 
* deſired as a "ary valuable grant or favor. 


F ormerly there were five fairs in 1 town, viz. one 


In April, two in July, one in Auguſt, and one in Oc- 


tober. That. in April held near St. Anne s, in the 
pariſh of. St. James, for the buying and ſelling of all 
and ſingular live cattle, goods, wares, and merchan- 
dizes, but have been withheld for many years; it was 


| granted by king William III. December 15, 1699, 


and to continue four days; it was in, en the? | 
Taylor's Fair, 


The fair i in | July 9 or Midſummer fair, anciently 
lafted four days, but now only two; it is held on St. 


John's Green, and the Tord of Monkwick preſumes to 
a of the fame.” TY ore 


The next fair i is on the 2gd of . and laſts ; two: 
days; it is held in.the ſame place near- St. Anne' S,. as 


the other Juſt NOW mentioned, and is called the N ev. 


Fair. = 
_ other is on ae mw nden WO by kirig” 


Richatd1: in lie year „— Lepers of St. Mary 


35 St {$206 $4" * 


Magdalen, 


Tt 9s 3 


Magdalen, but has not been held in any note fora. 
great number of years, and is now partly extinct. 


{ 


The fair in Ottober, or St. Dennis 2 fair, was gran= 
ted by king Edward II. in his charter, February, 4s 


1318; he directed it ſhould laſt, the eve of St. Dennis's 


day, and the fix following days; and fo it continued 
till 1635, when ſome of the burgeſſes having inſinuated 

to king Charles L that it would be an advantage te 
this town, to have that fair reduced to four days, he 
ordered i in his ſecond charter, dated July.g, that year 
that it ſhould continue four days only ; and agrecable 
£ ro the prefent chaxter, it is to be held for three mar- 
| ket days, and no longer; Wedneſdays and Saturdays 
being the declared market days; but they every year 
exceed that time. It is kept the north ſide of the 


High Street, from the Exchange to the Market-croſs, 5 


where booths are built for that purpoſe; but by an ors 
der made about it in 1563, it appears that it began thetx 


*bencathe Berye-field gate, and extended upwards to 


the further corner of the Corn-markett, by the towne 


well, or king Coel's pump, and ſo downeward to the 


| other ſide towards the pyHorye, on both fides of the 
waye: the firſt day is a fair for live cattle, kept in 
Berye-field, the others for all ſorts of merchandize 


the mayor, aldermen, &c. proclaim the fame on the 


20th:of October; formerly a ſermon Was n be- 
dae them: on the occaſion. þ 26 : a1 25 


* 
By ſane 26 Hepry VIII. 07 10. Colcheſter was 


one of thoſe towns which were to be taken and acce 
ted we fees of biſhops e to be made in this 
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8 8 there eder was but two conſecrated for his. 
pulace; namely, William Moore, rector of Weſt Ti- 
bury, and Bradwell j juxta mare, and vicar of Walden; 


conſecrated October 20, 1536, and died in 1540; 
John Sterne, B. D. vicar of Witham, conſecrated Noa 


vember 12, 1592, died February 1607. 


— 


As to Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, this town is der 
dme government of the biſhop'of London; and gives 
denomination to one of the five archdeacons of that 
ſiee, whoſe archdeaconry comprehends the deaneries 
of Colcheſter, Lexden, Tendring, Witham, Samford, 
and Newport, The * archdeacon is the Rev. 
Dr. Hamilton. as 


It hath alſo given the title of Viſcount to the 8 
Wide of Darcy of Chiche, and Savage; for, july 
8, 1621, Thomas Baron Darcy was created Viſcount 
Colcheſter, with a grant of 81. out of the fee-farm of 
| this town, to him and the heirs male of his body, and, 
for default of ſuch iſſues with remainder to Sir Thomas 

Savage of Rock-ſavage, bart. who had married to his 
1 eldeſt daughter Elizabeth; and to their joint heirs. 
The faid Thomas Lord Darcy was alſo advanced to 

the title of Earl Rivers, November 4. 1626; and dying 

February 21; 1639, was ſucceeded in the titles, &c. 

by his grandſon John Savage, who was ſucceeded by 

dis two ſons Thomas and Richard, one after the other. 
YF Thomas died in September 1694, and Richard Auguſt 1 
* 1712. both without iſſue male; Jo that the title of | 
[ "Viſcount 1 is extinkt. 8 e e 
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Privileges and Charters. 


(O2LCHESTER always having been a contents 


town, that it ever merited and obtained the regard 


and favor of our ſovereigns, and that they granted it 
from the firſt ſeveral large privileges and immunities. 


In the reigns of king Henry I. and II. they had the 


cuſtoms of the water and of the banks, or wharfs on 
each fide; andthe markets and cuſtoms were confirmed 
in the reign of Henry II. by the juſtices itinerant, upon 


the oath of the burgeſſes of the town; but the firſt of 
our kings who ſettled and confirmed their liberties and . 


privileges by charter, was king Richard I. for in his 
charter, dated December 6, 1189, he granted and con- 
| firmed to his burgeſſes of Colcheſter, liberty to chuſe 
bailiffs from among themſelves whom they would; and 
a juſtice to hold pleas for the crown, and to plead them 
within their own borough; ordaining that they ſhould 
have no juſtice but of their own chufing ; and not plead 
any matter out of the walls of their borough; be free 
from ſcot and lot, danegeld, and fine for murder; and 
whenever they were ſummoned before the Juſtices 
itinerant, they might be acquitted by four creditable 

men of the borough; and none of them ſhould clear 
_ themſelves by duel; if any one of them was impleaded 
in a plea of the crown, upon making oath that he'had 
been indicted in the borough, he ſhould be diſcharged. 


That none of the royal family, or any other, ſhould . 


be lodged, ” farce, or by the marſhal's appointment, 
TO 0 | within 
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within we walls; that they ſhould be exempt all over, 
England, and the ſeaports, from toll, laſtage, paſſage, 
portage, and all other cuſtoms and duties at all times 
and in all places; and if any perfor took toll or cu. 
tom from them, that city, borough, or town, in which 
the toll or cuſtom had been taken, as much as the bur- 
gels had given for toll, or according to the damage he 
had ſuffered; they who owed them any thing ſhould 
well and truly pay it, or legally prove at Colcheſter 
that they ought not to pay it; and upon refuſat, ſhould 
take a diſtreſs according to due courfe of law. No 
foreſter ſhould have power to moleſt any man within 
the liberty, but all the burgeſſes might hunt within the 
liberty of Colcheſter, the fox, the hare, and the pole- 
cat; and they ſhould have the fiſhery from the North 
Bridge as far as Weſtneſſe, and from North Bridge to 
Weſtneſſe, the ſaid burgeſſes ſhould have the cuſtom 
of the water and banks on both ſides, to enable them 
to pay their fee-farm, as they enjoined them in the 
time of king Richard's father and grandfather. Theſe 


great privileges have been wholly and entirely con- | 


- firmed by the charters of ſubſequent kings; and moſt 
of them made conſiderable additions; for king Henry 
III. granted, that they and their heirs for ever ſhould 
have the return of all writs, in matters concerning the 
liberty of this town. 


| King Edward II. allowed hom the full and free en- 
joyment of ſuch liberties contained in their charter, 
as they or their predeceflors had not hitherto enjoyed, 
without any a from himſelf or his heirs, his 
juſtices, 


49) 
Juſtices, efcheators, ſheriffs, or any other of his fie 
cers. Ba. 


King Edward III. Richard IT. and Henry IV. 
were content with eſtabliſhing our privileges without 


enlarging them. 


| King Henry V. and VI. without annualling any 
clauſe of the foregoing charters, confirmed thoſe parts 
of the charters which did moſt eſpecially relate to the 
eleftion of bailiffs, and a juſticery ; the holden of pleas 
within the borough; and aſſizes and inqueſts by bur- 
geſſes, and not by foreigners; and the hearing and 


determining all pleas both real and perſonal, belong- 


ing to the burgh and the liberties within the Moot-hall, 
That the liberty, ſuburbs, and precinas of the town 
of Colcheſter ſhould extend throughout the ſaid town 
of Colcheſter, and the ſeveral hamlets of Lexden, - 
Mile-end, Greenſted and Donyland; and from North 
Bridge as far as Weſtneſſe, the burgeſſes and their pre- 
deceſſos having peaceably and without interruption, f 
_ enjoyed the ſaid hamlets, &c. and that the bailiffs of 
the town, for the time being, might hold all kinds of 
pleas, and all manner of attions real, perſonal, and 
mixt; as well concerning lands, tenements, and other 
poſſeſſions whatever; as touching debts, and all man- 
ner of contracts for above forty ſhillings, or under; 
and all manner of treſpaſſes by force of arms, or other- 
wiſe committed, and all manner of offences and inju- 
ries not amounting to felony, done within the ſaid 
n morcover, he granted to them, their heirs and 

2 2 ſucceſſors 


* 


(wo). 


Arceſſors chat yearly, at the time of' election of baitiff 5 


according to ancient cuſtom, to chuſe four of the mosr 
WORTHY AND DISCREET PERSONS, to be jointly with 
the bailiffs for the time being, JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
for one whole year; and that the ſaid four men, and 


the bailiffs, five, four, three, and two of them, ſhould 
be juſtices of the peace in that town, to have full cor- 


rection, puniſhment, power, and authority, of deter- 
mining all felonies, treſpaſſes, cauſes, quarrels, and 


miſdeeds whatever done within the ſaid town; to take 


care of weights and meaſures, hunters, ſervants, la- 


' bourers, and artificers. And that no juſtice of peace 


in the county of Eſſex, or elſewhere, ſhould have 


power to correct, enquire, hear and determine any 
thing done within the liberties of the town; and that 


the goods and chattles of all felons, Gs and out- 
Jaws, and of all perſons condemned, and in what man- 
ner ſoever convitted, as the ſame goods ſhould happen 
to be found in the town aforeſaid; and likewiſe the 


: goods and chattles of all perſons that lay violent hands 


on themſelves; and if any perſon ſhould commit treſ- 
paſs for which he ought to loſe life or limb; or flies, 


and would not abide judgment, or was guilty of any 


other offence for which he ought to loſe his chattles; 
whereſoever juſtice ought to paſs upon him, all his 

goods and chattles thereby loſt and forfeited to the 
king, ſhould belong to the aforeſaid bailiffs and bur- 


geſſes, and their ſucceſſors for ever; who might ſeize 
and take poſſeſſion of the ſaid chattles, towards the 


ſupport and the payment of the large fee-farm which 


3 they pay to — crown. He granted, moreover, that 


* 


A 

it ſhould not be lawful for the ſteward and marſhals or 
clerk of the king's houſhold, or his admiral, to enter 
or come into the town of Colcheſter, or precincts of 
the ſame; and that the bailiffs ſhould have full power 
and authority, to enquire of all matters concerning 


the office of clerk of the market that ſhould be within 
| the laid town. 


King Edward IV. 8 this town a very fun and | 


ample charter, wherein, after confirming the charters 
| of his predeceſſors, he ſays, that the bailiffs and bur- 
| gelles of the borough of Colcheſter, were in fear, that 
in time to come, they might be diſturbed i in the poſ- 
| ſelſion of the liberty and precincts within the hamlets, 
water and banks, and the liberties, franchiſes, and 
immunities aforeſaid, or ſome of them; on account 
of the ambiguity and doubtful meaning of ſome words 
and general expreſſions uſed in the charters aboveſaid, 
or for want of a due explanation thereof, becauſe it 


was not expreſsly declared how far the liberty of this 


borough extended; therefore his majeſty conſidering 

that this borough was one of the moſt ancient in Eng- 
land; that it was ſeated near the ſeaports, to oppoſe 
the attempts of his enemies that were diſpofed to in- 
vade his kingdom; he ratified and confirmed the Char- 
ter of Grants, and the ſtate, title and poſſeſſion, had 


in the liberty of, and in the hamlets, water, river and 


banks aforeſaid, in the ampleſt manner poſſible; allow- 
ing them the full enjoyment of thoſe franchiſes, liber. 
ties, &c. - Moreover, he made them the following 
- gracious conceſſions; that the bailiffs and burgeſſes, 

; | ä 
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| andheir FP conſiſting of two bailiffs and one 
Ctommonahlity, ſhould for ever be one perpetual body 


and commonality in name and in deed; and incorpo» 
rated them by the name of bailiffs and commonality 


of the borough of Colcheſter, declaring them capable 
of purchaſing lands, tenements, &c. to hold to them 
and their ſucceſſors for ever; to plead, and be im- 
pleaded in any of the king's courts, and to have and 

enjoy all and fingular the liberties and franchiſes com- 
priſed in the foregoing charters: he alſo authoriſed 
them to uſe a common ſeal for the affairs of their bo- 
rough; and in order to remove all manner of difficulty 
concerning the four hamlets, and tne fiſhery, he gran- 


ted to them the ſaid four hamlets of Lexden, Mile-end, 


Grinſted and Donyland, and the water and river from 
the North Bridge as far as Weſtneſſe, together with 
the banks on each fide of the river, and all the creeks 
adjoining and belonging to the ſaid water, as parcel 
of the liberty of this borough, ſo that no perſon might, 
without the leave of the bailiffs, &c. place, erect, or 
make wharfs, cranes, '&c. on the banks thereof; or 
wears, kidells, or engines for catching of fiſh; or fiſh 
in the ſame water; or preſume to ſell or buy any mer- 
chandizes, in veſſels coming up the ſaid water, (pro- 
viſions only for peoples“ houſholds excepted) but at 
the New Hythe, upon pain of forfeiting both goods 
and veſſels. Moreover, he granted to the bailiffs to 
Have the return of all the king's writs and precepts, 
as well of aſſize of moſt danceſtor, certificate of dar- 
Tein preſentment, attaints, and all others concerning 
| 2 * or * other perſon whatever; and the exe- 
eution 


© 103 F 


.Gution of the ſame, at the king's, or any other perfon's 
| ſuit, to be profecuted within the ſaid borough; ſo as 


that no ſheriff or coroner, except the king's coroners 


to be choſen by the bailiffs, &c. nor any bailiff or other 
officer whatſoever, ſhould enter the burgh, liberty and 
precinct, to execute any writ, precept, or mandate, 
though they concern the king's perſon, or any other; 


but the. execution ſhall be in the bailiffs, coroners, or 


other officers for the time being: that the bailiffs ſhould 
have for ever the cognizance of all pleas, real, per- 
fonal, and mixt, and other whatſoever concerning 


lands and tenements within the ſame ; and of all other 


| pleas, whether of Chancery, Exchequer, Common 
Bench, Juſtice of Aſſize, all which ſhall hold and de- 


termine in their Moot-hall; and that ſhould hold a 


court in the ſaid hall every week, on Mondays and 
Thurſdays, to hear and determine all perſonal pleas 


by plaint before the bailiffs; and the perſons againſt 


whom ſuch plaints ſhall be brought, to arreſt, and their 


goods and chattles within the borough to attack, and 


commit their bodies to priſon; and to hold and deter- 
mine all other pleas of lands and tenements, on Mon- 
days, from fortnight to fortnight; and pleas of pie- 
| powdered court; and to paſs judgments, and cauſe 
executions in the manner and from before accuſtomed. 


Moreover, that the bailiffs and aldermen for the time 


being, and the fxteen burgeſſes elected by them after 


the uſual manner, together with ſixteen other diſcreet 


and honeſt burgeſſes; four out of each ward, choſen 
by the bailiffs and aldermen, &c. ſhould be the Com- 


won Council of this ton, who might make reaſonable _ 


ordinances 


C 
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ordinances and conſtitutions, and put them in exeeu- 
tion, and likewiſe alter and revoke them whenever 
they think proper; alſo, that they might aſſeſs reaſon- 
able taxes and tallages, upon the goods, rents, trades 
and merchandizes, of all -perſons dwelling therein, 
according to each perſon's ability, and levy them by 
diſtreſs, by arreſt and impriſonment, without any ob- 
ſtruction of the king, or any of his officers. To the 
bailiffs alſo was committed the aſſize of bread, wine 
and beer; the aſſay of weights and meaſures, in as full 
and ample a manner as the clerk of the market ofthe 
King's houſhold might perform the ſame ; as neither 
the ſaid clerk of the market, nor the admiral of Eng- 
land, his deputy, or officers; nor the ſteward, or the 
marſhal of the king's houſhold, or their ſervants, might 
come into the burgh, liberty, or precin& aforeſaid, 
by land or by water, to diſcharge or execute any thing 
belonging to their office. Further, he granted, that 
the bailiff of this borough for the time being, and ſome 
lawyer, and four burgeſſes to be choſen in the ſame 
manner as the bailiffs, ſhould for ever hereafter be 
keepers of the peace, and authoriſed to enforce the 
obſervance of ſeveral ſtatutes for the quiet and good 
government of the ſame; and to chaſtiſe and puniſh 
all offenders according to the form therein preſcribed: _ 
likewiſe to oblige all perſons that threaten miſchief to 
any one, to give ſufficient ſecurity for their good be- 
| haviour, and to impriſon them till they have given 

ſuch ſecurity: moreover, that the ſaid ſix, five, three 

and two of them, (whereof the lawyer to be always 

N be _ 40 enquire, upon the oath of honeſt _ 
and 7 


x Kingſewood-heath made theſe conceſſions, that none | 
of the burgeſſes of the burgb of Colcheſter, ſhould be 


{ 205 


and legal men of the borough aforeſaid, of felonies, 
treſpaſſes, foreſtallers, regraters, and extortions whats 
ſoever; ſo that all writs, . precepts, and mandates be 


directed to, and executed by, the officers of the ſaid 
borough, and not the ſheriffs, &c. of the county; finally 


this charter concludes with very great privileges; that 
no perſon dwelling and refiding within this. borough, 
ſhould be impannelled againſt his will, in any afſizes, 


inqueſts, attaints, or recognizances whatſoever, out of 


the ſaid borough; nor be appointed aſſeſſors or col- 
lectors without the ſame, or compelled. to bear any 
office or employment againſt his will, and be no way 
liable to any fine or ſarbeiture for refuſing to ane * 


him ſuch offioes . 194. 33 ; 


King Henry vii, * a grant of Fer or 


meriffs of any county in England; and that they ſhould 


have to themſelves two coroners as formerly; ; and that 


the bailiffs and commonality, and their ſucceſſors, to 
have all the iſſues, fines, forfeitures, and other profits 
whatſoever, ariſing from, or belonging to, the office 


of corone. eee ee 


; b 14 4 EN 7 i 1 % * i - þ4 


"The fecond charter of * king Chile I | daed Joy | 


Cx LSE FX 


jetty grants and declares, that Colcheſter mall for ever 


hereafter, be and remain a free borough - of itſelf; 


through all its ancient bounds and limits; and incor- 5 
porates on men and free PIE and bailiffs and 


56 enen 54 ee ee 243.10 811 © commonality, 
| F 
nn * 
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3. 


| commonality, by the name of Mayor and Commonality 


of the borough of Colcheſter, in the county of Eſſex; 
ſetting their government in the following manner; 
that they ſhould have a mayor and nine aldermen, 
Gixteen aſſiſtants, ſixteen common-council-men; four 
out of each ward, a high ſteward and recorder, both 
for life; and a common clerk, during the recorder's 
pleaſure; the mayor to be annually choſen by the free 


burgeſſes, or the greater part of them, on the Mon- 
day next after the decollation of St. John the Baptiſt, 
(Auguſt 29) and to be fworn on Michaelmas day. In 


elections, the mayor to have a double or caſting vote; 
he and the reſt of the officers to appear in their proper 


gowns on Sundays, and other ſolemnities; to hold af- 
ſemblies in the common hall, and make good, ſound, 


honeſt, uſeful, necellary, and reaſonable laws, con- 
Ditutions, orders, Kc. and put them i in execution, levy 
fines, &c. The mayor, recorder, laſt year's mayor, 


| and two other aldermen annually beten to be Juſtices 


of the] peace, and to hold quarterly ſeſſions of the peace; 


the! mayor and recorder to hold weekly courts on Mon- 


days and Thurſdays, and the mayor and commonality 
to have cognizance of pleas of debts and affairs within 


the burgh belonging to the admiral's juriſdiQion, and 
io hold a court every Thurſday, to hear and determine 
thoſe pleas; but the admiral of England, or his deputy, 


to have the liberty of coming to take care of his debts, 


and other concerns of the admiralty. He alſo order 
that no perſon ſhould ſell beer without licence, : "= 


that a preambulation ſhould be taken yearly. of the 


"bounds and limits of the bush. and he confirms the 


cuſtom, | 
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auſtom, &c. uſed time immemorial; chat il any foreign 
er, buys or ſells any goods or merchandizes, otherwiſe 
than by wholeſale, thoſe goods ſhould be ſeized, ap- 
praiſed, and converted to the uſe of the whole com- 
monality, unleſs the owner redeems them; and that 
NO foreigner ſhould uſe any miſtery, occupation, or 
manual trade, nor buy nor ſell (unleſs in fair time) 
any goods, &c. unleſs victuals by retail; and (hy abe 
buyer or ſeller be a free burgeds. 1 65 


The firſt charter of king Charles II. dated Auguſt 
3. 1663, is in all points the ſame as the laſt, except as 
to the number of officers, which are thus ſettled therein, 
twelve aldermen, including the mayor, eighteen afliſt- 
ang and eighteen common-council-men. 


Upon the unlawful ſurrender in 1684, a ſecond cha 
ter was granted by the ſaid king, with theſe alterations, 
a mayor and eleven aldermen, fifteen aſſiſtants and 
fifteen common-council-men were appointed, and the 
mayor to be choſen only by the aſſiſtants and common- 
council; eighteen or more of them, impowered to 
make bye laws, &c. All elections to be made of per- 
ſons, which within fix months at leaſt before were ſworn 
in, to take the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, and 
ſubſcribe the declaration in the act for regulating cor- 
porations; every election of mayor, &c. made contrary, 
to be declared void; but his majeſty reſerved to him- 
ſelf, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, a power to remove any | 
officers, and the mayor, SIREN, &c. to proceed tao 
a new election. 


18 


8 | King 


( 8) 
King James II. in his charter, dated September 13, 
1688, not only omits all the clauſes, which obliges 
the officers here elected to receive the ſacrament, and 
to take the oaths of ſupremacy, &c. but he expreſsly 
diſpenſed with their taking the ſaid oaths, and receiving 
the ſacrament; he abridged the number, of officers to 
ten aldermen, including the mayor, ten ailiſtants, and 
ten common-council-men; impowering fifteen of them 
or more, to aſſemble and make bye laws; and reſerved 
to himſelf, &c. a power to remove any of the officers, 
or to put in, by mandate, any perſon i IN the room of 


„ 


thoſe ſo remoyed, or gen. ee 474 


At the revolution, this burgh was reſtored to its an- 
cient liberties; and upon the attorney general's report 
of the undue and ineffettual meaſures taken about the ; 
pretended ſurrender in 1684, king William and queen 
Mary, by their letters patents in 1693, recited word 
for word the firſt charter of king Charles II. did, ab- 
folutely and amply renew and confirm it with the ad- 
dition of the fair and Tueſday market above- men- 
tioned ; and under this charter, thus confirmed, the 
corporation ated for many years. : 


In 1763, i in the third year of his rifle indjeſty* ; 
* reign, George III. (whom God long preſerve). a hew 
charter was granted; and as it is in ſubſtance the ſame; 
as that laſt mentioned, we think it needleſs here to in- 
ſert it; we ſhall therefore mood to relate other 7 05 
tculars. VVV i gilde 


* 
A 


Beſides 


C7 
Beſides the privileges, obtained by grants and char- 


| wing Colcheſter . Wk ſome _ e at and cuſs 
tom, Viz. . | ; | 


Ws qo a ay na or liberty of "ſelf; —__ 
a hundred-court uſed to be very anciently held here, 
as alſo a lawe-hundred-court, which in time gave Rc. 
to the quarterly ſeſſions of the ag | x 
2. A femme covert may canvey her eſtate, within 
this town, by deed ; being firſt ſolely and ſecretly ex- 
amined by the mayor, and declaring her conſent, with- 
out paſſing a'fine ; but both the deed and her examina- 
tion muſt be enrolled i in the mayor's court. 


3. By ancient uſuage, before any direction, or even 
the leaſt mention in any of our charters, about alder- 
men, common- council, &c. in the 46th of Edw. III. 

and in the 6th of Hen. IV. &c. the free burgeſſes 
| were wont to elett ſeven or eight aldermen, two chatn- 

berlains, one town clerk, four 43 two coroners, 
ny n of the council of the town. | 


4 A free buck zoald not h 1 by will 

what he bad purchaſed, but alſo this town had anci- 
ently the probate and enrolling of wills; and in order 
to prevent frauds, proclamation was made in full court 
that if any perſon had objettions to make againſt the 
proving of that will, he ſhould come and make them 
known at the next court; if nobody then appeared, 
and objected againſt it, the will was proved: They 
began to ceaſe being proved here about the years 1550 
or r 1560. 


{ no ) 


_ * as the reigns of Henry I. and 11, we find, 
that the burgeſſes had the cuſtoms of the water and of 
the banks on both ſides; and Richard I. was alſo gras 


ciouſly pleaſed to grant them the fiſhery, from * 
North Bridge as far as Weſtneſle. 


This fiſhery . not include only the PL LAY 
| of the river Colne, but all the fleets and creeks it runs 
into, namely, Pyefleet, Braſlett, or Bracefleet, Barn- 
fleet, the North and South Gedens, the Paddock, 
Skiphope, Ec. that is the whole Colne water, from 
the North Bridge to Wallet-bar, below Merſea Block- 
houſe; and from an infinite number of records, the 
commonality of the town, are duly and legally intitled 
to the ſole, ſeveral, or ſeparate fiſhery, and of fiſhing 
in the faid river, and creeks thereunto belonging, ex- 
cluſive of all other perſons whatſoever without their 
leave and authority; and have ever had the full power 
of diſpoſing as they think proper, all oyſters and other 

fiſh; and for their preſervation, courts of- conſervancy 


mie held every year, between the flowing and ebbing 


of the ſea to full tide; wherein all offences committed 
between North Bridge and Eaſt Merſea ſtone, have 
mon preſented by a jury, and the offender amerced. 


There, are ſome RS al adjoining whoſe 88 
- are admitted upon licence, from the mayor and water 
| bailiffs, to fiſh and dredge oyſters in this, water. Eaſt 
Merſea, St. Ofyth, Brightlingſea, Arlesford, Wiven- 
boe, Fi ingringhoe, Langenboe, and Eaſt Dopyland ; 
and no licence NES! to any. one who has not a legal 

* 


e ws 2 


8 and alſo free of the trade; and the faid 
Colne is ſhut, and all perfons forbid to dredge; &. 
before the 224. of July in every year, at which time 
to take ſingle or doùble licences; which is called fets 
ting the Colne, and none are permitted to fiſh without 
them; and there are inſtances upon record, of money 


being paid for anchorage againſt enn ſtone, within 
the liberty of this town. — — 


This account of the fiſhery, leads us to ſay that our 

oyſters have been held in great eſtimation; nay, Sir 
Afton Cokain poetically fancies, that they tempred 
Julius Cæſar to invade this iſland; however, they have 
been thouglit a preſent fit for perſons of the higheſt 
quality; but the unfair tricks plaid by the London 
filhmongers; who endeavour to engroſs them, and 
vould permit none, if they eduld, to be vented in that 
eity; but What paſs: through their hands, and who often 
mix them with others taken on the weſtern eoaſt: the 
fort we moſt eſteem is the Pyefleet, a ſmall thick oyſtery 
with a tranſparent ſhell; and as full of a tender and 
delicious meat as it can well hold. A 


To the Colcheſter oyſters, let us cabjoin Ae 

thing which Colcheſter is famous for, viz. the excel - 
tent ſweetmeats made of Eringo Roots; they were- firſt 
candied in this town about the beginning of the laſt 
century, by Robert Buxton, apotbecary; his appren- 
tice, Samuel Great continued this buſineſs, and it has 
ever fince been carried on by the latter's poſtetity 


with univerſal RENE ad 4 2827 | 
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Out of due regard for honeſt and induſtrious merit, 
we muſt alſo take notice of the admirable Auriculas 
raiſed by John Stow of Lexden, which the connoiſſeurs 
allow to be the fineſt in the-Britiſh dominions, if not 
in all Europe, ſome of them W no leſs than 1 33 


viofoms upon one ſtem. iti i rob. lis 
. eee 7 1 9 113-505 
bet Hater Land. 
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che free burgeſſes of Colcheſter, that is, the be- 
neſit of commoning in certain lands round the walls of 
the town, from Auguſt the 1ſt, till the 2d of February, 
about 500 acres; it was granted to them in the reign 
of Henry II. formerly they had fourſcore acres, and 


eight perches round the wall in common, and that the 
king's demeſnes in Colcheſter were 102 acres of land, 


of which 10 were meadow, and 240 acres beſides, be- 


tween paſture and heath, all which was let to fam * 
the king. | BY eri: | 


"0 Theſe e demeſiies continued in the crown till 


about the 14th of king Henry II. when he granted 
them in 'fee-farm, with a right of commonage to the 
free burgeſſes of this town, but were again in the. crown 


iu | 1ſt. of king n 1. oa e ook . 


The right of cormoning doth not intend to lands 
* are ſown with grain or corn, which is a plain de- 
oaſtration that * owners may plough and fow them. 


Fa None 


as 


F HERE ; as . notable privilege belonging * 


— 


Vone but free burgeſſes have a right to common. 
That they are not to overlay or ſurcharge them; that 
is, every one is allowed to put in a certain number of 
cattle, which is three, or ten ſheep; or forfeit gs. 4d. 
a foreigner ſo doing forfeit gs. and that four drivers 
are appointed for the purpoſe, one for each ward, to 
take all ſuch fines; on refuſal, to pound the cattle z/ 
the ſaid fines ſo paid, to be diſtributed by the mayor 
to the poor of the town ; but theſe privileges were 
made void, May 29, * ang' new ones made as 
follows ; ; n 


| That no free burgeſs, between the iſt of Auguſt 
and the 2d of February, put upon the common three 
head of great cattle, or ten ſheep, on forfeiture of 28. 
6d. for each head, and for every head that ſhall be 
found on thoſe lands belonging to a foreigner, 38. 4d. 
to be diſtributed among the poor free burgeſſes, their 
wives, widows, or children; and that on the Monday 
after the feaſt of St. Mary Magdalen, the mayor and 
aldermen aſſemble at the Moot-hall, for the purpoſe 
of chuſing four treaſurers, one for each ward, who 
| ſhall be free burgeſſes, houſholders, paying ſcot and 
lot, who muſt have lands, tenements and hereditaments 
to the ſum of gl. a year, or moveable goods to the 
amount of 1o00l. the ſaid choſen treaſurers to nominate 
the ſame day, four honeſt and diſcreet perſons, free 
| burgeſſes, to be drivers of the ſaid commons; no dri- 
ver to receive any money for offences committed, but 
only the four treaſurers; and the ſaid four treaſurers 
only, may from time to time, Agree: and compound 


2 | „„ 


— 


„„ i 
for any encroachment or offence whatſoever; and 
yearly yield unto the mayor and aldermen at the Moot- 
hall, a true and perfect account in writing, ſigned with 

their hands or marks, of all ſuch ſums of money and 
other profits as they ſhall have received out of, or for 
the ſaid common lands, upon pain of forfeiting gl, 
all which forfeits, &c. to be diſtributed to the poor 


Hhurgeſſes, their wives, widows, and children. The 


drivers to be paid for every head of cattle that ſhall 


be found, and compounded as aforeſaid, the ſum of ad. 
out of the ſaid forfeitures. 


By two other conſtitutions, made in Auguſt 1633 
and 1635, it was ordered, that there ſhould be a herdſ- 
man choſen out of each ward, to look after the cattle, 
and to have for their pains 1d. weekly for every head 
of great cattle, or ten lheeps. to be paid by the owners. 


| Some parcels of theſe commons have been made ſe. 
veral, or whole-year lands, at divers times, particularly 
about St. Anne's, and ſome others; and by articles 


ſettled in 1549, the mayor, aldermen, and common 


council ſhould not ſell any lands, &c. without the 
whole conſent of the body corporate, or the major 
part of them. Theſe are all the conſtitutions that have 
been · made at any time about the commons of this 
town. | 
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| Bounds and extent of i it 8 5 Lidenies 


"H E liberty of Coleheſter begins at the 3 
1 ditch or rampart on Lexden-heath, and goes to 
the New Croſs; and from thence to New-bridge ; ; and 
from New-bridge to Todulnes- bridge; and from To- 
dulnes-bridge to Thomas-bridge; and from Thomas- 
bridge as far as Blackbrook; and from Blackbrook to 
the Brook under the corner of Langham Park; and 
from thence to Lenegores-bridge; and from Lene- 
gores-bridge to Dych-crouche; and from Dyeh- 
erouche there runs from the brook beneath a certain 
water leading to Bere- church; and from Bere-churclt 
to Kyngsford; and from Kyngsford before the gate 
late Robert Maneſ-all's; and ſo on to the Croſs where 
the preambulation began, 


Government of the Corporation. 7 


H E moſt ancient government of this town, Was 

like that of the generality of other corporations, 
8 a- poſt grave appointed by the king, ſo long as it 
continued a royal demeſne, and remained in the crown; ; 
but when it came to let to ferm to the burgeſſes, par- 
ticularly by king Richard I. they were allowed to 
chuſe for bailiffs whom r. pleaſed out os their own 
N 5 Ne 
Sx 0 2 In 


| 
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- In the 46th of Edward III. the whole n» 
pred + four ſufficient men out of each ward, and being 
ſworn, they elected five more out of each ward, making 
twenty-four. that had never been bailiffs, they pro- 
dceeded to the election of two bailiffs, which was in 
Michaelmas week; next they elected eight aldermen, 
__ called auditors, two chamberlains, called receivers, a 
_- town clerk and ſerjeants; then the ſo choſen bailiffs 
and aldermen, choſe ſixteen burgeſſes, who together 
with. the former, had the management, and made or- 
dinances and conſtitutions for the good of the town : 
1 but in Edward the IVth's reign, it was directed in his 
charter, that ſixteen more ſhould be added to the num- 
ber for the above purpoſe., There were four claviers 
and two coroners even in the time of king Hen: IV. 


be ſecond charter of king Charles I. incorporated 
the burgeſſes of Colcheſter by the name of Mayor and 
Commonality, diretting them to chuſe a mayor and 
nine other aldermen, fixteen aſſiſtants, ſixteen com- 
mon- council, a high Reward, a recorder, and a com- 


mon clerk. 3 


The firſt artery of king Charles II. 080 twelve 
aldermen, (including the mayor) eighteen aſſiſtants, 
and eighteen common- council; but ki ſecond charter 
reſtrains the number of aſſiſtants and common- council 
to fifteen each; and king James lefſened yet more, 
ten aldermen, ten affiftants, and ten common- council; 
butt king William and queen Mary granted them their 
charter in as fall and 8 à manner as they enjoy at 


this time. | e 
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The mayor and other officers are-eleted-oh the 
5 dan after the decollation of St. John the Baptiſt; 
the manner is thus; the free burgeſſes aſſembled in com- 
mon hall, or the major part of them, nominate and re- 
turn, two aldermen to the bench-of aldermen, Who re- 
tire into the record room, chuſe one of the two for 
the year enſuing; they then proceed to four headmen, 
who nominate for their fellows, five free burgeſſes out 
ol each ward, in number twenty-four, proceed to elett 
two juſtices of the peace, two coroners, four claviers; 
and a chamberlain, they are ſworn on Michaelmas day, 
except the four claviers; the laſt mayor is alſo fwort 
juſtice, ſo that there are always four juſtices, - beſides 
the recorder, who is a perpetual juſtice during his of- 
fice. The four ſerjeants at mace, are elected in the 
ſame manner as the juſtices, coroners, Kc. on the 
Tuciday after Michaelmas day.” | 
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| The expences of this government are ſupported by 
an income of 500l. a year, ariſing as follows; reſerved. 
rent in the leaſe of the ſeverals; fines and cuſloms of 
the water bailiff; rents of ſeveral eſtates and houſes 
belonging to the corporation; reſerved rents upon 
f leaſehold houſes, and parcels of waſtes, and purpreſ- 
tures, eneroachmenis, &c. profits of law-hundred and 
other courts, markets, fairs, fines, amerciaments, fo- 
reign fines, &c. out, of which the following fixed ſala- 
ries are paid if | the reſpeAlive officers. 2 
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The High Steward's,  =—— — 10 0 0 

Bi eee RN 3 Shoes 7 Grd | 6 13 4 
ane W 0 ink paper, K 1 * 0 

The Chamberlain's wage — — 90124 4 
1 —— his livery, [ans i — 0 15 0 
| Four Serjeants, 50 | | 200 0 
Water Serjeant, 1 0 0 

| Clerk of the Marker, — 2 0 0 
Cryer,r, —k'y— — 2 0 0 
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The reft, is ſaid to be laid out in taxes, repairs, and 
other incidents. 


Upon any important oecd, the Mayor, el 
Steward, Recorder, Aſſiſtants, and Common- council, af. 
ſemble at the Moot-hall, as to ele& officers, make bye 
laws, &c. five-and-twenty of them make a houſe, and 
thoſe twenty-five make an att, ordinance, conſtitution, 
&c.' as if the mayor, all the aldermen, aſſiſtants, and 


many aſſembled, they are diſmiſſed till a new ſummons. 
eledted in, fines are laid upon them. In 1564, and 
for near two hundred years afterward, the mayor had 


the 


common-council were preſent; but if there are not ſo 


If any of the houſe, after regular warning given do 
not appear, or refuſe to undertake the office they are 


a chaplain; his buſineſs was to preach on Sundays in 


f 
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the afternoon, Wedneſdays in the forenoon, on-the 
great feſtivals, on the faſt and fair days, coronation 
days, elections, goal delivery, &c. at a ſalary of gol, 
a year; and ſuch of the corporation who did not ats 
tend in their gowns, for the honor of the town, and 
for the greater ſtate, regularity, and magnificence, 
were under certain penalties :—But #: how! are the Ms 
Helen 1785, &c. 


Colcheſter i is a borough by 1 and ſent 
two members to parliament upon record, even before 
the city of London itſelf, from the 23d of Edward I. 

to the preſent time: the right of electing repreſenta- 
| tives, is in the mayor, aldermen, common-council, 

and free burgeſles not receiving alms; three ways 
there are, by which theſe free burgeſſes acquire their 
freedom, or right of voting; namely, by ſervitude of 
ſeven years with a free burgeſs, and admitted before 
the mayor, &c. and paying the accuſtomed fees; by 
being the ſon, or deſcendent of a free burgeſs; by 

being created a free burgeſs, though a foreigner ; this 
is a thing that hath been often practiced, either for 
certain ſums of money, or for honor, or r ſervices done 
to the corporation. 0 ; 


| Theſe freedoms uſed to be conferred-i in * mh 
public manner; but in the laſt century, the mayor 
| having, of his own authority preſumed to make fo- 
reigners free; in order to reſtrain the pernicious cuſ- 
tom, it was ordered at an aſſembly, October 16, 1654, 
that from henceforth, no Ipregner ſhould be made 
a free 


* 


free burgeſs, directly or indirettly, but thofe who- 
were born free, or by ſervitude, without the conſent 
of the greater part of the mayor, aldermen, afliſtants, 


and commondtouncil: this method was fo ſtrictly ob- 


ſerved, that in 1694, alderman Mott was disfranchiſed 
for ſeveral miſdemeanors; and among the reſt; for 


making a perſon free without their conſent; and july 


6, 1697, the above order was enforced by another, 


| which enjoined, that no perſon being a foreigner, and 


not, having a right to his freedom, ſhould be admitted 


Without, the conſent of the free burgeſſes aſſembled in 


the' common hall, or the major part of them: but not- 


withſtanding this order, Mr. John Raynham, mayor in 
1705; two days before the election for repreſentatives 


for this borough, admitted ninety-ſix foreigners to 
their freedoms, of his own authority; and ſwore them 
in privately without the town clerk; therefore, in the 
controverted election in 1710, they were diſallowed 
by the committee of the Houſe of Commons. | 


At an bey of the mayor, aldermen, ata 


and common- council, July 17, 1711, they repealed 
the order made july 6, 1697, and a few years after 
came to the following reſolution, “that the freedom of 
this borough, might, be {old to ſuch perſons, as by the 
committee of the mayor, aldermen, aſſiſtants, and 
common: council, or five at the leaſt, ſhould be agreed 


with, for raiſing monies for defending the rights, and 


defraying the neceſſary charges of the corporation ;* 
accordingly ſeventy-two freemen were admitted for 
of ſums of money as by the committee aforeſaid 


1 


; 15 were 


Fr 
5 


were agreed te; bat May 6, 1714, upon the petition 
of William Gore and Nicholas Corſellis, Eſqrs. com- 


plaining of an undue election and return for this bo- 


rough, the committee of the Houſe of Common 
diſallowed of the foreigners made free in 1705 and 
1743, and reſolved, that the right of making foreign; 
ers (not having a right of freedom by birth e or ſervice) 
freemen of the borough of Colcheſter, is in the mayor 
and free burgeſſes of the ſaid borough in common hall 
aſſembled and this is the laſt reſolution of the Houſe 


of Commons, notwithſtanding which, thoſe new-admit- 


ted freemen, and their deſcendents, have voted ever 
ſince. | 


In October 31, 1728, at a meeting of the mayor, 
aldermen, &c. eighty-three freemen were made to 


raiſe a fund for defending the rights and privileges of 


the corporation; ſome ſhort time after ninety more 
were made; ſeveral have alſo been made at ſeparate 
times ſince the grant of this preſent charter. 


I he regular way of making foreigners free is, to call 
a floor, which conſiſts of above fifteen hundred free- 
men, ſummoned by proclamation : if the free burgeſſes 
give conſent, they are admitted good and legal free- 
men. It is probable that they were not created for 
the ſake of their votes, but for the fake of the privi- 


leges and immunities they were intitled to by charter; ö 
namely, exemption all over England and the ſea- ports, 
ſrom toll, pontage, m, and all, other duties and 


Impokitions on their goods and merchandizes. 
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It appears, that in the reign of king Edward III. 
every man born and baptized in this borough, had a 
right to be free of the ſame; ſo that birth, whether the 
father was a free burgeſs or no, was then a qualifica- 
tion for freedom, though it might not be the only one; 


there are alſo ſeveral inſtances of freemen being diſ- 


franchiſed, or deprived of their freedom, on au 


: of ill behaviour. e TO, TTY 
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v D ARD I. 


- de Colcheſter, 


bs . at York, Elias Fitz-jokn, Roger de Tyringron. 


[28 __ Linc. 
26 Weſt. 
130 Lond. Adam Planting, Warin n, 
3 Weſt. Elias Fitz- john. 

134 Council at Weſt. Will Cterk. 

£ 35 F. * Elias Fitz-john, John de Stratton. 


| E D WA R D II. 
1 P. at Northton, Will. Clerk, Rob. Olyver. 
& © Weſt. Will. le Plumſtead, Will. le Clerk. 
7 5 Lond. Will. le Clerk, Will. de Plumſtead. 
16 Weft. John de Rattleſden, Joſ. Elianore. 
8 


Fitz-john, William Plumſtead. 


1 Fitz- john, Fitz-william. 
e Tork, Fitz. john, Fitz - william. 
12ͥ ' Rob. de Goldingham, John Parles. 


Weſt. Warin Fitz-william, John Parles. 
16 Fock, Peter de Aſton, Elias Fitz- john. 


I E DW ARD I. 
F-. P. at Yor, Elias Fitz-john, John Parles. 
New Sarum, warin atte welle J. Jordayne. 


Wincheſter, John Rattleſden, Ben. Bygod. 
Weft. John Rattleſden, John 1 | 
© York, Rattleſden, Ric. Barbour. 
, "Weſt. - Rattleſden, warin Fitz- william. 
Pork, Ralph Ode, Matt. Fitz-robert. 
. Weſt. John Parles, John Rattleſden. 


ODOVY Sp > » me — 


Vork, Parles, Rattleſden. 
1 10 C. at \Note. Parles, Rattleſden. | 
: P. at Weſt. Rattleſden. Warin atte welle. 
| 5 Rattleſden, Matthew Glaſyere. 
yo ___ © Rattleſden, J.Elianore, J. Fynch | 
B Alianore, John Parles. A 
at North. Rattleſden, Roger le Belck. 
E 9 . Alianore, john Parles. 


de Rattleſden, John Crud. 

© warin Cade, Elias Fitz-john. 
John Rattleſden, Warin atte Welle. 
de Rattleſden, Will. de Hadely. 
Elias Fitz-john, Warin Fitz-william. 
Thomas Dedham, Will. Hadely. 
William Haddelegh, John Parker. 


William Furnery, John Juſcard. 
Richard Dyere, Robert Beche. 
John Attensford, Jobn Hale. 
-  atte Ford, john Dyere, 
4e la Forde, John Alan, 
ST GEM __ de Halle, Will. Rayne. 
de Halle, Rob. atte Ford. . 
Halle, Rob. atte Ferd. 
Halle, Will Reyne. - 


atte Ford, John Halle. 
atte Ford, John Halle. 


1 P. at Weſt, Elias Fitz-johm de Colcheſter, Hubert 


Fitz- john Ellis, W. de. Plumſtead 


Elias Fitz. john, Warin Fitzwilliam. 


1 Weſt. Elias Fitz-john, Warin * | 


Northten, John de Rattleſden, John Jordan. 


"Thomas de Dedbam, Will. Hadlegh. 


Halle, john atte Ford. 


45 C. at Win. 3 1 
46 P. at Weſt. Al Coghere, Tho. dere | 


CR” 4 


N 
„ Thomas e a William Ford. 
31 P. at Reading, — 


39 . Biſhop. 


PE . at weſt. han Halle, John . ; 
Falle. 5 


8 John * Simon 8 | 


RICH AR D II. 1 
2 P. at Glou. Geffrey Downe, Rob. atte Ford. 
3 P. at Weſt. Stephen Barber, John Pailles. 
6 Michael Aunger, John Leche. 
6 Richard Henn, John Latche. 
7 Thomas Fraunceys, Ralph Algar. 
7 
8 
9 


. at Weſt. John Chriſtian, Alex. Cogghere. 
Thomas Fraunceyes, Ralph Algar, 
10 INE PFraunceyes, Algar. 
12 P. at t Camb, Simon Fordſham, Ralph Algar. 

I3 P. at Weſt. Thomas Faaunceyes, Simon Ford. 


F Fraunceyes, John Chriſtian. 
5 Henry Boſs, John 2 8 

H EN R * IV. 
T P. at Weſt, Herman Godeſtone, Tho. Fraunceyes. 
3 | Thomas Godeſtone, Hen. Roſs. 
8 P. at Glou. Godeſtone, Will. Mate. 


12 P. at Weſt. . x Pod. | 


3 E NR Y 5 
. at Weſt. Tho. Godeſtene, Tho. Fraunceyes. 
John Godeſtone, Simon Mate. 
Ford, John Sumpter. 
Tho. Godeſton, John Ford. 
4 5 at Glou. Henry Boſs, Will. Mate. 
P. at Weſt. Tho. Godeſtone, John Simberleets. 
| * 1 8 will. Nottingham. 


3 = 


a HE N R Y VL 

I ; P. at Weſt. Thomas Godeſton, John Sumpter. 
2 : John, Sumpter, Simon Mate. _ 
WEEDS Henry Boſs, john Godeſtone, 


4 P. at Leiceſ. William Nottingham, Tho. Offkyn. 
6 P. at Weſt. Thomas Godeſtone, john Sumpter. 


8 John Beeche, Thomas Oſkyn. 
9 Robert Pryour, Robert Selby. 
11 lohn Beeche, John Trewe. 
13 | Beeche, Thomas Oſkyne. | 


50 P. at Gland. Robert Selby, walter Benfen. 


20 P. at Weſt. John Beeche, Thomas Oſkyne. 
25 P. at Camb. Nicholas Peck, John Forth. 
27 P. at Weſt. John Ford, John Sancy. 

| Rouge, William Letch. 


Pett worth, John wright. 
38 ho at Weſt. John Baron, John Caſthorp. | 


A. 


"EDWARD IV. 


7 P. at Weſt. William Ford, John Botiler. 


12 lohh Wright, John Bottiller. 


ih Markes, Thomas Smyth. 


The writs, returns, and indentures are all loſt from 
17 Edward IV. to the if of Edward VI. but we find 
6 Henry VIII. J. Clere. 


at New Sarum, Tho. F raunceys, Ralph Algar. : 


A complete I L F7 oft e - Menbers of Parliament ford] this Bo 


1 p. at V 


1 P. at 


py 


m & 2 P. 


2 & 3 
9 


1 P. at V 
0 


13 


1: P. We 


21 


1659 


Borough from i -agd Edu E to the preſent Time = 


| EDWARD I. 170 
1 P. at Weſt, John Ryther, Efq ; phn Lucas, Eſq; 4 
6 _ Francis das Kt] 


. 
7 p. at Weſt. John [Ryther] Johr Beſt. 
1 P. at Oxf. Francis Jobſon, Kt. \ Cardinal, Eſq; 


— 


PHILIP AND MARY. 
1 & 2 P. at Weſt. George Sayer, Uhbbert Browne. 
2 & 3 Fran. Jobſon, Ki John Herring. 
ITY 


ELIZABETH, | 
r P. at Weſt, Fr. Jobſon, Kt. Will Cardinal, Eſq ; 


8 The ſame. | 
13 Hen. Golding, Eſq; F Harvey, Eſq; 
14 Rob. Chriſtmas Eſq; Hmm. Golding Eſq; 


In the room of H. Galding, deceaſed? 


Nicolas Clere, Alderman, 23 Mar. 1576. 
In N. Clere's room deceaſed Rob. Mid- 


dleton 1579. 


27 James Morrice Eſq: ring Eſq; 
nominated by Sir-F rat alſingham. 

28 The ſame- 1 
31 James Morrice, Ar. Mattes Eſq; 
44 James Morrice Eſq; Martin Beſſell Alder. 
39 Rob Barker, Ric. Syngell, ne. | 
N The fame. [ 

" FAMES . 
1 P. Weſt. Robert Barker, Eſq; Edw. Alforde, Eſq; 
3 | The ſame. 
8 Will. Towſe, Serjeant at law, Town-clerk | 


Edward Alforde, Eſq; 

The ſame. Wi 
- GOT -AR LE I. 
1 P. Weſt. Will. Towſe, Eſq; Edw. Alforde, Eſq; 


21 


t | Sir Harbottle Grimſton, Kt. and Bart. 5 


Will. Towſe, Eſq; The firſt being 


_ choſen alſo for the county, made his 
whereupon Sir Robert 


election for it ; 
| Quarles, Kt. was choſen in his room. 


4 Sir Thomas Cheek Kt. Edw. Alford Eſq; 


Sir Will.” Maſham Kt. and Bar. Harbottle 
| Grimſton, Eſq; 


6 Sir Tho. Barrington Kt. and Bart. Har- 
bottle Grimſtone, Eſq; in the place of 
Sir Tho. Barrington, deceaſed; John 
| Sayer, Eſq; Oct. 14, 1645, _ 
694 Col. J. Barkſtead, J. Maydſtone, vs 
656 Henry Laurence, John Maid- 
| ſtone, Eſq; choſen by the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Com- Double 
mon-council, . return. 
John Shawe Eſq; Col. Biſcoe, | 
choſen by the Fr. Burgeſſes. } 
1659 John Maidſtone Eſq; Abraham 


| Harrington Eſq; 
John Shawe Eſq; Abrah. Jon- 
ſon, merchant, choſenas above 


G. Chriſtmas Eſq Th. Lucas Eſq; | 


* 
3 


— 


CHARLES II. 9 
12 p. Weſt. Sir Har. Grunkon, . J. Shaw, El: 
13 The ſame. 
31 Sir Harbottle Grimſton, Bart. Sir walter 
Clarges, Bart. 
31 The ſame. 


32 P. Oxf. Sit H. Grimſton Bart. Sam Reynolds Ea; 


JAMES ; „ 
Sir Will. Maynard, Bart. Sir Tho. Fran- | 


ſhaw, Kt. 


Laurence, Eſq; 
Double return. 


| WILLIAM any MARY. 
1 P. Weſt, Hen. Mildmay, Eſq; John wroth, Eſq; 
2 Sam. Reynolds, Eſq; Edw. Cary, Eſq; 


In the room of E. Cary, deceaſed, Iſaac 


Rebow, Eſq; Nov. 12, 1692. 


_ Sir John Morden Bart, Sir If. Rebow Kt. 
10 Sir Thomas Cook Kt. Sir Iſaac Rebow Kt. 
12 The ſame. 

13 The ſame. 
ANNE. 


7 * Weſt. Sir Iſaac Rebow, Kt. Tho. Cook, Ke. 


GEORGE I. 


1 p. weſt. Sir Iſaac Rebow, Kr. Ric. Ducane, Ea; : 


$ | Sir Tho. Webſter Bart. Mat. Martin We 


GEORGE II. 


| 2 P. Weſt. Sam. Tufnell Eſq; Stamp Brookſbank Eſq; 
3 


. Mat. Martin Eſq; If. Leming Rebow Eſq; 
In Iſaac Rebow's room, deceaſed, Jacob 
Houblon, Eſq, 1735. 
I; Charles Gray, Eſq; Sam. Saville, Eſq; 
21 The Hon. Richard Savage Naſiau, Efq; 
| Charles Gray, Eſq; 
28 John Olmius, Eſq; Cha. Gray, Eſq; 


GEORGE III. 


Potter, Eſq; 
Upen C. Potter s election being declared | 
void, | : 

Sir Robert "LY Bart. . 
In the room of Sir Edmund Affleck, Bart: * 

deceafed, and upon petition, 
George Tierney, Eſq; 


1 P. Weft. Sir walter Clarges, Dart. Naben 


Sir Iſaac Rebow, Kt. Edw. Bullock, Eſq; 
7 Sir Tho. Webſter Bart. Sir Iſ. Rebow Kt. 
9 Sir If. Rebow, Kt. Will. Gore, Eſq; ; 
12 Will. Gore, Eſq; Nic. Corſellis, Eſq; 


wa A - -— 


— 


Upon petition—If. Martin Rebow Kd: 


1 P. Weſt. Char. Gray, Eſq; If. Martin Rebow, Eſq; 


8 The ſame. 
I4 The ſame. 
20 Iſaac M. Rebow Martin, E ty; Sir Robe. Sf 
: Smyth, Bart. 
In the room of Iſaac M. Rebow Marin 
deceaſed, | . 
Chriſtopher Potter, Eſq; 

Tan Upon petition—Edmund Affleck, Eſq; 
= AS Sir Edmund Affleck, Bart. Chriſtopher | 


” 
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| DP ood 
The ſeveral Pariſhes 3 in Colcheſter. | 18 
| | 


NK whold town, with the liberties is divided 

into ſixteen pariſhes, whereof eight are within 

the walls; ; four without ; and four within the liberties, ; | 

The pariſhes within the walls are, St. Mary's St. | 

| Peter's—St. Runwald's— St. Martin — Holy Trinity 1 

2 8t. Nicholas' s— All Saints—and St. James's. With * 
q 
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out the walls, St. Botolph's (of which a little part lies 1 
within the walls)—St. Giles's—St. Mary Magdalen's, » 
—and St. Leonard's, or the Hythe: and within the | | 1 
liberties, Lexden—Mile-end—Greenſted—and Bere= f Mi 
church, or We Donyland, 2 85 a 8 


The charchen! are moſtly built with old Reman 9 | 
and the rubbiſh of other ancient edifices; and are in 
general but mean, except St. Peter's, St. Mary's, and 
St. James's, which are ſpacious, large and handſome 

in the infide. That belonging to St. John's abbey wass | 8 
large, and undoubtedly elegant, but not the leaſt ſten 
of it remains at this day; nor is it known exactly where 1 | 1 
it ſtood, except by tradition. That of St. Botolph,, *': | 
now lying in ruins, was very large, and the weſtern, 153 
front adorned with a great deal of workmanſhip neat, 
and with two towers at the north-weſt and ſouth-weſt = 
corners; both the great weſtern door, and the arches s# | 
between the pillars, are in the right Roman ſimicircu- 
tar form, not in the Gothic taſte. 4 1 
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Of the Livings in general. 
r methods have been attempted at differeꝶ 


times, to render the livings a tolerable maintenance, 
by uniting ſome of the pariſhes together, as we find in 
2880, 1658, and in 1660, it was ordered that the twelve 
pariſhes might be united into four diviſions, and that 
the recorder ſhould be entreated to move the parlia- 
ment for the uniting them e but this n. id 
the ground. 


In 1650 an ac Was i entituled an Ad 
for the more frequent preaching of the goſpel, and 
better maintenance of the clergy of this town ; it was 
enaQed, that a ſum not exceeding the ſum of 6001, 
ſhould be levied upon all houſes, &c. within the ſaid 
town and the liberties thereof, excepting the four ham- 
lets of Lexden, Greenſted, Bere-church, and Mile-end, 
in a tax of 18. per annum in the pound. By virtue of 
this aft, the mayor, aldermen, and common-council 
made a rate on the houſes and ſtock, &c. according 
to the proportions above-mentioned ; the "treaſurer 
105 quarterly the ſum of 100l. a- piece to four mini- 
ſters, appointed to officiate in the whole town, but this | 
> angel ceaſed at the reſtoration. 


The only effefual augmentations, and the moſt Rlikely 
to laſt, are owing to the munificence of Mr. Henry 
Batchelor, of Colcheſter, yeoman; andthe Rev. Moſes 


1 . Cook, 


| * 
» . 5 * f 
1 8 ? 5 2 
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Cock, late rector of Heddingham Sible, in this coumyy 
who ordered a conſiderable ſum to be paid to the recs 
tory of St. James, and any other three churches which 
the been ok London ſhould arr. ä 


* 


jw eee wh ene „ 
St. Mary at the Walls. 


HIS pariſh took its name from the church, which 

is dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin; tis called 
St. Mary at the Walls, in contradiction to the pariſh 
of St. Mary Magdalen, and becauſe it ſtands cloſe to 
the walls of the town. 


The ſite of it was part of the barony of the Biſhop | 

of London; for which reaſon the rectory hath been all 
- along in the collation of the biſhops of that ſee; and 
it is ſubje& to them and their commiſſaries, being 
wholly exempt from the archdeacon's juriſdiction, to 
whom it pays neither procurations nor ſynodals; it 
| ſtands charged 10l. for firſt fruits in the king's books, 

and pays 4s. 6d, to the biſhop. for procurations, * 
when he viſits, 


The church Rands . in the higheſt part of 
the town, was rebuilt in the year 1714, 'near the ſpot 
where the old one ſtood, by Mr. John Price, an emi- 
nent archite& of Richmond in Surry, for the ſum of 
2154]. This church was only ten months rebuilding; 
it is a plain neat church, but not ſo ſubſtantial as many 
ethers of the kind. Beſides the ſum of RN there 
04 was 
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vas 1801. for pewing the ech paving the Rege 
and alley 60l. 85. 7d. marble font gl. 10s. cover to 
ditto 106. Next the church-yard was leveled with 
handſome gravel walks, planted on each fide with lime, 
trees, which are much reſorted to; the charge of ma- 
king the walks and planting the trees came to 631. 178. 
4d. In 1729, the ſteeple was raiſed twelve feet with 
brick, the charge of which with leading, &c. amounted 
2341. 9s. 2d. In this church there is but one bell. 


Within the chapel of St. Thomas che Martyr 1 in ts 
'- arch, there was, before the reformation, a chauntry 
founded, and well endowed by Joſeph Elanore; there 
belonged to it a little houſe, of one room above and 
one below, called the Chapel or Chantrie-houſe, which | 
ſtood adjoining to the north- ſide of the church, in 
length a- croſs the preſent walk between the nt 
and the parſonage, and reaching from the place where 
is now the ſouth gate of the parſonage garen. to the 
north door of the church. | 


The parſonage-houſe of St. Mary $ ftands on the 


-north-fide of the church; it hath a beautiful proſpe&t 
| on the weſt and north-weſt Fon many miles into the 
| country. 1 


; 
4 


The gebe belonging to this redtory, is in ten ſmall 


gf different parcels, and ſome at a conſiderable diſtance | 


from the others, which is very inconvenient: for a lift 


of the incumbents we ſhall refer our readers through 
þ the whole of me ' org to > Mr, ye netten „ 
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ere bers 8. Peter's: 0 


Aeg to St. Aer s on thi north and PN 
is the pariſh of St. Peter. This pariſh lies in the 
manor of the corporation. In the pariſh, ſouth of the 
chureh, is the Exchange, anciently known by the name 
of the Red-row; which whilſt the baize trade flouriſhed 
amongſt us, uſed to be daily frequented by great num 


bers of ſubſtantial merchants; and over it was the Dutch 


Baize-hall. Near this Exchange, in the High- ſtreet, 
| ſtands a pump, called king Coel's Pump, which is re- 
paired by the neighbours; but there is no proof of the 


well's being of ſo ancient a date as king Coel. There 


e was a water-mill near e 1 


Thomas duke of Norfolk had lands i in his pariſh, | 
in queen Elizabeth's reign, named Senſdowne. - The 


families of Sayer and Browne, made anciently a. con- 
ſiderable figure in this pariſh... 


The church of St. Peter conſiſts of a led nave, of 1 
0 body, and two ſide-iſles leaded, and the chancel hath 


2 north chapel ; at the weſt end of the church is a neat 


brick ſteeple, in which are contained eight good bells 


and a clock. This church is looked upon as the prin- 
cipat in the town, wherein the epiſcopal and archideas 
conal viſitations are held: in it is a e good 
the ul. one in town. 1 . 
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| ( 18 } 
This church was in being before the Norman Con- 
gueſt. It was held in Edward the Confeſſor's reign, 


by two prieſts, for a ſmall quit-rent; and there were 


adjoining to it ſome parcel of ploughed land and mea- 
dow, and a mill; but after the conqueſt, Robert Fitz- 
ralph of Hatinges claimed three parts of it, and Eude 


- Dapiter had the fourth, in whom the patronage of it 
originally was; we do not find, but after the foundation 
of St. Botolph's Priory, it was given to that convent; 
and continued in their gift as a rectory till the year 

2183 but in that year, the prior and canons petitioned 


Richard Newport Biſhop of London, to appropriate the 
ſame to the priory, ſetting forth, that by reaſon their 


profits, penſions and portions, were unjuſtly detained; . c 


chat more contributions were impoſed upon them than 
uſual; that the charges of their hoſpitality were im- 


| moderate, on account of the great concourſe of peo- 


ple to the town and caſtle of E6lchefter; and by rea- 
ſon of the grievous ſcarcity, which for two years paſt 
and more, had miſerably afflicted the whole land; they 


were greatly in debt; the biſhop dying, they applied 


| themſelves to Stephen Graveſend, his ſucceſſor, who 


being ſatisfied with the contents, did, on the 16th of 
© January, 131, appropriate the church with its. appur- 


tenances, to the ſaid prior and convent, and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, to be converted to their own uſe, and be, for 
ever poſſeſſed by them, reſerving, a power. to himſelf to - 
ordain a vicariage here, and to endow it with a con- 
venient portion according to the revenues of the 
church; and from thenceforth, the priors and canons 


preſented it as a vicariage. 13 
. 


{ w9 ) 

Upon the diffolution of the a king Hen 
VIII. granted to Sir Thomas Audeley, in the year 
2536, the fite of St. Botolph's priory, &c. and the 

advowſons of the pariſh churches of St. James, St, 
Peter, St. Martin, and Mile-end Colcheſter. Sir 
Thomas gave them to his brother Thomas, who was 
feated at Bere- church, and the three firſt continued 
in his poſterity till after 1900, when Henry Audley, 
Eſq. fold them to. biſtiop Compton, who intended to 
have ſettled them upott his biſhoprie of London; but 
hot doing it, his executor, general Hatton Comptory 
fold them to biſhop Robinſon : St Peter's is now # 


| APR. advowſon of itſelf, and is in the gift, of 
— e - Thornton, Eſq. : 


| Before the reformation, there was A chit in b 


church, founded by Richard tout arid A «2 7 
St. Jobn's, called Jeſus Maſſe. } 


This chureh was rated in the king's books 200. for 
Firſt fruits, and zl. for tenths; from both which it was 
en __ the aft of the gth-of queen Anne. 4 

In the year 2574. Nickolas ne. Mathies, _ 
William Hall, woollen-draper, both inhabitantsof the 
pariſh, enfeoffed John Pye, one of che bailiffs ; Tho- 

mas Turner, one of the aldermen, and ſeveral others, 
in three fields called Sprottyſynhams; another field 
named Sprottyſlond; a certain paſture called Sprot- 
tyſmarfh, at the end of Sprottyſlane; one croft named 
the Syk; and another croft called Pagyfcroft, all in 
ou Horkeſleigh ; and ſaid in one place to contain 
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forty acres, or more, though it is not ſo much now ;— 


in truſt They have been poſſeſſed ever ſince by the in- | 
cumbents of this church; they are "IEEE: called 
ys and Sprotis. 


The vicar hath do. 8 acres &e glebe i in 1 8— 


ae and a field of five acres formerly c called CD 
Sprotty*s-woods, both lying in Mile-end; and an acre _. 


of glebe in North-ſtrect, named the Golden-acre; be- 
ſides the little piece without Nerth-gate, on which for- 
merly ſtood Slenement, as mentioned in Mr. N ewcourt 
ad Mr. Morant. | 


In the year 1719, Meß Robinſon augment d this 
living with 200). to which were added 200l. of queen 
Anne's bounty, of which the vicar receives the intereſt. 
In 1707, it was certified to the governors of queen 
Anne's bounty to be but 351. per annum, certain, 15 


On the eaſt ſide of the church-yard, i is the vicarage- 
houſe, a neat modern brick building, with a garden 
behind the ſame, which has been much enlarged, within 
theſe few years, part of the burying-ground on the eaſt 


and north ſides of the church PEA converted to that 
* 124 e 
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Tok 0 St. Rund. 1 


AST WAR D of St. Peter's, and adjoining to the 
ſame in the High-ſtreet, is this pariſh of St. Run- | 


wald, ſo named from the church which i is dedicated to 


w A 


. fy 


As this Saxon ſaint is not much known, it will be 
proper to give ſome account of him; and we have none 
but a legendary one. He is ſaid to have been ſon to 
a king of Northumberland, by a chriſtian daughter of 
Penda, king of Mercia; being born at King's-Sutton. 
in Buckinghamſhire; as ſoon as he came out of his 
mother's womb, he cried three times, «I am a chriftian,” 
then making a plain confeſſion of his faith, he deſired 
to be baptized, choſe his godfathers, and his own name 
Runwald. He alſo directed, with his fingers, the 
ſtanders by, to fetch him a great hollow ſtone for a 
font, which his father's ſervants tried in vain to bring; 
till the two prieſts, his deſigned godfathers, did go and 
fetch it eaſily. Being baptized, he diſcourſed for three 
days of all the common places of popery, and having 
confirmed the truth of them, (as the legend pretends) 
he bequeathed his body to remain at Sutton one year; 
at Brackley two; and at Buckingham ever after. This 
done, he expired, and was buried in the place of his 
appointment; but he was chiefly honored at Boxley- 
In Kent. ” 


To return: — This little pariſh, the leaſt in Colchef. 
_ except St. Mary Magdalen's, ſtands in the heart 
of the town; it lies in the manor of the corporation, 
and the butcher's ſhambles, and other buildings erected 
on the waſte, pay rent or acknowledgements to the 

mayor and commonality. | 


In this ourith ſtands the Burgh's Court of Justen 
N called the Moot-hall. Here the courts are 


s 2 held, 
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eld, and all the public affairs of the town tranſacted; 
> the whole edifice contains the Moot-hall itfelf.; and, 
north of the ſame, a large room called the Freemens 
Chamber, where meetings are held upon particular 3 
occaſions; under the ſame is the Council-room, wherein 
the records of the town are kept; behind is a ſmall 
neat Theatre, which was built by ſubſcription in the 
year 1764, wherein is performed plays, &c. chiefly by 
a company of comedians, from the Theatre-royal, 
Norwich, about the months of October and Novem- 
ber; it is ſeldom opened at any other time, or by ary 
other company. The ſaid company is rated. in the 
an both to church and poor. 


Partly 8 Re partly adjoining to the 1 is 
the Town-goal, for the confinement of felons, &c. 


In this pariſh al ſo ſtands a public building, erected 
about the year 1590 for the ſale of fruit, butter, poultry, 
Ec. formerly it was uſed as a wool-market, which was 
| held on a Tueſday, and. it continued ſo till ren * 


year 1735 Or 1736. 


The church ſtands inconveniently, and nt in the 
WAY, in the middle of the High-ſtreet ; the 'body of it 
is one ſmall pace, and built of a mixture of brick 
and ſtone; but the chancel is wholly of brick, and 
ſeems more modern than the reſt; adjoining to the 
chancel is a north-iſle, or rather a chapel; which we 
find, was dedicated to St. Mary. In the middle of the 
church ſtands a little wooden turret, rough caſt with 
Nur mortar ; ny it had a leaden ſpire, which 

| being 
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| being red was taken down; Here is but one belt; 
the church-yard is at a diſtance from the _— on. 
the weſt ne of Avgeblane. pn ; 


* 
* 


The patronage of this church bath all Ae been i in 

> -- family of Tey, or de Tey, which flouriſhed for 
many generations in divers parts of this county, par- 
ticularly at Layer-marney and Birch. This church 
was not uſed for near an hundred years, and the in 
habitants repaired to St. Peter's church, and ſubſcribed. 

to the vicar; it was again opened in the year 1760, 

and has ever fince continued ſo. 


The reftor of this pariſh had . a parſonage 
houſe in North-ſtreet, or on North-hill, as appears 
from a prefentment in the year 1476. Ever ſince the 
year 1544 this church hath been held by ſequeſtration; 

for though it was valued at 7). 138. 4d. in Henry the 
: VIIIth's tlme, when the general ſurvey of all the livings 
were made, in order to ſettle the firſt fruits and tenths, 
. It hath nothing certain but the tithes of between ſeven, 
and eight acres of land in the borough-field; and the 
intereſt of queen Anne's bounty, and of ſome volun- 
1 contributions. 


st. Martin's. "5h 


Jy Martin's pariſh is bounded on the ſouth by St. 
Runwald's; on the weſt by St. Peter's; on the - 
nk by the town wall, and the meadows next to the 
ven; which are in St. Nicholas and All-Saints; and 
22 * by che pariſh of St. n 


There 


t 134 y 
ere are not above four acres of lahd i in this pa- 


 xiſh, beſides a few garden grounds; by that means the 


revenues · of the living are quite inconſiderable, they 
conſiſting only of the intereſt of queen Anne's bounty, 
which it obtained by rotation. This church was alſo 


mut up for many years, and no clergyman inſtituted”, 


thereto ; and the inhabitants reſorted to St. Peter's for 
divine ſervice; but it hath ſince been opened, and 


divine ſervice performed for many years paſt. This 


pariſh i 18 in the manor of the corporation, from whick 
a few leaſcholds are held. | . 


Faſt and Weſt-Stnckwell- MP in this Sn took 
their name from a certain ſpring rifing in a little lane 
between thoſe two ſtreets, called Stock-well, which 


hath been a common well from time immemorial. In 


1670, the mayor and commonality, by their indenture, 


bearing date Auguſt 15, demiſed and granted for five 
| hundred years, at the yearly rent of one penny, to 
Alice Lambe, ſpinſter, that well or fountain called 


Stock-well, fituate in the common ſtreet and waſte 
ground i in the pariſh of St. Martin, Colcheſter, and ſo 
much of the waſte ground on the north and weſt fides 
of that well, as might be ſufficient for incloſing and 
fencing in of the ſaid well, for the prevention of dan- 
ger; to the intent, that the ſaid Alice Lambe, ſhould 
ſet up a pump in that well, and permit and ſuffer the 
neighbourhood thereabouts to pump and take water 
there for their neceſſary uſes; they contributing and 
paying to the ſaid Alice Lambe, her executors or aſ- 
figns, their nee ſhares and portions: towards the 


in * 1 4 ; 5 15 14 4 ys : * ** 
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charge and maintenance, and repair of that n and 


well, and of the fences thereto. 


| \ The church of St. Martin ſtands between Eaſt and 
Weft-Stockwell-Street, or Angel and Bear-Lanes, the 
church- yard extending to both. This church confiſts 
of a nave and north iſle, both tiled; the chancel is 
only of one fingle pace, the top of the belfrey was 
damaged during the ßege, and ſtill continues in 4 


ruinous condition; there is only one bell, hanging + 


woe my from the ground. Yo N Sto Hr 
. * — — * : 5 
3 Holy Trinity. „ 


Tur bull of Holy Trinity is Wound on the vel 
by that of St. Mary' s; on the ſouth by St. Giles's; 


on the caſt by part of the ſame parifh, and of St. Bo- | 


tolph's and St. Nicholas's; and on the north by part 
of St. Nicholas, St. Runwald, and St. Peter. It hath 
ſeveral parcels of land, which according to the furvey- 
taken of them by the pariſhioners, and entered 1 in a the | 
pariſh book, amounted to lixty-nine acres. „ 


It is within the manor of the corporation, Fro which | 


a few tenements are held by a twenty-one years leaſe, 
but anciently they were held by the gy in * nature 
of e e 8 een 


Tbe church, whichi is ads to ha Holy ys 
flands in Trinity-Street, and conſiſts, oſ a body and 


 Guth iſle, which is alſo continued the whole length of 
5 | j | ; ; : | 
las; the b 


n 
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the Sk oy: are both ited; the tower is board 
at the top, and hath in it but one bell. | 


$# Bere-church, alias Weſt Donyland, was many years 
3 Chapel of eaſe to this patifh, and the fectors of Holy 
Frinity were inftituted to it with that chapel annexed ; 


but in the year 1536; the lord chancellor Audley having 
' obtained the manor of Bere-church- Hall, and fixed 
his brother Thomas there, was deſirous of converting 


the chapel of that place into à parochial church; for 
that purpoſe he procured the conſent of William Jaye; 
then rector of Holy Trinity, and of the abbot and con- 


vent of St. John's patrons, both of the church and cha- 


pel, to ſeparate them one from the other; having firſt 


obtained the king's licence in order thereunto; and by 
 vay of recompence to the ſaid William Jaye, (wha 
then averred, he made not 435. a year of the profits 


of that chapel) the lord chancellor Audley, ſettled on 
bim, and his ſucceſſors for ever, certain meſſuage, 
lands, and hereditaments in Ardley and Dedham, or 


of one of them, (about ſixty acres in all) called Por- 


tgrs; and a portion of tithes in Bures St. Mary's, be- 


ing 10s. parcel of the palleſſion., of the late-difſolved 


eh Botlph. de (1 
ain ery 


The ed e e alſo. in derte the (ade 3 of 


200). of queen Anne's bounty jointly with 200l. part 


of 10001. legacy left by the Rev. Mr. Brooke, for the 
augmentation of five ſmall livings in the gift of any 


| biſhop, dean and chapter, or college: with thoſe 4901. 


and a fum added by the Rev. Mr. Lidgould the rector: 


ene was « farm: purehufed ue Welten in le Soken, by 95 
the 


4 9h. 


the. governors of queen Anne's benen, mi made 


erer upon this living. 
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The, patronage of this church was, Jo nen N 


in the abbot and; convent of St, John's, till their ſyps 
f preſſion; z upon that 1 it came to the crown, and remained 


in the gift of the lord chancellor, till June; 27,, 179%, 


when John earl of Northampton obtained it, (with St. 
Nicholas and St, Leonard i in this town, and the vicar- 
age of Ewell } in Surry), from queen Anne, in exchange 
for the rectory of Cherncote, alias Serncote, in Wilt⸗ 
ſhire, and the 19th of December following, conveyed 
| them to his uncle, Pr. Henry Compton, biſhop. o 
London. This good biſhop being 08 of Balliol 
college, had often declared, in the hearing of his nes. 
Phew and executor, general Hatton Compton, that h. 
deſigned to leave thoſe advowſons to the college; — 


died without having fulfiled his intent. After the 


biſhop's death, the executor endeavouring to perform 


what the biſhop, to his knowledge intended; did difd 


cover, that the conveyance: of the above-mentioned 


churches to George earl of Northampton was invalid; 
and ineffectual, inaſmuch as they were conveyed av 
vicarages, being in reality rectories; this being ſigni- 
fied to George earl of Northampton, he obtained a 
ſecond grant of queen Anne, dated May 18, 171g, of 
the rectories (not wicarages) of St. Nicholas, St. Leo 


nard, and Holy Trinity in Colcheſter; and on the gth 


of July, 1714, the ſaid earl and his kinſman, the honors 
able Hatton Ar r Eſq- above-mentioned, executor 
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don, conveyed thoſe three reQories to Balliol pong ; 


. Atler the church of St. Mary had been laid 3 in ruins, 
6 l above related; this church of Holy Trinity was 
| Held by ſequeſttation, by the redtors of St. Mary” 5, 
and ſerved for a place of divine worſhip to both Dis - 
riſhes. The rektor of this pariſh hath now no parſon- 
age-houſe ;' but from the year 1349 to 1508, the bailiffs 
and commonality uſed to grant to the rector of this 
pariſh, generally during his life, a meſſuage for his 
reftory c or dwelling-houſe, oppoſite to the church-yard, 
which was copyhold, and held of them by the rod, at 
will; but is now incorporated. From this meſſuage 
the rector of Holy Trinity owed ſuit at the law-hun- 


dred courts of this borough. | FRA n chef 
. b 157 OT 27 , SP. 1 


8 This puriſt had; the honor of 3 birth is. — 


| alſo of being the ſeat and refidence of the moſt learned 


Dr. William Gilberd, author of the book De Magnete, 
or the Loadſtone; and here it will not be improper to 
give ſome ac count of that great man. He was the ſon 

f Hierom Gylberd, gent. born at Clare in Suffolk, 
and admitted a free burgeſs of Colcheſter in 1533, and 
ſome time recorder of the ſame. His great grandfather, 


Thomas Gilberd, born at Hinticlisſham in Suffolk, was 
alſo made a burgeſs of this town in 1428. Dr. Will. 


Gilberd was born in the year 1540, and ſtudied in both 
our univerſities; afterwards he travelled into foreign 


—— where, probably, he had the degree of 


{4 wh in Fhyfic conferred pon him; for he did not 
appear 


HEY) 


appear to o have taken it either at Oxford or Cambridge. 
At his return, being famed for-his learning, great 
knowledge in philoſophy, and admirable ſkill in che- 
ora he became'a member of College of — 


I © SY 


Elizabeth, oy bad ſo kink: a vine or him, i 

allowed him an annual penſion, tg encourage him in : 

« his ſtudies: be was alſo chief phyſician to king James, 

I. In 1600 he publiſhed his book, De Magnete mage, 

, neticiſque corporibus & de magno Magnete Tellure, Phyfiologia þ. 
nua. Lond. 1600, folio. Of the Magnet, (or Loãd- 

ſtone) and magnetical bodies, and of that great magnet 
the Earth. He alſo left in) mandſeripe, De Mundo 
Mero ſublunari Philoſophia, nova, i. e. Of our fablu<: 
nary world, which was publiſhed at Amſterdam, in 
1661, 4to. from a M. S! in the library of Sir William 
Boſwell, knt. He likewiſe invented two moſt ingenis 
ous and neceſſary inſtruments for ſeamen; to find out 
the latitude of any place, without the help of the fun 
moon and ftars; made public by Thomas Blondeville, 
| at London, 1602, 4t0. Pr. Gilberd died Noyember 


1 


where there is a monument for him. By his will, he | 
gave all his books in his library his globes, inftru< 
ments; and cabinet of minerals to the College of Phy- 

ficians, London. His picture is in the School-gallery 

| * W which ſhews him to have _ of {ror | 
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rr. Mchctar s is the next pariſh in order after Tri- 
'nity; it joint it, and to St. Runwald's, on the weſt; 
to St. Botolph's, on the fouth; to AlLSaints, on the 
eaſt; and to pare of this laſt and to 5 St. Martin's, 00 


che north. i 19 


bh By the terrier. od, In by pr it apphars, that + 4.00 
belonged. then to this pariſn above twenty-two acres 
of land, but they have been moſtly invaded by other 
pariſhes; ſo that it retains. at preſent only a piece in 


the Lion-walk; wherein, on the eaſt ſide, ſtands the 


Independent meeting-houſe; 3 it is a large neat modern | 
brick otagon building, built in the; year 1767. It 
formerly oY eee rg 2 b St. Bo- 


5 
n 1 1 1 


© This 100 kw within the manor of the corporation; 
9925 two en in St. Helen '+-lahe, formerly par- 


he man or of f Welt Dongland, at. the will of the lord. 


FEI 


be 15 95 Helen's-Jane in this pariſh,” on the eaſt nde, 
Kands a plain round building. refed by the Rev. Mr. 


Welley, and is named Welley's Chapel; commonly 


_ eflled the Metkodiſt's Meeting. On the weſt fide of 


this lane is the chapel of St. Helen; adjoining to which 
is a ſmall meeting-houſe for the people called Quakers; 
there is alſo a large one on the weſt fide of Bear-lane, 


* but 


Put the latter is in the bau ef St. Ntartik. ck Nr 


from it, in Buckleſpurycane, ſtahds affe the Pte 
terian meeting-houſe, which was eretted in b 1 


5 0 . | , 1 N 
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There is an Alme-houſe in Culver-lane in this pariſh, 
for four poor perſons; founded and endowed by Ralph 
Finch; of, which we ſhall. give an account, 
under the head of gifts and benefactions. i 300); et 


The church of St. Nicolas ſtands © on 15 1 i theft de 
of the High-ſtreet, about the middle of the own; * 
conſiſts of a body 0: or nave tiled, and a Touth iſle leaded, 
the tower is partly built on the north wall, in it ar 
five bells, and a clock. projecting out into the ſtreet, - 
which occaſions this to be vulgarly called the Dial- 
church; on the top of the tower there is d mall bell 
in a lantern, for the clock. About ninety years ago, 
the tower being grown ruinous, a workman from Loh- 
don was employed to repair it; 8 . he began | 
but one day, as he was gone t to dinner, the tower fell 
upon the body of che church and 1 chancel, and 
beat the roof of i it in. In 172 175 the weſt end of the 
church was repaired, and new pewed, at the charge of 
681. but the eaſt end, and the chancel ſtill continue 
ruinous. A new belfrey built with timber, and boards 
painted, was erected in 1749, in the manner deſcribed 
above, of which the charge amounted to 43. There 
were prayers formerly in this church every day at three 
clock, but have been diſcontinued Rang years. * 


"This. rectory bad ine held- by: ſequeſtration: the 
[IST 3 to the church in the High- tren 
and 


1 


: { 145, } 


ke and fands over che paſſage into the nnn was 
repaired by the pariſh j in 1695, as appears by an in- 


ſcription on the top of that paſſage. About the year 


1754, one Mr. Charles Saunders left to the rector, for 
dhe time being, an houſe ſtanding in the middle of the 
ſtreet, oppoſite the Red-Lion in this pariſh, in oppo- 

tion to a plan then in contemplation: by the eorpora- 
tion, for pulling down the row of houſes ſtanding in 


the middle of the ſtreet, together with the church of 
St. Runwald, and market-crofs, in order to makeche 


Areet x more open and commodious but they did not $ 
| er their dofign, and It fill remains. e 


1 


— 
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„ wag or All- Hallows, . 


| if E pariſh of All-Saints, ſo named from the church 
| which 1 is dedicated to all the ſaints in general, 


| comes next in order. On the welt, it is bounded by 


St. N icholas's 's; on the ſouth, by St. Botolph's; ; on the 


Sr! 4 


on. the north, by Mile-end. 


caſt, by St. James' s, and Part of St. Botolph's; and 


7 N ins 
1 ; 


It is within the manor or portion) which; re- 


| edles qui reris for buildings and encroachments upon 


the waſte! but ſome houſes i in Culver” n ee 
the manor of Shawe's: 2 805 230 Hur n argc 


* 1 i 
297 83 % #2 1-3. £14 V+! 


The caſtle} is eee ee 3 yn 
above in the deſcription 2 it; but it is taxed i in this 


pariſh, re wich 2217775 :end-field, and the Caſtle- 
bailey. 44 > 117 T) ir: l *27 4 TITTIES ; MS) * Yor i 
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Sir Jun abüwe. who diſtinguiſhed | bimſelf by kh 8 
attachment to the royal cauſe during Oliver Cromwell's 
uſurpation, lived in this pariſh. He was the ſon o 
John Shawe of Colcheſter, gent. by Mary his wiſe, 
daughter of — Lufkin of Ardleigh : Sir John being 
brought up to the law, was, at the reſtoration, made 5 
Recorder of Colcheſter. In the years 1639, 1669, 
and 1661, he was choſen one of the repreſentatives 
in parliament for this borough, and died in 1690, aged 
73. By bis lady Thamar, daughter and heir, of, Sam, 

Lewis, of Raydon in Suffolk, Eſq. he had iſſue, Sit 
John, bis eldeſt ſon and heir; Samuel, who died April 
16, 1677; Thomas, rector of Greenſtead and Great ; 
Holland; he died May g, 1692, aged 40; Jeremyi 
father of Gabriel Shawe, Eſq. of Thorp. The daugh= 
ters were, Thamar, Mary, mother of Joſeph' Thurſton, 
Eſq. late recorder; Abigail, Penelope, which died 
in 1699 Hannah and Elizabeth, who died July 16; 
1683, aged 19. Sir John Shawe, the younger, was 

born in 1648, he was called up to the degree of à Ser- 
jeant at Law in 167%, and knighted, and died January 
13, 1681: His ſon and heir, John Shaw, Eſq. married 
about 1677, Anne, daughter of Themas Broom; Eſq 
ferjeant atlaw, and had ifſue by her John Shaw, Eſq. ; 
Anne and Thomas: To his ſecond wife he took, in 
1708, Jane Leſſingham, widow. He died in April 
1708. d 


— 


Jen Shaw, laſt Serie died without iſſue about 
2715, whereupon the family eſtate being directed by a 
decree in chancery to be ſold, Jane Shaw, (former“ | 
hay A Leſlingham) | 


4144 


Igffingham) who. had ſurvived her huſband, purchaſed 
tbe houſe in this pariſh, and her executors ſold it ta 


YA Mrs. Elizabeth Corneliſen, widow, 9 it down, | 


which, by will. ſhe gave % her, neice, then the — | 

of Ralph Creffied, Eſq., and married ince to Charles 
Gray, Eſq. who. greatly improved the gardens, by 
adding thereto che Caſtle hills, &c. lance his "oh his 
Wow. fill reſides i in the ſame.” | 


An this pariſh alſo (in the houſe, Hide alderman Boys s) 5 
Wer) lived the learned Thomas Skinner, M. D. 
being then phyſician to General Monk; after ſome 
years refidence here; he remov ed to Lincoln, where 
he died; he was author of Matis Compoſiti, Etimologicon 
t Arglicer; The life of General Monks Se. | 


15 The church Bands on we ſouth fide iſ the High- 
| get, near the corner of Queen's: ſtreet; it conſiſts of 
a nave tiled, and a north iſle leaded, which extends 
the whole length both of the church and chancel. At 

the weſt end; there is a handſome tower, neatly. built 
Vith flints, in which are fiye bells. The ſouth wall 

the church is built in the Roman, that i is the herring · 
bone faſhion; there formerly were Prayers in this 
church Very day at eleven o'clock... _ 


| The patronage r this church belbre the reformation, 
was in St. Botolph's Priory ; upon the diſſolution of 
the ſame, the advowſon of this church was granted 
to Sir Thomas Audley, Lord Chancellor of England 
_ os letters patent, dated May 96, 15375. Sir, 


1 Thomas 


5 


* 208 ) 


Thomas FT WR lord chancellor of England, by tho 
king's letters patents, dated May 26, 1837: Sir Tho. 1 
mas gave it to his brother Thomas, ſettled at Bere. = 
church, in whoſe poſterity it continued, till the late 4 
Henry Audley, Eſq. ſold it to Dr. Compton, biſhop 
of London; and he ſettled it (with the rectory of 
Tendring) upon Balliol college, Oxon, of TROY m 
was a viſitor, 


k The pariſh of St. Botolph, and the e portion 
of tithes, whick the prior and convent uſed to receive 
in and about this town, are united and annexed to this 
rectory, (as will be known under St. Botolph's) which 
makes it a pretty good living. At the weſt end of the 
church there is a neat parſonage-houſe, with a garden 
nearly round the ſame. 


- 


"= _ James's. 


H E eighth and laſt pariſh, whoſe church' nem 

within the walls, is this of St. James; it is bounded 
on the weſt by All-Saints, and part of St. Botolph's ; 
on the ſouth, partly by St. Botolph's, St. Giles's, and 
St. Mary Magdalen's; on the. eaſt, by St. Leonard's, 
Greenſtead, and part of St. PORTS and on the 
north * Mile-end. | | 1 


Part of this pariſh lies withis FN manor of the cor- 
poration, of which feveral tenements and pieces of 
ground are * and N within the manor of Shawe”: "i 
. | U but 


_ 
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Hat free tenements, formerly belonging to St. Jobis 
| abbey, are held of the manor of Weſt Doniland, by 
wopy of court-roll, at the will of the lord. = 


65 In this pariſh, juſt 8 a. lived eee | 
Reynolds, Eſq. who was one of the repreſentatives for 
this borough in the laſt parliament of king Charles II. 
and in the firſt and ſecond parliament of king William 
and queen Mary; he died Auguſt 23, 1694. His heirs 
have fince parted with the houſe he lived in; but ſtill 
have eſtates i in this county, Feen, at Peldon. 


1 The: town. . food. api in, this pariſh, 
even before the year 1378; and there is a field which | 
to this day bears the name of the gallows field. 


The church of St. James is large, regular, ware 
' ably handſome; it conſiſts of a body, tiled, and two 


fide-iſles leaded,” which do not reach above half the 
wy of the chancel. Over the Aar! is an handſome 


. 


genious Mr. . a native of this town, whe havipg X 
a taſte for painting, went. to Italy, where, by cloſe ap- 
plication and. ſtudy, became a proficient in that art; : 

after ſome time ſpent in. that uſeful ſcience, he re- 
„ turned, to England, and ſometime after preſented 
the above painting, as a ſmall token of gratitude for 

favors he had received in his youth, and i is worthy of 
the public's curiofity. At the weſt end of the church 
ſtands a ſquare tower, in which there is only one bell, 
| beſides that on a turret at the top for the clock to ſtrike 
upon: both church and tower are built of Roman brick 
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and Rone ; but the chancel 1s in a more elegant-mans 
ner, with a mixture of poliſhed ſtones and flint. 


While the monaſteries ſubſiſted, this rectory con- 
tinued in the gift of the prior and convent of St. Bo- 
tolph; but upon the diſſolution of that houſe, king 
Henry VIII. granted this advowſon, amongſt others, 

in the year 1536 to Sir Thomas Audeley,* lord chan- 
cellor, who gave it to his brother Thomas Audeley of 
Bere- church, Eſq. In his family it continued till after 
the year 1700; it was purchaſed by biſhop Robinſon, 

and his widow, Mrs. Robinſon, ſold it to Samuel Hill, 
Efq. who exchanged it in 1724 with the crown, for 
the vicarage of Shernſton, in nn where Mas 
Hill had an eſtate, e 


| The rector had formerly a ane on the 
8 fouth fide of Eaſt-hill, juſt without Eaſt-gate, where 
lies a piece of glebe belonging to him, but it hath been 
down many years; he hath alſo a ſmall parcel of glebe, 
but the caſtle lands being exempted from tithes, on 
account of their paying them anciently to the chapel 
in the caſtle; by that means this living is but ſmall. © 


1 


ü 8 — — —+ 
St. . Botolph's. 
i pariſh i is bounded on the weſt by part of St, 
Nicholas's, of Holy Trinity, and St. Giles's; on 


the ſouth, by the ſame St. Giles's; on the north, by 
. of St. Nicholas's, All-Saints, St. James N Mile- 


HO ee e e 
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F N Mente great man ſo often 1 was once town=clerk of this boroughs 


(. 148 } a | | 
end, and Ardleigh ; and on the caſt, by part of St. 


Mary 1 s, St. Leonard, . and! St: 
| James' 8. 


In Eldilane, within this 3 alſo, i is the Anabap- 
tiſt's meeting-houſe, near which, in a place named the 
Red-houſe, formerly lived John Baſtwick, doctor of 
phyſic, who made ſo much noiſe in the laſt century. 
He was born at Writtle in this county, in the year 
1593, and entered into Emanuel college, Cambridge, 

May 19, 1694, where he continued but a little while, 
Leaving the univerſity without a degree, he travelled 
beyond fea for the ſpace of nine years, where he ſpent 
dis time between the ſchool and the camp; and was 

made door of phyſic at Pardau. Upon his return to 
England, he ſettled in this town, where he practiced 
pbyfic for awhile; but ſome books he publiſhed, diſ- 


agreeable to the court, brought him into abt great . 
noubles. 


The care of this church and pariſh, was in the canons- 
regular till their ſuppreſſion ; the inhabitants reſorting 
for divine ſervice to the church here, which was pa- 
. rochial as well as convential. Upon the diſſolution, 
is exemption from all ſecular and eccleſiaſtical juriſ- 
dition was aboliſhed; and king Edward VI. annexed 
it April 1, 1550 to the ſee of London for ever; which 

was confirmed by queen Mary I. March 2, 1555; and 

Sir Thomas Audeley, having obtained from king Hen. 

VIII. anno 1536, the priory of St. Botolph, and the 

whole ſite of the ſame, with the rectory and all its ap- 
purtenances; did, in | conſideration of certain cove. 


A nants 


tf 1499 ) 
nants and agreements made between him and the pa 
riſhioners of All-Saints, Colcheſter, grant, bargain, 
and ſell, to the rector of that church, and his ſucceſſors 
for ever, all and ſingular the tithes of hay, wood, corn, 
and of any other kind or nature ſoever, within the 
town of Colcheſter, or elſewhere; belonging to him 
by reaſon of the diſſolution or reſignation of the priory 
of St. Botolph aforeſaid; but this matter not being 
fully ſettled in his life time, he renewed that grant in 
bis will, dated April 19, 1544; and, after his deceaſe; 
Sir Edward North, and Sir Thomas Pope, knts, exe- 
eutors of the laſt will and teſtament of him the ſaid 
lord chancellor Audeley, jointly with Edmund Mar- 
ten, Thomas Gynlett, and Thomas Audeley, Eſq. | 
brother of the aforeſaid lord Audeley ; for the greater 
and more perfect accompliſhment, performance, and 
_ exattion of the covenants and grants above-mentioned; 
and alſo in conſideration of the ſum of forty- pounds 
ſterling, paid by Richard Awfilde and William Hut- 


ton, wardens of the church of All-Saints, to the ſaid 0 


Thomas lord Audeley, in his life time, in full purchaſe 
and bargain of the ſaid tithes; do give, grant, ſell and 
confirm to Robert Plumpton, rector of All-Saints, and 


his ſucceſſors for ever, all the tithes afore- mentioned, 


within the town of Colcheſter and elſewhere. This 
deed bears date May 14, 1544. . 


5 There was formerly a chantry in this church. 


In this pariſh was born Dr. Samuel Harſnet, arche 
biber of Vork, in 1 laſt _ He was the ſon 
a ot 


1 

15 

| 
: 


* 


wy 


wr William Harſnet, a baker, and born in St, Botolph's 
ſtreet, June 1 56 1; having acquired competent ſchool 
learning, he was ſent to Cambridge, and admitted in 
King's college, in 1576; from thence he removed to 
Pembroke-hall, of which he became ſcholar, and was 

ecletted fellow of the ſame in 1383. The year follow. 
ing, he took his maſter of arts degree. In 1586, he 


was choſen maſter of the free-ſchool in this town; 


which he kept more than a year and an half. In June, 
1597 he was inſtituted to the vicarage of Chigwell in 
Eſſex, which he reſigned. in 1605. In 1598 he was 
collated to the prebend of Mapeſbury in St. Paul's 
cathedral, and in 1602, to the archdeaconry of Effex. 
In 1604 he was admitted to the rectory of Shenfield 
in this county; be was alſo rector of St. Margaret's, 
New Fiſh-ſtreet, London. In 1605, upon the reſig- 
nation of biſhop Andrews, he was choſen maſter of 
Pembroke-hall, and ſerved the office of vice-chancel- 
lor the ſame year, as he did again in 1614. In the 


year 1606, he was inſtituted to the vicarage of Hutton, 


5 In 1609 he was elected biſhop of Chicheſter; in 1619 
he was tranſlated to Norwich; but being one of thoſe 


who were branded with the name of Arminians, he 


underwent ſome trouble from the puritan faction, and 
in May 1624 was accuſed by the Commons, of ſeveral - 
miſdemeanors. Upon the death of George Montaigne, 
archbiſhopof York, being tranſlated to that archbiſhop- 
- rick, he was elefted in 1628, and in the following year 


ſworn to the Privy Council. He died at Morton in 


the Marſh, in Glouceſterſhire in May 1631, and was 
| Huried 5 in Chigwelf church.” He had founded a free- 
| ſchool 


od 
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fh6o) at Obigwell before his deceaſes and by his will 
bequeathed, to the poor of. St. Botolph's, Colcheſter, | 
where he was born, zo: of Shenfield 161, of Styſtead 
20l, and to the town of Colcheſter all his nen — 
the uſe of the clergy of theſe parts. Biligd 
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St. Giles . 1 


HE E pariſh of St. Oles i is bende on hs nerd 
and weſt by St. Botolph's, and by part of Holy 
Trinity, of St. Mary's, and alſo of Stanway; on the 
ſouth, by part of Layer-de-la-Hay, Bere-church, and 
Eaſt Donilands and on the eaſt; by the laſt- mentioned 
n by the channel, and the Hythe. 


6. 


i Th ; / 


A hamlet in Aebi is called the Old-Hyche, bes 
danke wares and merchandizes OY 10 this town by 
rh uſed to be unloaded there. 0 ud 0 1 


A fwall part of this pariſh lyeth en the manor r of | 
the corporation, and among the reſt St. john: green, 
but the greateſt part is within the manor of Weſt Doni- 
land. The manor of Batteſwick, at the Old Hythe, 
Hes chiefly within this pariſh. In this pariſh alſo lay 
the rich and ſtately abbey, dedicated to St. John the 
baptiſt, but there is nothing of it er but the 
beautiful gateway, and'garden walls. EYE : 2 | 
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John Lucas, Eſq. having pyrchofen of Sir F aneh 
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* knight, the fe of this N converted, the 
remains 
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remains of it into a ſeat, and that hoble family have 
had their reſidence there for many years, and their 
names often occur in the records of the town, ſome of 
vhom ſerved the office of ſheriff of the county of E, 
ſex, bailiff, recorder, and town-clerk of thachowugh 
of Colcheſter. 


Sir Charles Lucas, youngeſt Fad of John lord 
Lucas, the laſt of that noble family, vas bred up to 
arms under the Prince of Orange, and was one of the 
| beſt commanders of horſe king Charles ever had; he 
fignalized bimſelf for the royal cauſe in ſeveral places, 
particularly in the defence of this town, againſt the 
lord Fairfax in 1648, as may be ſeen in the Siege 1 
- publiſhed... He died without _— 


The church of St. Giles Rands 1 near the a 
"<orner of St. John's garden, and behind the ſite of the | 
late abbey-church; it conſiſts of a body and a north 
iſle, built of a mixture of Roman brick and ſtone; the 
north wall is chiefly of flints, and neat; only t the chan- 
cel, and a very ſmall part of the church are uſed for | 
divine ſervice, the reſt lying in ruins. | In the room 

of the tower there is a boarded building,” which per 
tains one ſmall —_ 7. 55 


| The ſite of St. John's aha 5 dd of its PT 
By mbſncs lying in this pariſh, were exempted from pay= 
ing tithes; undoubtedly by an expreſs Pope's Bull; 
for that reaſon, this living was returned to the, govern- 
bre of queen Anne 's . to he worth but 30l. 
per 
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per annum ; but finice that; it hath been NG by 
the Rev. Mr. Francis Powell. 


Whilſt St. John! $ abbey ſubliſted, the abbot and 
monks were proprietors of the tithes and advowſon of 
St. Giles; and ſupplied their cure by their own mem-, 
bers, or ſuch as they appointed. At the fuppreſſion 
of the monaſtries, it paſſed for a donative, or perpetual 
. Curacy, of which no valuation was taken i in the king's | 
FF 
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Sts . Mary Magdalen „ mM 


'S to {ak viewed in a double light, as a diſtinet pa- | 

. riſh, and an hoſpital ; it is the. leaſt pariſh 1 in Col- 
cheſter, for it contains but few houſes; and about fifty 
it to very great e for, having been always inha- 
| bited by weavers, and the poorer ſort of people, many 
of them become extremely, nay. almoſt intolerably 
chargeable, ſo that in 1694, the inhabitants repreſented 
in a petition to the mayor.and commonalty, that their 
weekly diſburſements to the poor were 11. 38. 6d. and 
their extraordinaries often 11. or os. a week belides; 
and there were but ſeven perfons in the pariſh able to 
pay. They had then 58. a week out of Trinity pariſh; 
notwithſtanding which, they petitioned for relief; the 
landholders having for the quarter paſt, paid to the 
n be full valge: of their, rents. | 
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e not _ with-held their tithes, and the pen- 
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St. Mary Magdalen's hoſpital, deſigned at firſt for 


leprous and infirm people, was founded at the com- 
mand. of king Henry I. by Eudo and his ſteward, the 
fame munificent perſon that. was the founder of St. 
John's abbey; and dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen 4 
the original endowment of it was much the ſame as of 
the preſent, boſpital ; but it had, beſides, the tithes of 
St. John' s abbey, which were diſtributed to the poor 


here in a certain portion of bread, beer, and meat 


every day. 


1 . « we + 2 „ Av 


King Stephen gave them eighteen acres of land in 


perpetual alms, out of which they uſed to pay 3s. 5d. 


per year, towards the ferm of Colcheſter. King Hen. 
II. took them, and all their poſſeſſions into his pro- 
tektion, as thoſe who were of the alms of his grand- 
father, king Henry I. and confirmed to them 61. out 
of Brightlingſca manor, which that king had given 
them; enjoining, that none ſhould moleſt them, nor 
ut them upon pleas, except before the king in per- 
5 or his juſtices by his order. King Richard I. 


granted them a fair of two days | in the year, namely, 


on the vigil and feaſt-day of St. Mary Magdalen; he 
alſo took them, and all they had, into his proteſtion; 
ordering, that no brother ſhould be admitted into the 


| hoſpital, without the conſent and will of the ſaid lepers: 
all which privileges were amply confirmed by 14 


Henry III. 8 III. and Richard II. 
But in the time of king Edvard 1. abbot tame 


fion 
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fon of 6l. e but alſo having craftily. 
defired to ſee their charter, flung i it into the fire; took 
away their common ſeal, and compelled them to ſwear 
obedience to him, and turned ſuch as refuſed out of 
their dwellings; for redreſs whereof the poor brethren 
applied to parliament, and were reinſtated. The maſ- 
ter of this hoſpital was anciently named prior of the 
hoſpital of St. Mary Magdalen, pg, owed ſuit at the 
law-hundred courts, | 


Upon the general deſtruQion of the hofpitals i in king 
Ka the VIth's reign, this underwent the common 
fate; however, it doth not ſeem to have been imme» 
diately granted away, for, in the year 1558 it was held 
by Bonner, biſhop of London in free alms; after that, 
the lands belonging to it were ſquandered away, and 
ſome irrecoverably loſt; and the chapel of the hoſpi- 
tal was totally demoliſhed. Queen Elizabeth in the 
year 1565, granted the revenues lately belonging 
thereto, to Nicaſius Vetſweirt, her ſecretary for the 
French tongue, and one of the clerks of the ſignet; 
but king James I. in order to bring it again to its 
pious and charitable uſe, refounded it in 1610, under 
the title of, The College or Hoſpital of king James, 
within the ſuburbs of the town of Colcheſter; reſtor- 
| ing all the lands, revenues, poſſeſſions, &c. whatever 
ſettled at firſt upon it by the founder; ordaining, that 
it ſhould conſiſt of a maſter, and five poor perſons, 
ſingle, or unmarried; that the maſter ſhould have the 
are of ſouls of the pariſhioners of the pariſh of St. 
Muy Magdalen i in the town of CONES celebrate 

e divine 
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- Vivine ſervice there, faithfully preach the word of 
God, and duly adminiſter the ſacraments, either by 
himſelf, or by a ſufficient miniſter or curate, and pay 
each of the ſaid five poor perſons 528 a year at the 
four terms of the year, by equal portions; that they 
mould be placed in for life, and choſen by the maſter ; 
| that they ſhould be a body corporate, and have à com- 
mon ſeal. That the maſter, with the attorney and 
ſolicitor general's confent and concurrence, might 
make all proper laws and ordinances for the better 
regulation and management of this hoſpital, and the 
revenues of the ſame. Finally, the king granted and 
confirmed to them, all the liberties, franchiſes, im- 
 munities, exemptions, privileges, lands, tenements, 
| and hereditaments whatſoever, which any maſter and 
poor of this 2's had at any time enjoyed. The 
viſitor, 1s the lor chancellor, or lord keeper of the 
N ſeal, who puts in the maſter. 


The church of St. Mary Magdalen lands, on the 
north fide of Magdalen-green, and is a very fmall 
building, of one pace, tiled. The little chancel is 
modern, and built of brick. In the wooden turret at 
the weſt end, is one bell. The weſt end and turret 
| were damaged by lightning, 1 in the 9 1739 but have 

been fince repaired. 


th _—_ +. 
St. Leonard 8, alias the Hythe, 


"HIS Kees is named St. Leonard's from the. church 
which is dedicated to that ſaint ; and the Hythe, 
„ hs from 
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from he da ehe that lies within the pariſh; it 1 is but 
a ſmall pariſh, having on the weſt and ſouth, St. Mary 
Magdalen's, and part of St. James's, St. Botolph's, 
and St. Giles's; on the eaſt, Greenſtead ; and on the 
north, part of St. n and St. James's. We 


* 


This pariſh i is withia the manor of the corporation, 
which hath there ſome profitable pieces of waſte, leaſed 
out for coal-yards, lime-kilns, a ſaltcote, &c. that 
bring in a conſiderable yearly income to che mayor 
and commonalty. | 


What renders this pariſh moſt confidivabll! and 
brings thither a pretty good traffick, is the conveniency 
of water-carriage, for the channel that comes up to it 
opens into the German ſea, and the tide flows here 
from five to ſeven feet at a neap, and nine or ten feet 
at a ſpring tide; fo that a veſſel of an hundred tons, 
loaded, can come up with eaſe to the quay, and ſeve- 
ral veſſels of large burthens have been built here within 
theſe few years. This is what hath made Colcheſter 
| paſs for a port, and been honored as ſuch, though the 
town is in reality eight or nine miles diſtant from the 
neareſt ſea-ſhore. Its arms as a port, are a raven, and 
the chief magiſtrate was named Port-reve. 


a 4ve;% 
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The goods formerly brought to this town, were uns 
Es at the Old Hythe till about the, year 1250. 45 . 


The firſt act of parliament which paſſed for ck 
this river navigable, was November 8, 1623, the ſecon 

ö in n 1695. by this it ** chat the river and channel 
| were 


* 


„ 
were then fo filed, choaked, and ſtopped up between 
che Hythe-mill and Wivenhoe, and ſuch points of land 
in proceſs of time ſo grown up, that ſhips and other 
veſſels could not come up to the accuſtomed landing 
place, by which means the inhabitants of this town 
were put to great charges for the carriage of their goods 
between Wivenhoe and Colcheſter, which was not only 
74 peu to them, but to all other traders, and would | 
be yet more injurious to them, if ſome ſpeedy courſe 
or remedy were not taken for repairing, amending, 
and maintaining the ſaid channel and river, by clear- 
ing, cleanſing, deepning, and widening the ſame, and 
cutting croſs ſuch point and points of land as were ſo 
grown up as aforeſaid. In order therefore to defray 
the charge thereof, it was enacted, that from the iſt 
day of May, 1698, for, and during the term of twenty- 
one years thence next enſuing, all merchants, owners, 
or occupiers of any goods, wares, and merchandizes, 
brought into the ſaid river and channel; and landed 
at, or ſhipped from, Wivenhoe, or the New Hythe 
an Colcheſter, or between either of the ſaid places, 

mould pay the duties and ſums following For every 
baize, ſay, or perpetuane, jd. per piece; for every 
ton of timber, 6d. for every ton of chalk or lime, gd. 
for every ton of paving- ſtone, 6d. for every ton of all 
Gther kinds of ſtone, or of tobacco-pipe clay, aſhes, 
or pan<tiles ; and for every chaldron of fuller's-earth, 
or ſea-coals, 18. for every tun of oil, gs. for every 
tun of wines or brandies, 58. and for every ton of all 
other goods, wares and merchandizes, not before par- 
— tieulatly 
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ticularly expreſſed, as. and ſo after the ſame rate and 
as for every greater or leſſer quantities. 1 


'Y 


And i in order to make the ſaid channel and river 
more convenient, navigable, and paſſable for ſhips and 
veſſels from Wivenhoe up to the New Hythe, it 


further enafted, that ĩt ſhould and might | be lawful for 


the mayor and commonalty, their aſſigns and worl 
men, to cut all the land and ground, which the ſai 
: mayor and aldermen ſhould have aſſigned and laid opt 
for ſuch channel of the ſaid river, not exceeding one 
hundred feet in breadth; and to make new, or larger, 


all fuch cuts, trenches, or paſſages for water, in, upon, 


or through, ſuch land or ground, as they ſhould think 
fit or neceſſary for the better effecting and carrying o 
the ſaid undertaking; making ſatisfattion to the owne 


ers, N and proprietors of ſuch land and ground | 


; In 1719 another act was obtained, for enlarging the 
time granted, and for making it more. effectual, it was 


to laſt from May 1, 4719, to May 1, 1740, and ne 


duties thereby granted, were one moiety, or half part 
| of the duties granted by the former akt, as were in the 
faid former act mentioned, and no more. * 


7 
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11 likewife enated, that all ſhips and veſſels raking 


ballaſt in the river Colne, ſhould be obliged to take 
me ſame of ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhould be from 
ume appointed by the commiſſioners; which: 1 
— be got in the. channel, and not  elſerhere.” 0 
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And, that it might be lawful for the mayor and com- 
monalty, or their aſſigns, at any time during the con- 
tinuance of this att, to make and uſe a track-path, for 
dne or more horſe or bockes, from Wivenhoe to the 
5 at Colcheſter; on one fide of the river, and 
. from F ingringhoe to the faid Hythe on the other fide, 
as the mayor and commonalty ſhould think” neceſſary, 
firſt agreeing with the reſpettive proprietors of the 
land for the ſame. Al ſorts of corn or grain was de- 
clared exempt f from any channel duty whatſoever 3 im- 
poſed, by this act. he = | Hp 7 25 


off Homeitioe n a bach was erefied on he LI EIS 
Which was found of very great uſe and ſervice; but, 
decauſe it could not be ſupported, and the channel be 
Aept cleanſed and fit for navigation, unleſs ſome fur- 
ther provifion were made by parliament for the ſame; 
an att therefore was procured i in 1740, for further en- 
| larging the term granted by the two laſt as; after 
continuing and confirming them for ever, (except 
where altered by this act) it declared and enafted, 
hat the duty granted and to be raiſed and continued, 
by virtue of this att, ſhould be 3d. a chaldron and no 
more, for every chaldron of ſea- coal, and ſo after the 
rate for any greater or leſs quantity; which ſaid duty 
mall continue, and be in full force and effect, from 
he 1ſt. day of May, 1740, for and during the ſpacg 

and term of forty. years, and no longer; and no other 
duty except the arrears under the ſaid recited aQs, 
or either of them, ſhall be raiſed upon any other goods, 
yarn — or things whatſoever; and, to 
prevent 


5 


four of the council of the town, who covenanted Witn 
| Mi inhabitants to whom liberty Was * of build⸗ 


(en 


Pröbent damage being done to the lock or gates, it 
enjoined, that none ſhould open or ſhut the gates of 


che ſaid lock, but ſuch perſon of perſons only as ſhould 


be duly appointed by the commiſſioners, on pain of 
forfeiting to the mayor and commonalty any fam not 


exceeding ten pounds. e. 
B * / [2 3 : 4} fi: 4 


In 1780 another act was | obtained bor the kate pur- 
poſe as the former ones, with an additional claufe, 


which was for the removing all annoyances and ob- | 


ſtructions in the ſtreets and lanes of the town of Col-, 
cheſter, and for lighting the ſame; and that a ſum not 


exceeding ſixpence in the pound, be levied upon all 
houſes, tenements and hereditaments throughout the 


ſaid town, which monies are een 0 the Meas 


= of the- Oren pariſhes, 145 


There is 2 « cuſtom-houſe here; i in i which tor the 3 
ter ſecuring and managing of his majeſty s revenues, 


| are the following officers: a colleQor, a comptroller, 


a furveyor, two land waiters; ; one here and the other 
at Wivenhoe; a ſurveyor of che cuſtoms, and three 
riding officers; four coal-meters, and a corn-meter; 
there belongs alfo a CO to this PIN in 
which 1 18 00006 9 mene 2074.01 1 


*. account is given above of che Aye liage” 
and of the time when it was made; beſore that, there ; 
was only a foot- bridge, erected about the year 1406, | 
or 1407, by the conſent of the bailiffs and of twenty- 


TTY 


ing it, that it ſhould not be above eighteen inches wide, 
and never be | fit for hols 91 cart to go over; if it were 


was immediately. to be demoliſhed ; ; andi it v was 100 built, 
dot tp hinder the navigation up to Falt- bridge. 


There was anciently a water-mill here, convfting 
of two. corn-mills, and two fulling-ſtocks, which being 
found a hurt to the channel was taken down, 


- The Dukes of Norfolk had formerly eſtates and 
land i in this Pariſh, : 


1 The church of St. had is * well propor- 
tioned, and well built; it conſiſts of a nave tiled, as 
is alſo the chancel; and two iſles, which go the 
whole length both of the church and chancel, leaded; 
the roof of the church, and of the fide iſles, is of ex- 
quiſite ' workmanſhip ; ; the roof of the chancel i is Waine 
ſcotted, and on the boards are painted the patriarchs 
| of anceſtors of "Jeſus ( Chriſt, according te to his e 
in St. Mauhew and St. Luke. 


This rectory was in the gilt of St. Johay 8 alex au a 
the ſuppreſſion of that houſe, when it came to the 
crown. In 17502 biſhop Compton obtained it by. ways 
of exchange, as is related above under Holy Trinity: 
and in 1714 George earl of Northampton, and — 
kinſman the honorable Hatton Compton, Eſq.” con-" 
veyed it, among others, to  Pallio=college | in i Oxford, 


, where it fill continues. 
1 +42 2437 
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AVING thus kniſhed the account of the wid 
1 pariſhes that are properly within this | town, we 
come now to deſcribe thoſe four that are at ſome ſmalf 
diſtance from it, but within its liberties: they are Lex- 
den, St. Michael's Mile-end, Greenſtead, and Bere. 
church, or Weſt Doniland ; of thoſe: 


Lexden. 


is 1 the largeſt and moſt populous ; it tand 8 2 
mile weſt from the town, in the road to London; on 
che eaſt it is bounded by St. Mary's, part of Holy 
Trinity, of St. Peter's, and Mile-end; on the north 
by this latter, and part of Weſt Bergholt; and on the 
weſt and ſouth by Stanway, and part of St. Mary's. 
From whence the name is derived cannot eaſily be 
diſcovered. The learned William Baxter imaginedy 
it was fo called from LEG, that is the 14th legion 
quartered here; and a friend fancied, it took its de- 
| Homination from Lex, or Law, becauſe the hundred 
court uſed to be held there; but it is called Leſſendena 
in Doomſday-book; however it be, at the time of 
William the Conquerors ſurvey, Leſſenden was only 
a berewite, that is, a village or hamlet, in Stanway 
manor, as Layre alſo was. In Edward the Confeſſor's 
time, it contained within 4 hides, 6 villans, 10 bor- 
ders, 4 ſervants, 4 carucates held by the tenants, and 
was worth 2al: at the time of the ſurvey, it contained 
N . S8 villans, 


Wer 


8 5 4 


/ 


| 9 


41 169 


8 villans, 12 borders, 5 ſervants, 2 carucates in de- 


meſne, and g belonging to the tenants; maſt for 100 


hogs, 18 acres of meadows, 2 mills, and 16 ſocmen 
in 2 hides; and 36 acres; always 2 carucates and an 


balf, and was worth 33]. beſides gl. fine: When. it 


was ſeparated from the capital manor of Stanway, and 
made a * maner we cannot learn. 


Sir Thomas Lucas about the year 1612 purchaſed 0 


this manor and eſtate for his children. 


Thomas, he was b by king es I. and 


reſided ſometime here; but during the civil wars, he 
Was fequeſtred for delinqueney; he matried Mary, 
daughter of Sir John Byron, knt. and had iſſue by 
er, Charles, Thomas, and Robert; Sir Thomas died, 
_ was fuccceded 1 in the manor by bis eldeſt fon. 


1 


15 . who. became bank Ns ke upon the death 
| of John lord Lucas, in 1671, according to the limita- 
tion; having no ſeat, he converted a meſſuage in this 
pariſh, called the Tenter-houſe ,and Lady-yard, into 
a convenient, though not a handſome habitation, and 
built brick walls round the gardens, His lordſhip 
married Penelope, youngeſt daughter of Francjs Leke, 
earl of Scarſdale, by whom he had iſſue —— and 
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Penelope, which latter on the 17th of July, vin Was 


married to Iſaac Selfe of Benacre, in Wiltſhire, Eſq. 


and died February 10, 1701, aged thirty-eight, after 


| Having had ſeven children, was buried in this church. 


_ 
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by 165 4 
| far: father. Chades; lord LG died. in-the., yeal 


4688, without iſſue male; upon which, bis title camg 
to his brother Robert, who having been bred up to 
arms, was made lieutenant of the tower of London, 

upon king James's abdication; being eſteemed a man 
of honor, and a lover of his country, and died without 
iſſue January 31, 1704-g. He never was poffeſſed of 
this manor, for, Penelope, lady Lucas relic of Chagles 
lord Lucas, who had an eſtate in it for life, enjoyed 
© till her deceaſe. Ah 


4 $I f4 31 Wo T: of ( ws 

A moiety of this manor 4 bein ſettled upon her daughs 
ter Mrs. Selfe, and her heirs for ever; the manor And 
eſtate were ſold ſoon after Mrs. Selfe's death, and pur 


chaſed towards the end of the Ar 1701 by 2 "46 
171 47 


Ss n e of Lankan Eſq. whe ded 


| = died February 17, 1720, was buried in the family. 
vault at St. Lawrence Jewry, London. By his firſt 


wife, Sarah, daughter of Thomas Papillon of Acris in 
Kent, Eſq. he had iflue; 1, Jane, married to the Rev. 
Edward Arrowſmith, M. A. rector of St. Olave Hart- 
ſtreet, London. 2, Sarah, wife of the Rev. Thomas 


Bullock, D. D. dean of Norwich. 3, Elizabeth, wife | 


of the Rev. James Kelner, M. A. one of his majeſty's 
chaplains in ordinary, rector of Lexden, and vicar of 


Tolleſhunt Darcy. 4, Suſannah, widow and relict of 


John Eldred of Oliver's in Stanway, Eſq. 5, Heſter,” 
married to the Rev. William Bree, M. A. rector of 
Mark's-Tey, and Tendring in this county. 6, Jerom. 

who married Anna Maria, daughter of William Tur- 
| ner 
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t as 


er of: Canterbury, Eſq. but died » withoud chnaren : 
And 7, Thomas, | | 


"Mrs. Sarah Rawſtorn Pl nals ry 1 an 
eftate in this manor for life, enjoyed it till her deceaſe, 
which happened January 13, e upon which it 
deſcended to her ſon ba 


Thomas Rawſtorn, Eſq. who ed Anne, Aas ; 
of John Fowler, Eſq. one of the commiſſioners of 


| the navy, by whom he had iſſue two daughters, Anne, 


and Sarah, of which laſt child ſhe. died in childbed, 
November 28, 1746. A few years after he married 
the daughter of the Rev. Mr. Lifle, but had no ifſue ; 


| he died about the year 1756; his daughter Sarah died 


in 1761 ; and Mrs. Rawftorn about the year 1780; his 
having no iflue male, his eſtate and manor is now in 
the poſſeſſion of his only ſurviving W | 


. Miſs Anne Rawftorn. & 


* 


"Lexden-lodge i is the manor-houſe. | 


The lord of this manor did anciently owe fuit 0 | 
| Ghote at the law-hundred court of this town, and was 
- anerced when he did not perform that ſervice. 10 


cinen tan are ſo altered from what they origi- 
vally were, when Lexden was only a berewite to Stan- 
way manor; that the lord of Stanwaychall manor doth. 
at preſent, owe to this, fine, ſuit of court, and a pair 
of gilt Wan or a yearly rent of 6d. 


1 * 
23 1 


Belonging 


6 «67 5 


» Belonging to the lord of this manor there was an. 
giently a very fine park in this pariſh, the greateſt part 
of which lay on the north fide of the riyer, oppoſits 
to the Shepen ; how far it extended towards the 78 
or Bergholt road, appears from hence, that the f 
acres of land in Lexden, belonging to the free; ſch 

in this town, were adjoining 1 to the park peles. 


There f is another manor in this pariſh, called Mot's, 
From a family of that name; it appears to have deen 
about a hundred years in the Sayer's family, but i it 1 
hardly known to be a Manor at preſent. | . ae 


The abbey. of Waltham Holy-crofs had fon land 
iy this, pariſh, near Sheet-ftreet, on account of which, 
the abbot was obliged to repair part of New-bridges 
after the diſſolution of the monaſtries, * cums 
the. Sayer family, by grant or purchefe -. (79 


0 
There was alſo fome lands in this pariſh belonging 
to Heynes' and Barwick's chanti ies, which were Pure. 
chaſed by the bailiffs and commonatty at the ſuppreſſion, 
and fold them foon after to Thomas Rich of this pariſh. 
Some of thoſe lands are copyhold, and known by the 
name of Lower Butler 8. containing twelve Acres, GE 


- On the fouth fide of the London road, juſt at the, 


top of Lexden-hill, and almoſt oppoſite to Horſee or | 


Stone-crouch-lane, anciently ſtood a famous croſs, built 
of brick or ſtone, part of the pedeſtal, of which has been 0 
ſeen within the Emory of man. 


, | | | . | k 8 
© mM : f 168 7 

Another, named Lamb's-croſs in this paridh; #4 
en the Aldham road, at the four ba of which ane 


leads down to ICE: * 4a rb 1. 
reren 1 66 


Fedder graf. f ſtood on 5 Yah, at FRE te ning 
| ading to Golbeck” . | Ws ; Fl . i 5 8 


0 On Lenden- heath, partly i in "this pariſh, and Nut 
in that of Stanway, there were very conſiderable works 
and entrenchments, which evidently appears to be re- 
mains of the Casrr a, CASTE LEA, and PRRSIDIA 
mentioned by Tacitus, that were placed about the an- 
cient CoLonia CamvLopuNuM. From Lexden- 
heath they extend eaſt, a good way towards Colcheſter, 
what is called Hollow-lane, adjoining to the commons. 
being part of them; and-thenee they keep to the Lon. 
dn road, and have ſome parts correſponding on the 
north fide of the river; they croſs again the ſame Lon- 
don road At, the extremity | of the heath, on the weſt, 
and thence procecd northerly to the place called king, 
Coel's Kitchey, which Was part of them; they ſeem, 
® have been continued from thence towards the river, 
but th the culture of the land hath b almoſt defaced them 


in many Places, PIT bed woe 33, locks 


wa 


In the, year 1722, they were « furvewiils and meaſured” 
= wo the Rey. Mr. Thomas Lufkin, and Payler Smith, 

Eſq. By: a preambulation taken of the liberties of this. 
town in 1 663, it appears, that theſe entrenchments 
vent then under che name of Grynes-ditch. 
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EVE church ſtands on the ſouth ſide of London 
tional about the middle of the village; it is of one pace, 
as is alſo the chancel, and both are tiled; but on the 
north ſide of the church, there is a little iſle or chapel, 
on.the top of which ſtands a clock; at the weſt end is 
a ſpire ſhingled, containing one bell. This church is 
a reQtory, and hath been always appendant to the 
manor, though ſeveral preſentations have been made 
by other perſons than the lords, as may be ano in 
| Mr. Newcourt. 
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LAIs the next place to Lexden, as being the 
moſt conſiderable of the three pariſhes within the 
liberties of Colcheſter, that remain to be taken into 
conſideration. The ground of the name, is the ſame 
as of Mile-end in Stepney pariſh; in ſome ancient re- 
cords it is written Miland, and la Mylande, but feet 
60 be owing to the i Ignorance of the times. 


on the weſt, this pariſh is bounded by Lenden: on 
the north, by Great Horkſley, Boxſtead and Langham; 
on the eaſt, by part of Ardleigh, of St. Botolph's, St. 
James's, and Greenſtead; and on the ſouth, by part 
of St. Botolph's, St. James's, All-Saints, St. Wem 
St. Martin' 6„ and St. Peter's. 


It is of large extent, eſpecially from north-eaſt to 
-fouth-weſt, and contains a great quantity of ground. 
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which is known by the name of Mile-end-heath, and 


„The moſt Lonfiderable eſtate in this poi is the 


the Severals; 'but anciently was called Kingſwood and 


_ Kingſwood-heath, becauſe it anciently belonged to the 


king; a great part of it was à wood, but is now con- 
verted into arable land, which is properly the Severals; 
that 7” 3 und not common > 44 „ and the 


It 1 was ita var _ the —_ bored, * of the 
king s demeſnes,; and was granted to the burgelles of 
Colcheſter, either by king Henry I. or king Stephen, 
ſor a rent or fee- farm of 408. a year; but about the 
year 1168, it came into the hands of king Henry II. 


after that, it was for ſome time granted to the keeper : 
of Colcheſter. caſtle. Thus it continued in the crown 


till, March. 4, 1584-5, when king Henry VIII. granted 


"again; ig the bailiffs and cormanalty of. the. town 


of Colcheſter, for the ſum of 100l. paid into the 


Hanaper, with all and every the appurtenances, pro- 
fits and advantages whatever, with liberty to cut down, 


and carry away all manner of trees, wood, and under- 
wood, whenever they pleaſe, on paying the yearly rent 
of id. into the Exchequer, with power and hberty/ts 
divide, incloſe; and hold them as their own prope? 


and, and part of the liberty of the town of Colcheſter, 
without impeachment or moleſtation from the king, 


his heirs or ſucceſſors. This grant was confirmed "7 
al of parliament. 1 I; 8 


J 


About the year 1676, queen mann ee eas 


ters to the 3 of chis town, requeſting, but in 


effeg 


( 9744 


vffeR commanding them; to leaſe. Kingſwood-heath to 
Bir Thomas Henneage, Which they accordingly did 
for ſixty years; they have fince been leaſed to Tho- 


mas Lucas, gent. Daniel de Foe, they were afterwards 


aſſigned to Walter Bernard, Eſq. alderman. of London, 
afterwards to his brother, the Rev. John Bernard, of 
Moreton in this county; this leaſe expires Avigith 6, 
1821, when' it agairi comes into the hands of the mayor 
and commonalty. This eſtate confiſts of near 800 
acres of rich palin aud arable lands, divided inte 
different farins, and let at the yearly rent of g 10l. and 
Uptrards; alſo a right of the ſoil and commonage' on 
upwards of 200 atre# of land; like wife k mortgage 
2600l. and upwards, on ſeveral other eſtates belong- 
ing to the corporation ee We an pines 
1 four per cent. BET ABU, vides Yo 155190 Tin al 


As it is the wiſh'of the Wide ör this ork io inſert 
whatever is probable of giving ſatisfaction to a generous 
public, he he here intends inſerting the particulars of thoſe 
premiſes, called the Severals; by? which means the free 
burgeſſes of this borough will be enabled to know their 
yo $T5 KR 1, . 85 n nn are Wy nen ON 
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Copy [ of tb Partictilars ob ü the Prethiſee, 
held by the ſeveral Tenants, in 1 76 7. 


Ken D 

F A RM, ccabting of a e a e 

A. barn, ſtable, and other, convenient outhquſes, all 
in good repair, and ſeveral pieces or parcels of paſture, 
Ae! | 2 2 a rable 


Nei 3; ' F341 


arable and hd; now let on deaſe ſor a tefm af 
— years to come from Michaelmas 1766, at 


the yearly rent of 39l. 10s. for the firſt four years, and 


for tlie remaining ſeventeen dee at wah nnn 
e eee e een bent 


20 7 


5 N B. The tenant is is to maintain, 5 and leave 
_ the premiſes in good repair, (accidents by extraordi- 
naxy winds and fire excepted) and the hedges, ditches, 
fences, gates, tiles, barns, pales, poſts and rails in good 
repair; (being allowed rough timber for ſuch gates, 
&c.) to fetch materials gratis; and, if required, to _ 
a petition to parliament for inglofing the heath. 


A farm, confiſting of a meſſuage, Barn, ſtable, brick 


Kun, and other outhouſes in good repair, together with 
ſeveral parcels of arable and paſture land; let on leaſe 
for twenty-one years, from Miehaelmas 1767, at the 


yearly rent of 44l.— Tenant Chapman Jacobs. 


The tenant to keep every t thing at his own coft and 
Charges; and, if e to fign a petition as above. | 


12 . 4 C35 5 4 ; 188 8 Hage 


A farm, conſiſting of a Mn. two barns, tables, 


and other convenient outhouſes, and paſture and other | 


lands; let on leafe for twenty-one years, from Mi- 
| chaelmas 1747, At the yearly rent of fee peng 
Richard Holden. . 


1 1 5 


— 


The tenant to amend, maintain and keep all the 
hedges, ditches and fences at his own expence; to find 
| Aire for ay, and t to Wen all materiale all. 


% 


02 24d 3 Sg 19 7 . 3 * 1156 4 11 
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; A farm, 


( 473 ) 
A farm, conſiſting of a meſſuage; barn, ſtable, carts 


lodge and granary; with other outhouſes in good repain 


and arable land; the ſaid premiſes are in the oegupa⸗- 
tion of James Tiffin, who took the remainder of a term 
of ſixteen years, from Michaelmas 1753, granted} to 


| Wincole, afterwards aſſigned to May, but not yer "if! 
1 to > the ſaid | James Tiffin, at the yearly rent of 


TIFF 15 Fo , 
561. * g r | 
W $4 : Is: 15 +4, [ | 1 15119 13 


A farm, confiſting of! a meſſuage, a a very large barn, 
ſtables and outhouſes in good repair, with ſeveral p par- 
cels of arable and paſture lands; let on an agreement 


for a new leaſe of twenty-one years, from Michaelmas 


1 1. at che yearly rent tof 1050. —Tenant John! Moore. 1 


* 


The tenant to maintain and keep: al the thatobitig 


a in good repair, and alſo the gates, &. 


being allowed rough timber; to fetch materials for re- 
pairs gratis, and to ge; a petition and inclofing the 
heath, if required. Mains, EGS 


WE farm, conſiſting ot 4 meſſage, a cottage, two 
barns, ftables and outhouſes in good repair, and arable 
and paſture lands; let on leaſe for a term of twenty 
one years from Michaelmas 1766, at the rent of 581. 
108. for the firſt four years, and for the remaining 


ſeventeen years at Jol. 45,—Tenant John Beeky- . 


The tenant to keep and leave all the thatching i in 
good and tenantable repair, and maintain and keep all 
the premiſes, and the gates, pumps, &c. in good repair, 
being aoyed rough timber at the ſtubb, laths, tiles, 


bricks, 


(mm) 


_ bricks, lime and * to fetch all materials Skit ; 
and, if n Ow 2 ebony for lobe the 
heath. 1 at 216 20 TG bis! 0) 6956! denn bug 


"ONE ; ' 4 ; Es 
STS H dA} MITES I" #503 lid Av 179 8 N31) 1 O440043 


©: A. good WS houſe and A Fottage, with 2 a barn, 
able and qutboufes in good repair; and al 0 wes 


291 0911 SY 


| and paſture lands; 6 let on Jegſg. r twenty-one 5575. 
from Michaelmas 1761, at the yearly rent of 550 Tr. 
Tenant John Parker. 

N60 22161 9197.6 geilem g 10 nnifi tn). £016) 


a Abe e tenant to Haintain, Keep. and,, leave, all Ae 
hedges, ditches, mounds, 1 90 ates, ſules,. 1 pales, 
poſs and. rails in 890d and ntable repair, being 

allowed rougb timber ** 15 5. . to, keep the 
Gow: park and floor in the ſame god repair; td do 
anche chatehing and daubing at his qm expence; and 
likewiſezs if neee ſign a patition to Farliament | 
For meldfingicm 1915! ©, ideas dave bawotls vol 


91 gnaolont 108 going s agit.o3 bag n 21 


A parcel of arable land, let at the A rent o of 10 


»— Tenant John e 
GC) 1926 103 8 AOL 75 +, n $4 5? OR 


81 The tenant to maintain, keep, gone: che edges | 
ditches, mounds, fences, gates and ſtiles 1 in good and 2 
tenantable repair, and, if required, gn, a eh be⸗ 

fore mentioned.,1 . 


£3 #43 *J 


iy + 


. parcel bf arable whe let upon leaſe fob With: 
one years, from Michaelmas 1767, under the ſame co- 


[| yenants as, the others, fk 5 rent of 20] TR 


e e e e od 
3 8 177 0 "$43 3; 2 1 \ t 13 180. | Ameſnge 


8 
1211 


. -Q «75 } 
A meſſuage called, and known by the name of" che 
Spread Eagle, with exceeding good ſtables, and about 


half an acre! of garden ground, let at the d rent 
of 3 0. 5.—Tegant John, Kendall, 


f3 71 Fer: . i# 


be A meltuage with about an acre & land; and a hovel 
thereupon, (tenant to] ay the land- tax) at the rent of 
gl. a year: Held by the pariſhioners of Mite-end. 


A meſſuage with a piece or parcel of nd: alſo ti two 
pieces or parcels of land late in the occupation of Jo. 
Johnſon, at the rent of al. a year. Tenant Mary 
Edwards. 


. 2 13 7 1 
14 4 n 


; 1 indmil, And 4 piece of land incloſed from "_ 
__— let at 1 38. 4d. a year, to Robert Lay. 9 


0 undſusze and croft of Ind Aeldted Ee We 
IR let at 64, fe. A, FEAT, to William. Smythies. 


| * © piece off land incloſed from the WERE; (late 
Goodall's) at 58. a year, to William Posford. 


„„ 


A tottage; and a ſmall piece of land incloſed from 


the waſte, at 135 4d. to William Gibbon. 


5090 * Wwe 1 De O's +7 _ £1 9 
- 5 3 a piece ku land likewiſe indafed, (late 
| Hog) * e yen Hexes. wle Ps 


5 wood. or grove, containing by admeaſuremem 
weve" acres, the underwood now about eight years 
growth, and in which there is TAGS, leveral timber 
trees; ; ; at e in Wa, | 


4 * - E 
" 7 „ R IE. #44 $ 4 
F _ * 
g ; 
: , . 
L 1 f N 
i f 5 he , 
1 1 
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7 The annuatourgoings from which are as follows, viz. 


wy the for the whole eſtate, during the 


life of the preſent rector of Mile-end, 
who is upwards of 70 years of age; and 
at his deceaſe to fink into the eſtate; all 
the tenants (John Parker excepted) 
having covenanted to pay the ſame 
themſelves --- 


7 «4 . 
13 481 10 135 


8 98 N | par 
* det irage For the whole eſtate, com- 1 80 O 0 


munibus annis-——— -- 


8 > &. $ 
4 Ne 


b Land-tax at 3s. in the pound for the 
whole eſtate, ; (the Spread Eagle: and 
John Parker's houſe, excepted), = = - 


2 iLand-tax for Parker's -— = == = Q 418 0 


Reſerved rent to the corporation of ; | 
220l. for which land-tax is always te be 102 0. © 


3 
I . 
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\ Befides this how of Kingſwood nod Kingſwood. 


heath, there is within this pariſh, the manor of Mile. 


end and- Abbot's-hall, ſo called becauſe it formerly 
belonged to the abbot and monks of St. Oſyth In this 


county; and for which they owed ſuit at the law-hun- 
dred courts of this town. Upon the ſurrender of their 
houſe July 28, 1539, king Henry granted the ſame 


year this manor, with Mile-end-hall, to Thomas Crom- 


- N * 
— * > 
* . : 4 > 
- <2 St % " * « 7 we 
* 
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vell, afterwards earl of Eſſex they reverted to the 
grown upon his attainder, which happened the year 
following; king Henry, by gift, or otherwiſe, paſſed 
them to Vere earl of Oxford, but did not remain long 
in that family; they have ſince paſſed ſeveral others, 
and have been for near fifty years ſince, and are now 
in the poſſeſſion of lord Hardwick, in : whoſe gift the 


rectory of this church 1 is in. ; 


. church is of one pace with the chance and 
very ſmall ; at the weft end there is a little wooden 
Turret, containing one bell. 


Greenſtead. 


HIS is the third of the aut pariſhes, within the 
liberties of Colcheſter; on the weſt it is bounded 

by part of St. Botolph's, St. James's,” the Hythe, and 
St. Giles's; on the fouth, partly by Wivenhoe and 
Elmſtead; on the eaſt, by part of this latter, and ef 
Ardleigh; and on the north, * as of St. Botolph's 
and St. _—_ 8s. 


| The name of it ſeems to be derived from che nature 
of the place, namely, a green paſture, or uncultiva- 
ted place. DE > 5191 


0 n or at Jealbiltree parts of it, were in the 
hands of Eudo Dapifer; it has, ſince paſſed through. 
ſeveral families, and is now in the * family. 


D : Fi '& 2 | : '*Fhis 
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| 80 This REY is of one pace with the chancel; and 


both are tiled; at the weſt end ſtands a ſquare tower 
* brick, een one bell. | 


in 9 — . 27 —— 7 
| Bere-church, or Weſt Doniland, 


T the Ja of the four out pariſhes; its name Bzxz. 
church, - denotes a church in the corn-fields; and 
it is called Wzst Doniland, on account of its ſituation 


with regard to Eaſt Doniland; it hath on the ſouth, 
Abberton, and Layer-de-la-Hay; on the weſt, Stan- 


way; on the north, St. Giles's and part of St. Bo- 


| tolph's; and on che eaſt, 1255 'or Sa. Giles's and Eaſt 
ten | 


* This pariſh i is within the die} Weſt Doniland, 
and Monk-wick v was always an appendage to this manor. 


| 4 5 In 1 543 chis manor belonged to John Dudley, vit. 


count Liſle, and earl of Warwick, afterwards the great 


duke of Northumberland, who gave it in the Jobſon 
family, who lie buried in St. Giles's church. 


Bere-church-bhall is another manor in this alath it 
vas part of the demeſnes of St. John's abbey, but the 


monks of that houſe alienated it to Sir Thomas Aude 


ley, lord chancellor of England, with the manor of 


Goſbeck in Stanway; and it now belongs to Sir Rob. 


Smyth, bart, one of the aldermen and repreſentatives 


1 .of the borough of Colcheſter. - Þ/is lint longs? 


a Eo = th 8 Account 


Account of aiffolved Monaſteries, and 
wp , Uiflolyed Chapels, 3 


St. John's „„ 


| "ans noble and ſtately monaſtery was founded by 
Eudo Dapifer, Steward to William the Con- 
queror; he was a perſon of great eminence in his time. 
His father, Hubert de Rie, was a ſervant and favorite- 
of that prince, who ſent him embaſſador in England, 
with a grand retinue to Edward the Confeſſor, then 
' lying on his death bed; and he managed with fo much 
dexterity, that Edward appointed William to ſucceed” 
him in the Engliſh throne, for which good ſervice, 
Hubert had the promiſe of the office of ſteward of 
William's houſhold, as ſoon as he ſhould be poſſeſſedl 
of the crown ; but after his conqueſt, being apprehen- 
five of ſome commotions in Normandy, he ſent back 
Hither Hubert, with his three eldeſt ſons, to keep all 
things quiet there, being perſons in whom he could 
thoroughly confide. Eudo, the fourth ſon, remained 
in'England, in king William's ſervice, who gave him 
very large poſſeſſions; he was very inſtrumental in 
raiſing William 11. to the throne; for, waiting upon 
the Conqueror in Normandy, when he lay on his death 
bed, he adviſed the young prince, not to neglet ſo 
fair an opportunity; whereupon they two paſſed into 
E and n the Altos of the royal trea- 


LY red ſury, 


(( 180 ] 
fary, then at Wincheſter, to deliver the keys of it to 


; them. * Next Endo poſted t to Dover, Poveney, Haſt- 


ings, : and other caſtles along the fea-coaſt; and made 
the keepers of them ſwear not to deliver them up to - 
any one but whom he fhould appoint; pretending, that 


the king deſigned to make a conſiderable ſtay in Nor- 


mandy, and would have good affurance of the ſafety 


of his caſtles, from himſelf, his ſteward. Having ſew 


cured theſe important points, he diſcovers the king's 
death; and thus was William Rufus, by his means and 
contrivance, quietly placed on the Engliſh throne; for 


which important ſervice, he became a great favorite of 


that kit ng; and very conſiderable throughout the nation. 
And therefore: the ancient and conſiderable town of. 
Colcheſter having ſuffered great oppreſſions under the, 
late troubleſome. and arbitrary reign of William the 
Conqueror, defired to have Eudo for their governor, 
and to put themſelves under his protection. As ſoon 


as all things were ſettled, he came down thither, and 85 


making a proper enquiry into grievances, eaſed the 
oppreſſed, reſtrained the inſolent, and at firſt pleaſed 


all. Finding, that the lands of the condemned and 


outlawed lay uncultivated; and, notwithſtanding, the 
taxes impoſed upon the town were exacted with rigour, 
which was a great burden, he obtained a grant of theſe 
lands, and cauſed them to be cultivated, as before, by. 
which means the inhabitants were much eaſed, This 
agreeable town he made the place of his reſidence; 
and, as is ſuppoſed; built the caſtle, moot-hall, and 


* the ancient houſe oppoſi te to it, (newly rebuilt) on 


which | is the date 907 He reſolved alſo to provide 
2 | for 


(1d. F 


for the wealth of his ſoul, according to che fuperſtiti⸗ 
ous notion of thoſe times, namely, by founding a mon- 


aſtery: for that purpoſe, he pitched upon a pleaſant 


eminence on the ſouth fide of the town, were one Siric, 
a prieſt, had a little dwelling, near which ſtood a wooden 
church, dedicated to St. John the evangeliſt, famed for. 
miracles; for, in dark nights, heavenly lights were of- 
ten ſeen there, (as is pretended) and voices praiſing; 
God heard, when no one was within. It alſo happen 


ed, that a-certain man, who by the king's command 
was kept in irons, and maintained by the citizens, be- 


ing there preſent among many others on the feaſt, of, 
St. John, whilſt maſs was ſaying, the bolt of his fetters 
flew off as far as the fourth or fifth perſon that ſtood; 
by, and the fetters breaking with a noiſe, the man was 
left looſe. Upon this report, and in conſideration of 
the pleaſantneſs of the place, Eudo reſolyed to build 
a monaſtery there: he communicated his deſign to 


Maurice biſhop of London, who applauded it, and 


promiſed his aſſiſtance. Accordingly, on the 29th of 


Auguſt, 1096, the ground was marked out, in the bi- 


ſhop's preſence, and the workmen were ſet to level and 
prepare the place; the year following, after Eaſter, | 
Eudo himſelf laid the firſt tone. Whilſt the building 
was going on, the founder defired his friend and ac- 


quaintance, Gundulf biſhop of Rocheſter, a man fa- 


mous for his piety, to ſend him ſome monks, to live 


according to their regular inſtitution in his new mon- 


aſtery. Two at firſt were ſent, and Endo allowed each 
of them a ſtipend; but they being too dainty, found 


fault wich their keeping, and returned home. In their | 


| 5 1 | | place 


OSD Eee re — — 


( 0 3 23 
place two "others were ſent; one of whom named Re- ; 
' Gulf, was a pious and induſtrious man: he often preſ- 
ſed Eudo to ſettle revenues upon his foundation; al- 
ledging, that it was unfit for monks to live like pre- 
bendaries, and to depend upon laymen for their main- 
tenance : Eudo was not then well able to comply with 


his demand, as being in diſgrace with king Henry . . 


for having too warmly eſpouſed his elder brother Rob. 
| Comthoſe. | However, being perpetually teized by 
the two monks, he ſettled certain revenues upon them; 

but the lands lying at too great a diſtance, and the” 


profits not anſwering the charge of collecting, the two 


monks quitted again the place aſter'a great deal of 
Jjangling and uneaſineſs on both ſides; fo that Eudo 


began to repent, and to wiſh he had never thought of 
his monaſtery. But meeting with Stephen, abbot of 


Tork, a notable and worthy man, he committed to . 


Wage care of che NN ee e 


Stephen goes back to 3 nd 3 out of his 
own monaſtery ſuch monks as he thought fitteſt, and 
in number twelve, according to the number of the a- 


poſtles, beſides one to govern them under the name of 


Provoſt or Prior, and to be in proceſs of time ordained 
abbot; he ſent them to Colcheſter. Theſe chirteen 


perſons were joyfully received by Eudo, and after 


their arrival, the building began to be carried on with 
more vigour than uſual, under the direction of Wil- 


| liam, a prieſt, nephew. to Eudo, who ſpared neither 
care nor money. In the mean time, the monks lived 
according to the iriftneſs 0 their order, ſerving God 


8 | 98 N regularly 
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regularly in the church, exerciſing hoſpitality, &c. ſo 
' that their good example prevailing, many of the neigh» 
bours took the habit of religion, A few years after, 
Hugh, one of the thirteen, was choſen abbot, being a 
man of ſingular piety, but not of ſo much worldly ſa- 
gacity; he was conſecrated by Maurice biſhop of Lone 
don, about the year 1104. The offices and the habi- 
tations of the monks, being on the north ſide of the 
church towards the town, and bn that account too 
public and noiſy, the abbot reſolyed to remove them 
on the ſouth ſide, and accordingly did. For that pure 
poſe, the little rifing, or hill, which ſtood before the 
church was taken down and brought behind it, to level 
the church-yard. Some people claiming part of the 
ſoil on which the church was erected, Eudo fully fa- 
tisfied their demand. It was conſecrated the 10th of 
January, in a very ſolemn manner; at which time it 
was plentifully endowed by the munificent founder, 
and other devout perſons, as we ſhall ſhew by and by. 
Their grants were offered upon the altar. The monks 
who came from York, were then either returned home 
or dead, except three, namely, the aforeſaid abbot 
Hugh, and one Walter, and Oſmund fenior ; yet the 
number of monks was increaſed to above twenty, all 
admitted into the order there, and devoutly ſerving 
God. But Hugh the abbot, having ſome diſputes with 
Eudo, and fearing leſt the abbey ſhould ſuffer on that 
account, he reſigned bis dignity i into the me hands, 
and went back to York. 


. 8 185 U 
A ber Bude, when he found bis end n þ. 
He bequeathed, (with king Henry's conſent, and in his 
Þrefence) to his new-monaſtery the manor of Bright- 
Aingſea, and a hundred pounds in money; likewiſe his 
pold ring with a topaz; a ſtanding cup with cover a- 
3 Yorned with plates of gold; together with his horſe and 
mule. Hedied-attthe'caſtle-of Preaux in Normandy, 
Aud according to his defire was brought to England, 
1 and buried in His nas 7 St. John” „ euere 
24385, 1120. 8 8 


3 | His meſa Was Robaiſe, 3 of Richard, fon of 

' | 6] Gilbert earl, of Eu, by Rohaiſe his wife faſter to © 
|—_ ger Giffard earl of Buckingham: they had only one 
| daughter, Margaret, which was married to William 
=_ de Mandeville; and their ſon and heir, Geoffrey de 
—_ : Mandeville, was ſteward of Normandy, and advanced 

1 by Ling Stephen to the title of earl of Eſſex. | 


This abbey, dedicated to the honor of Ghrifi ad 
* John the baptiſt, was founded, as hath been already 
mentioned, for monks of the benedictine order. The 
number of them at firſt was twenty, which was not in- 
ercaſed, there being the ſame number at the diſſolu- 
Aon: but it entertained great numbers of officers and 
Fervants, and multitudes of travellers and poor, Who 
Qaily reſorted thither ; monaſteries ſerving ente 
io inns as well as e | 


The 1 founder entice this abbey with 


| | many eftates, the whole of which may be ſeen in the 
"town records. | 


1 At 


( 18g ) 
At the time of the diſſolution of che monaſteries, 


this noble abbey, with its large ragende Was value 
at g2gl. 27s 


The church ſtood on 4 fouth fide of St. 
Giles's, and ſouth-eaſt of the gate-way it had a large 
_ tower in the middle, adorned with ſeveral ſpires; and 
at the weſt end, there were likewiſe ſome turrets; there 
is now only the gate-way of this famous abbey ſtanding, 
and the > walls, which incloſe thirteen acres of 


The abbot 1 was a mitred abbot; "iti is, 6 one of thoſe 
twenty-eight in this kingdom who had the honor of 
wearing a mitre, and fitting in the upper houſe in par- bu 
liament; and he was diftinguiſhed by the high titles of, = 
By the Grace of God; and By divine permiſſim. The ab- F 
bot itſelf was inveſted with very great privileges: x fk | ff 
it had the full juriſdiction in determining cauſes in all 
the lands adjoining to the monaſtery; and the ſame 
honor, liberty and laws, as the church of St. Peter at 
Weſtminſter; dau this 5 Le batt the privy of 
4 1 
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. St. Botolph: 8 Has” 5 


"HE next moſt confiderable relicious foundation 8 

in this town, was the priory of St. Botolph, de- 
dicated to St. Botolph and St. Julian; it was founded 
about the beginning of the twelfth century for ca- * 
nons regular at St. Auguſtine, by a monk named Fy- 
Ss | „ | nulph, 
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ab, or Ernulph, who was alſo the firſt prior. Theſe 
canons were brought into this kingdom * the your 
1109. 


It doth not appear that Eynulph ſettled on his new 
foundation any lands or poſſeſſions, except perhaps 
the ſite and gardens of the priory ; but it ſoon met with 
benefactors, though its revenues never r became "ay 


| ample. 


The priory food « on the Cot fide of the church, 
but there are not any remains of it at this time. 


| The FRET was noble and nnn and built 
in an elegant manner and a good taſte, with fine ſemi- 


circular arches duly proportioned, and a double row 


of them in the body, one above the other, with im- 


poſts and pilaſters between, and other ſuitable orna- 
ments. How beautiful the weſtern front was, will 
better appear from the repreſentation given of it here. 
The ſouth-weſt and north-weſt corners were adorned. 


with two ſtately towers, of which that at the north-weſt . 


Was ſtanding within the memory of man. 


Till our unhappy civil wars, this eh was looked 
upon as the chief in the town, where the corporation 
reſorted in their formalities on Sundays, and other 
public occaſions to hear the general preacher; and the 
great bell there, was that which was rung every morn- 
ing and evening at four and eight o'clock. In the 
time of the ſiege, this church ſuffered with moſt of our 
public edifices, being partly battered down as ſome 
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187 | 
lay by the loyaliſts, ſor fear the enemy ſhould lodge | 


themſelves in it; or as others affirm, it was done on 
deſign by the enemy, who had a battery levelled that 
way, which laſt ſeems probable, becauſe the nn 
corner is the moſt demoliſhed: | | ; 


The prior of St. Botolph owed ſuit at the taw-bun- 
dred courts of this town, | 


$= — — _ 
The Crouched Fners. 


HIS houſe was a conyent for ouch Ep friers, of 

the order of St. Auguſtine, who were bound te 
celebrate divine ſervice in the chapel here, and alſo, 
an hoſpital for the reception of poor people. 


It was at firſt a convent or hoſpital, for regular bre. 
thren of the order of St, Auguſtine, marked with the 
croſs, as the grant expreſſes, and Was governed by. 2 
prot: | 


Next, it appears as a free chapel, under the care of 
a perpetual warden or rector; though it is even then 
promiſcuouſly called a chapel and an hoſpital; but it: 
admits of a queſtion, whether they were not then dif. 
ferent, and diftinaly preſented to; afterwards we find 
it called a church, and in the poſſeſſion of a rector. 


When the gild of St. Helen was founded in this 


ape it was chiefly known by the name of the gild 
| B b - RD -of 
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of St. Heten ; and both chapel and hoſpital became 
a in the gift of the Inns of that gild. 


Towards the ond of king Richard the IInd's reign, 


this chapel and hoſpital were ſo much decayed and 


negletted for want of a warden, and by reaſon of the 
ſmallneſs of the revenues, that divine ſervice could 
not be performed, nor the poor maintained as uſual ; 
in order therefore to increaſe the revenues, and to get 
money ſufficient to do the neceſſary repairs about the 
chapel and hoſpital, an indulgence was obtained in 
1401, or 1402. 


In 1407 this ape and hoſpital obtained a great 
acceſſion of ſtrength and riches, by becoming the ſeat 
of the gild of St. Helen; it was founded by Richard 
Fodryngrey, clerk, Thomas Godſton, Thomas Fraun- 
ceys, John Forde, and John Sumpter of Colcheſter, 
under the name of the fraternity and gild of St. Helen 
in the chapel of the Holy-croſs of Colcheſter ; and the 
brethren and fiſters of this gild were impowered by 
the patent, to chooſe every year, if they thought fit, 
one or two guardians; to found a chantry of five chap- 
lains in the ſaid chapel ; and to maintain thirteen poor 
men to pray for the king, and the brethren. and ſiſters, | 
of the gild. The chantries of Thomas Godſton, Tho- 
mas Fraunceys, and Edmund Haverland, entaned after- 
wards into this gild. 1 | 


Upon that occaſion, the crouched friers 88 
been turned out of this houſe, till about the beginning 
of. * Henry the VII ur reign, when one Roger 

Churche, 


(ww) 
Churche, an active man, brought them in again; and 


producing ſome papal bulls, and other evidences, 
whereby it appeared, that this houſe was originally 
founded for friers of that order, they were reinſtated ' 
therein through the intereſt of John earl of Oxford, 
and James Hubert, the "king's attorney, who were 
their friends; and then the bailiff and commonalty re- 
ſtored to them the two meſſuages, and four acres of 
land; and Roger Churche become their prior; but 
he found means to get poſſeſſion of the lands, which 
had been appointed by Thomas Godſton, for the ſup- 
port of a chantry founded by him in the church of 
the Holy-croſs, upon granting a penſion to Thomas 
Mooteham, the chantry prieſt, and afterwards thoſe 
lands were appropriated to this e by the maſters 
of St. Helen's gild. 


| This "FG and church of the Crouched Friers, ſtood 
in the ſuburbs, on the ſouth-weſt ſide of the town, and 
on the ſouth fide of the London road. The church 
or chapel was pulled down many years ago; the houſe 
was converted into a ſeat of the Stephens's, and after- 
wards of Sir Harbottle Grimſton; but it ſeems to have 
been partly new. built, there appearing in it no ſigns 
of antiquity, except a few windows on the eaft fide. 
It was much damaged during the ſiege, and never be- 
came fit fince for a gentleman's reſidence. About the 
beginning of this century, it was hired by the work 
houſe corporation, and converted into a general work= 
houſe for the whole town, but when they removed into 
another in St. James's pariſh, this was let into tene- 
E | ments 


C 199 ) 


ments to the poorer ſort of people, which bringing 
little or noprofits to Mr. Daniell, the owner, he cauſed 
it to be taken down, and it is now a garden n 
belonging to James Blatch, hy 


* ++ N 
The 55 Friers. 


pur monaſtery of the Grey Friers ſtood within he 

north-eaſt corner of the walls, juſt by Eaſt-gate, 
and almoft oppoſite to St. James's church; it was foun- _ 
ded in the year 1309, by Robert baron Fitz-walter, 
lord of the manor of Lexden; who, in 1325 entered 
| himſelf into this order and houſe, as a religious votary, 
in order to ſpend here the remainder of his days; but 
mort it was, for he died the ſame year. As this order 


pretends, according to their founder's rule, not to 


poſſeſs or make any thing their own; but to maintain 
themſelves partly by the labour of their bands, and 
partly with ſuch alms, in meat, drink, and the like, as 
they ſhall receive by begging; but not to take money 
upon any account, either by themſelves or a third per- 
Fas their lands and poſſeſſions will therefore make 


but a very ſmall figure, their original foundation con- 


1 only an acre of ground; but king Edward II. 
granted them a void place of hve acres to enlarge their 
manſion. ; 


The ſame king granted alſo, in truſt for them, to 
John de Morevillere and Theophania his wife, the 


manor of Martaingneville in the county of Ponthieu, 


FP FE 
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in Picardy. In 1422, John Pod, merchant, gave them 
eight acres and an half of land near the head of their 
conduit. 


; King Edward IV. 1479 wanted them a loads 
of underwood out of Kingſwood, upon condition they 


| ſhould pray for the good eſtate of him and his queen, 
while they lived; and, after their deceaſe, fag«their * 


ſouls, and for the ſoul of Richard late duke of York; 
and ſhould Keep their ſeveral obits yearly. 


After the diffolution of the monaſteries, this bond 
did not long continue in the king's hands; for Henry 
VIII. granted it, July 8, 1544, for the ſum of 4gol. 


10s. to Francis Jobſon, Eſq. and Elizabeth his wife, 


and to Andrew Dudley, Robert Hennage, and Richard 
Duke, Eſqrs. under the title of the houſe of the late 
Friers-minors, vulgarly called the Grey Friers in Col- 
cheſter, with thoſe houſes and edifices, called the Old 
Hall, the Fennery, and Sir Thomas Tirrell's lodgings, 


the bakehouſe, the brewhouſe, two gardens, and a 
piece of land, containing by eſtimation four acres; the 


whole valued at 258. 8d. to be held in free ſocage by 
fealty, and not in capite, at the yearly rent of 28. 5d. 


2 
St. Anne's Chapel. 


H I'S chapel, dedicated to St. Anne, the mother 


R 


of the Virgin Mary, ſtood on a riſing ground in 
St, James $ pariſh, beyond the river, and on the ſouth 
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Kde of the . roads leading from this town to Har- 


3 wich. 


When, and by whom it was founded, appears no 


where upon record, but it was in being in the year 
1406; nay, very probably, in the reign of king Hen. 
III. for in an allocation in the Exchequer during that 
period, there is an allowance of 15s. made 24d. to the 


hermit in St. James's pariſh. Now from ſome pre- 
ſentments made at the law-hundred courts in this town, 
we learn, it was an hermitage, and had a well near it 
called Holy-well, which ſerve to prove that it was the 
fame mentioned in that allocation ; moreover, there is 
reaſon to conclude, that it was an appendage to St. 


- Botolph's, becauſe the guardians of this chapel uſed to 


pay 6s. 8d. to the prior of that houſe, which ſum was 
granted, among the reſt of its revenues, to Sir Thomas 
en | 


We find ; it mentioned in king Henry * VIIIth's 
xeign. as a gild and fraternity of St. Anne; and Octo- 
ber 1579, the ſheriff of Effex ſeized into the queen's 


bands, Windmill-field in St. James's pariſh, late par- 


cel of St. Anne's gild, within the burgh of W 


Sallows-field belonged * thereto. 


| At a law-hundred court in 1515, the "Tar adjoin- 
ing, and belonging to this chapel, were made whole. 
year ground, The remains of this chapel was afterwards | 


converted into a, barn. 


© #98 5 
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St. Helen's Chapel, 


ETON in St. Vidtiolas's pariſh; in a lane called 
F from it, St. Helen's, and vulgarly called'Tenatt'h 
* but its ancient name Was Maidenburgh-ſtreet. 
This chapel was deditated to St. Helen, the mother 

of Conſtantine the Great. It was a place of great an 
tiquity, but rebuilt in 1076 by Eudo, the founder of 
St. John's abbey, who gave it to that monaſtery with 
fourteen acres of land belonging to the ſame in con- 
 fideration of which, and of the tithes. of the caſtle's 
demeſnes, the abbot was obliged to find a chaplain to 
officiate every other day of the week in this chapel ; 
but in the eighteenth of king Edward I. this ſervice 
was found to be wholly neglected, and the chapel in 
à ruinous condition; and for fear it ſhould, in proceſs 
of time, be applied to profane uſes, John de Colcheſter, 
| reftor of Tendring, founded in it a chantry, in 1321. 
Richolda de Cosford's 8 was alſo founded in 
id chapel. 


Upon the ſuppreſſion of the 3 this chapel, 
vith its revenues, came by the grant of king Henry 


8 VIII. 1539, into the hands of the bailiffs and com- | 


monalty, who ſold it ſeveral times, but laſtly to the 
people called Quakers, who have HARA it into a A 
W g:-Rayn FO | 
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The Chantries in Colcheſter, 


A: {-CRANTRY, was a foundation or endowment in 
ſome church, chapel, or part of a church for one 
* more prieſts to cyan or ling maſs for the ſoul of 
the founder or other particular perſons. | There were 
ten ſuch in this town, viz. : 


1 John de Colcheſter's chantry i in St. Helen' 8 cha- 
pel. 

2. Cosford's chantry in the ſame chapel. 
8 3 Joſeph Elianore's chantry, in the chapel of St. 
Thomas the Martyr, vithin the church of St. Mary at 
the 8 

0 The chantry of the Holy-eroſs, 

5 Thomas Frauncey's chantry, 

6 Edmund Haverland's chantry, in the church of 
che Crouched Friers. f 
7 Thomas 1 8 W in the chapel of the ; 
kame. 85 

8 Richard Heynes 8 Gay in the church of St. 
Peter. 2 | 

9 Peter Barvick's chanery, in the church of St. 
Leonard. 5 

10 Edmund Harmanſon 8 chantry, in the ſame. 
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By examining various accounts, it appears, chat moft 
. the lands in the Borough- fields, and on each fide 
of the London road, as far as the top of Lexden-bill 


' 'balobged to the chantries of this town. | 
Obits 


EP 


' Obits or maſſes were yearly celebrated on the day 


ef any particular perſon's death, wholeft ſome appoint- 
ment for that uſe. They owed their riſe to the ground 
leſs notion of praying for departed fouls. In moſt re- 
ligious houſes, there was a book, called the Obitual 
or Martyrology, wherein they entered the names of 


their benefaftors, or of perſons who had left them le- 


gacies to obſerve yearly their obit or anniverſary. 


Gifts & Benefations to the Corporation, 
and the ſeveral Pariſhes. 


* \ 


A=. the 6 gifts, Ec. may be of general ofe, 


and to prevent their being enveloped, which we 
have too much reaſon to believe many have been, we 
ſhall chooſe to deliver as. much as poſſible, the very 
words of the original wills, or other grants, on purpoſe 
to render the account more authentic. 


Sir Thomas White s Gift. 


IR Thomas White, * lord mayor and alderman 
of London, did, in the year 1366, deliver and pay 
unto the mayor or burgeſſes and commonalty of Bri. 
ſtol, a000l. to the intent that they ſhould therewith 
purchaſe to themſelves and ſucceſſors, meſſuages, lands, 


&c. then of the clear yearly value of 120l. and more, 


r CCA to 


1 


E. cotztinue for ever the equal benefit and advance 

ment of twenty-four cities and large towns in England, 
in the following manner, Namely, that the yearly. 
ſum of 1041. ſhould be paid, on St. Barthalamew's- 
day, at Merchant-Taylor's-Hall in London, to the 
mayor or bailiffs of each of thoſe reſpectives cities, 
&c. ſucceſſiyely: to be lent by each commonalty at 
26. a-piece, to four of their poor young freemen, of 
Honeſt fame, for ten years, without paying any intereſt, 
Thoſe perſons to give ſufficient ſecurity for the repay- - 
ment of the ſaid 251. at the expiration of the ten years, 
 Clothiers to be preferred to all others. The odd 41. J 
was to be employed by t the reſpective mayors, &c. of 
each city and town, as they thought good for their 
Pains., The firſt payments were made 1 in ſag following 
order. | Alter! Bone, | | 
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1577 to Y ork, 1588 to Lincoln. 
1578 Aen. | 1689 Wincheſter, 
1579 Reading. | © 1590 Oxford. 
1580 the Merchant- #7 "ot Hereford. 
„„ 1392 | Cambridge. | 
1581 Glouceſter. | 1593 Shrewſbury, 
1582 Worceſter. 1694 Lynn. , 
1583 Exeter. | 1595 Bath. 
1684 Saliſbury. 1596 Derby. 
1588 Worceſter. | 1597 Ipſwich. 
18586 Norwich. 1598 Colcheſter. 
| 1587 Southampton. 1399 Newcaſtle, 


And the payments have been made ever fines i in the 
fame order. | 


* 


2. Lady 


\ 


2. Lady Judde's Gift. 

H E worſhipful dame, Mary judde of Markes- 

hall, in this county, widow ; for the great love, 
favor and affection which ſhe bore under the town of 
Colcheſter, being the place of her nativity, and to the 
people therein inhabiting ; did, by indenture, bearing 
date 13 February 33 Elizabeth, [1590+1,] give to the 
bailiffs and commonalty of Colcheſter, One hundred 
pounds, as a ſtock to buy and provide from time to 
time wool, yarn, flax, and ſuch other merchandize 


and things as the ſeaſon ſhould require; for the ſetting. 
on work ſuch poor perſons, inhabiting within the ſaid 


town and liberties of the ſame, as ſhould be able to 


work and labour; the ſame perſons receiving for their 


work as they ſhould be agreed withal; and that the 


profit, commodity and benefit which ſhould grow and 


accrue by reaſon of the employment of the ſaid ſtock 


of One hundred pounds as aforeſaid, ſhould be from 


time to time hereafter given, diſpoſed and delivered, 
by the bailiffs and commonalty and their ſucceſſors, to 
ſuch of the poor people inhabitants within the ſaid town 
and liberties thereof, as are impotent and unable to 


work or labour, according to the good diſcretion of | 


the ſaid bailiffs and aldermen for the time being. But 


if the ſaid ſum of One hundred pounds did at any time 
remain unoccupied, or not employed to the uſes before, 

remembered, by the ſpace of twelve whole months to- 
ether; then the bailiffs and commonalty were to re- 


Pay 


* 


-” 09 
| Bay it to the ſaid lady Judde, or her executors, within 
Gree months next after demand thereof. 


OY arch 
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3. Mr. Hunwicke's Gift. 
T OHN Hunwicke, chderinan af Colcheſter, did, by 


for ever to the poor, lame, and impotent perſons in- 
habiting and dwelling within the town of Colcheſter 
| and the precinQs thereof, the ſum of Three hundred 
| pounds, to be paid by his executors to the bailiffs and 
commonalty of Colcheſter; and the uſe and profit of 
the ſame, to be diſtributed by theſe for four years to- 
- gether, [viz. gol. at 10 per cent, as it was then) amongſt 
the poor, lame and impotent perſons of Colcheſter as 
aforeſaid, without any manner of affection. Every 
fifth year, the intereſt ariſing that year to be paid thus, 
10l. to the bailiffs and portmen of Ipſwich ; 10l. to the 
mayor of Sudbury; and 10l. to the bailiffs of Maldon, 
for their poor: and on the ſaid fifth year, the þailiffs 
and commonalty of Colcheſter to meet the bailiffs and 
commonalty of Ipſwich, on the 15th of September, and 
give account to them of the profit and diſtribution of 
the money for the four years foregoing. One time 
the magiſtrates of Ipſwich to come to Colcheſter; and 
the next time the magiſtrates of Colcheſter to go to 
Ipſwich. Diſcharges to be given upon receipt of the 

ſaid ſeveral ſums, under the common ſeals of the re- | 
ſpeftive towns. 


MEE | The 


his laſt will, dated 24th November, 1593, deviſe 
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| The intereſt of theſe gool. hath been diftributed ace 


eordingly till the year 1741; but it is ſunk in h 


tion to the intereſt of other monies. 


| + 4 * 
TT * 


4. Mr. William Turner's Gift, | 
FILLIAM Turner of 1 the wall, 


| London, merchant, ſome. time one of the * 
| wanne of Colcheſter, by his will, dated 7th Novemb. 


1630, gave to John Marſhall and other feoffees, his 


capital meſſuage, &c. at the New Hythe where he 


dwelt, as alſo a piece of a coal-yard which he held in 


farm of the bailiffs and commonalty of Colcheſter; 


upon ſpecial truſt, that the ſaid meſſuage, &c. ſhould 
for ever be kept in repair; and that the bailiffs and 


commonalty ſhould yearly take the rent, and (the char 
ges of repairs being firſt dedutted) ſhould diſtribute it 


on the feaſt-days of St. Thomas and Good-friday for 


ever to the aged, pooreſt and impotenteſt inhabitants 


of the ſaid town. When the truſtees are reduced to 


two, they ſhould, with the allowance of the bailiffs, 
infeoffe four or five new truſtees, of the choiſeſt and 
beſt ſort of people in the town of Colcheſter, 


K—— 2 
5. Mr. Jof. Cox's Gift to St. Marys. 


H E beſt account of it is from the following clauſe. 
of Mr. Cox's will. Item I doe appoint the 
| fume of One hundred pounds to bee laid out by my 


„„ executors, 


. 


9 


rx | 
executors; for the purchaſe of Tome freehold! lands of 
am eſtate of inheritance in fee-fimple in poſſeſſion of : 
the cleare and yearly value of 5l. per annum at leaſt ; 
the yearly rents and profits thereof I doe give and be- 
queath for ever to the poore of the pariſh of St. Mary 
on the Wall in Colcheſter, where I was borne, to bee 
paid and diſtributed unto and amongſt the ſaid poore, 
by and at the diſcretion of the churchwardens ind. 
overſeers for tlie poore of the ſaidpariſh, upon the 
feaſt-day of the birth of our Lord Chriſt-yearely for 
ever. And I dbe appoint that until ſuch purchaſe can 
Bee conveniently had, my executors ſhalt pay to the 
poore of the ſaid pariſti of St. Mary on the Wall in 
Colcheſter aforeſaid; upon the feaſt-day of the birth! 
ol our Lord Chriſt yearely, the ſumme of 51. the firſt! 
payment whereofto begin and bee made upon the feaſts 
day of the birth of our Lord Chriſt next _ after 
Wy deceale. mY 


Mr. Cox died "I 0 af June, 168g; . wich 
his legacy, the following gentlemen, Sir Iſaac Rebow,. 


Kt. Lemyng Rebow, Eſq, Joſeph Thurſton, Eſq, Pe- 


ter Coveney, bay-maker, Jacob Johnſon, plumber, 
Timothy Cook, vintner, William Peartree, cooper, 
and William Mayhew, gent. as truſtees for the poor of 
the pariſh of St. Mary; did, on the 1ſt of March, 
1710-1, purchaſe of William Rayner of Colcheſter, 
grocer, a field called Waterhouſe-field, lying in the 
pariſſi of St. Mary, and containing five acres; 8 
ting ſouth on the road leading from Colcheſter to Lon- 
1 . ee _ Int 


north *© 


| FRF 
north on the Waterhduſe-meadow, and weſt on the 
hands and mill, late in the occupation of Mr. John 
Boggis; and another field of three acres in the fame 
pariſh of St. Mary, lying between the two windmills, 


Fof the ſaid Mr. Boggis and the widow Gilſon] abuts 
ting ſouth on the London road. To hold to them and 


their heirs, upon truſt that they ſhall for ever permit 


the churchwardens of the pariſh of St. Mary at the 
Walls to receive the rents and profits of the faid pre- 
miſes, to be yearly diſtributed upon Chriſtmas-day 


among poor people of the ſaid pariſh who do nt tale 
collection, according to the will of Mr. Joſeph Cox. | 
Theſe two fields were leaſed for twenty-one years to 


| Ob Seaborne; at the clear yearly rent of 5l. 108. 
4— — — 1 


6. Mr. Jeremiah Daniell's Gift of Coals 
to the pariſhes of St. Mary, St. Peter, St. * 


and St. Botolphl. 


1 18 generous benefaftion cannot alſo better be 


deſcribed than in the following clauſe of Mr. 


Daniell's will, which was dated ORober 26, 1696.— 
« Item, I further give and bequeath to my nephew 
Jeremy [Daniell] before-named, all that field or par- 


cel of land called Cockerills-croft, with a chaſeway to 


the ſame belonging, leading to a pond called Hang- - 
man's-pond, being by eſtimation twenty acres or there- 
abouts, lying in St. Giles's pariſh in Colcheſter : upon 


he condition nevertheleſs, that the ſaid Jeremy, his 
. e heires 
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heires or aſſigns, ſhall blen the time of my deceaſs 
every yeare yearely for ever, diſburſe and lay out the 
ſumme of Ten pounds of lawful money of England 
every yeare upon ſea coales, and the ſaid ſea coales 
ſoe bought to bee delivered as hereafter followeth, viz. 
To the poore people in St. Peter's pariſh in Colcheſter 
as many coales as amounts to the ſumme of gl.—To 
the poore of St. Giles's as many as amounts to the 
ſumme of gl.—To the poore of St. Botolph's as many 
as amounts to 408.— To the poore of the pariſh of St. 

Maries at the Walls in Colcheſter as many as amounts 
to 40s. But my will and minde is, that the charges 
of meaſureing and carriage to deliver the ſaid coales 
into the pariſhes where they are bequeathed, ſhall be 
included and paid as parte of the tenn pounds, and not 
to bee charged upon or borne by my cozen Jeremy, 
his heires or aſſigns over and above the ſaid tenn 
pounds. And my minde and will further is, that the 
churchwardens of the four pariſhes laſt named, ſhould 
every yeare have the overſight,” ordering, and divide- 
ing the ſaid coales, every one in their owne reſpective 


_ pariſhes, to thoſe perſons they think have moſt need. 
And if my nephew. Jeremy, his heirs or aſſigns, mall, | 


at any [time] after his or their haveing the land i in. 
poſſeſſion, neglett or refuſe to lay the faid coales i in 
yearely as aforeſaid, I then hereby impower and give 
ſtrength to the churchwardens of the ſaid pariſhes to 
whom the coales are bequeathed, in conjunction toge- 
ther to enter upon the ſaid lands called Cockerill's-croft 


and to take the rents and profits thereof, untill full re- 


ſtitution bee made by — laid ee his heires or 
| s i e * 


cw) 
aſſigns, to the reſpettive pariſhes to whome any thing 
appertaineth to this bequeſt ſhall bee due, together 


with the full charges they ſhall be out for ſuch ſeizure 
according to my true intent and meaning in theſe pre- 


ſents, and ſuch ſeizure ſoe often to bee made as occa- 
fion is given by the neglettt or refuſal of the ſaid Jeremy, 
his heires or aſſigns as above expreſſed. P 


; AE R ; 
. — — — — * 


7. Mr. Tho. Ingram $ Gift to St. Peter's, 


MOMAsS W Colcheſter, clothier, fg the 
great love and affeQion which he did bear unto. 
the good and proſperous eſtate of the town of Col- 
_ Cheſter, wherein he had lived and continued many 


| years together, and to the poor inhabitants of the ſaid 
| town; and eſpecially to the poor people dwelling in 
the pariſh of St. Peter within the ſaid town of Col- 
cheſter wherein he then dwelt; did, by indenture, 
bearing date aſt July 1602, give to the bailiffs and 


commonalty One hundred pounds; on condition, that 


they, with five of the chiefeſt and principalleſt pa- 
riſhioners of St. Peter's pariſh in the ſame town, ſhould 
appoint five perſons to whom the ſaid moneys ſhould 


be lent at the rate of five per cent, they finding ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity for the repayment of it. Thoſe to whom 


the moneys were lent, where obliged to find a compe- 


tent quantity of wool for the poor of St. Peter's pariſh 
(that ſhould require it) to ſpin, or work; paying them 


ſor their work at the common price. 


[ i 5 | | 3 | 
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wt 


rents and profits of my dvelling-boule, on Chriſtmas- 


Cr) 


Ane intereſt of that money was to be difribued, 
quarterly, by the bailiffs and five of the chief inhabi- 


tants of St. Peter's pariſh, to ſuch poor inhabitants of 


the ſaid mn as were unable to vork. 


% 


— 


8. Mrs. Ages Diſter's, alias Leache's 
| Gift to St. Peter's. 


ow ITY this henefaRtion was 1 granted, 

and out of what tenements or eſtate to be paid, 
we cannot learn. The only account we have ſeen of 
it, is in the/ following words; being part of her epitaph 
in the north iſle of St. Peter's church againſt the wall. 
e She did appointe certen money to be given yerely 
to the poore of this pariſhe, at the feaſt of Penthecoſt, 


cdhat they ſhoulde render thancke unto Chriſt, and a. 
his gracious benefits i in memory for ever.” 5 


„ 
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Lac 7 | Creſfeilde 8 Gift to the on 
_ of- Holy Trinity. 5 45 


| P. is contained i in the following words, being part of 


the codicil of her will, dated OQoher- 23, 1734. 


1 1 give to the poor of the pariſh of, Holy Trinity i in 


Colcheſter, Three. pounds a year, which is to be paid 
and diſtributed to them by the miniſter and church 
wardens; and to be ald yearly for ever out of the 


day | 


6 =g * 


| PR in each year; and, for default of payment, —_ 


2 may be made for the ſame.” 


"i * — r Ke Ke | NS 
10, R. Franckham's Gift to St. Nicolas. 


9 —5 rent- charge of Thirteen ſhillings and fourpenee 


dodut of a tenement and fix acres of land in Weſt Berg- 
bolt, for ever; to be diſtributed to the uſe and relief 
of the poor inhabitants of the pariſh of St. Nicolas, 


that are of good and honeſt fame and converſation; 


and to be paid yearly, at the feaſt of che annunciation 


of the bleſſed Virgin Mary and St. Michael the 10. 
wr * even and ow portions. - 


EY promo e ee — 


ry Mr. Wegg's Gift to St. Nicolas. | 


G Wegg the elder, of Colcheſter, Efq.. bon 
his will, dated'6th September, 1745, gave to the 


miniſter of the pariſh of St. Nicolas in Colcheſter, for 
the time being, the ſum of Forty ſhillings a year for 
ever, to be iſſuing and payable out of his moor, in the 


pariſh of St. James in Colcheſter, then in the occupa- 


tion of Thomas Effex : which ſaid ſum he deſired and 
directed, ſhould, by the ſaid miniſter be laid out in 


5 bread, and diſtributed by ſix monthly diviſions, unto! 


and amongſt ſuch old decrepid poor perſons-dwelling: 


in 


> OBERT Franekham of Colcheſter, fletcher, did, 
> by his will, dated the 20th of July, 1577, give a 


—— — a. ver —— tb — — — 


( nb 


in the ſaid pariſh of St. N icolas, : as do not take col- 
lection. The firſt payment of 408 to be made to he 
ſaid miniſter on the feaſt of St. Michael the archangel, 

next after his deceaſe; and the ſaid miniſter to begin 


to diſtribute the bread, on the firſt Monday in the. 


month of October ſucceeding ſuch payment; and to 


continue ſuch diſtribution on the firſt Monday in the 
months of Ottober, November, December, January, 
F e and March, for ever. 


8 BENE ers PALE 604 WY TO” « | 
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12. The Gift of Goes Gilberd, Eſq. 
to All - - Saints, 7 


IE 


Morris Stephens gave by will to this chad, 1 
wherein he then dwelt, Ten pounds; to be or- 


dered and diſpoſed by his wife and his heirs, or the 


ovners and poſſeſſors of his capital meſſuage wherein 
he lived, and the churchwardens of the ſame pariſn 
for the time being, to the yearly uſe and benefit of the 


poor people of the ſaid pariſh for ever. — George Gil- 


berd, Eſq. who came afterwards and inhabited in the 


ſame capital meſſuage, and in whoſe hands thoſe Ten 


pounds remained, added in his life-time Ten pounds 


more to them, for the ſame uſe. But, out of his great 
love and affection for the poor, inſtead of thoſe Twenty 


pounds, which he was permitted to appropriate to him- 


ſelf, on the 21ſt of December, 1639, he enfeoffed 


| | 5 5 Harbottle Grimſton, Eſq. William Gilbert, Eſq. Ed- 


: _ Pierce, LL. N. John Berriffe, gent. John Shaue, 


Te N and 
, 1 | 1 


10 
and thirteen others, and their heirs, in a meſſuage o 
Eaſt-hill, then divided into ſeveral tenements; in truſt, 
that, after his deceaſe they ſhould apply the rents and 
profits of the ſame, (after deduQing for ſufficient re- 
pairs) to theſe uſes; namely, diſtribute Sixteen ſhils 
lings yearly amongſt the poor of the pariſh of AI 
Saints, by the hands of the owner of the houſe wherein 
the laid Matthew Stephens and George Gilberd lived, 
and the churchwardens of the ſame ; and alſo that they, 
jointly with the overſeers of that pariſh, ſhould, every 
Sunday after divine ſervice, give twelvepence a-piece 
and a penny loaf to twelve of the oldeſt and pooreſt 
perſons of that pariſh; and divide the overplus of the 
rents and profits aforeſaid, if any were at the year's 
end, on St. Thomas's day, among the oldeſt and pooreſt 
people of that pariſh, according to their diſcretion. 
But theſe tenements being deſtroyed by fire, undoub- 
tedly during the ſiege, and there remaining in the room 
of them only a toft or void place; the chief inhabitants 


of All-Saints pariſh did, on the 10th day of October, 


church, for the uſe of the poor of the ſaid pariſh. In 


1654, let a ninety-nine years leaſe of the ſame to Rob. 
Smith, of the pariſh of St. James's, ſay-maker ; for a 
conſideration of nineteen pounds in hand paid, and a 
yearly rent of one ſhilling payable every year on Mi- 
chaelmas-day to the churchwardens and overſeers of 
the pariſh of All-Saints, in the ſouth porch of that 
this leaſe the place is fo deſcribed. lt abutteth ſouth- 
ward on the common highway leading to, Colcheſter * 
weſtward on the houſe late in the occupation of Tho.: 


ET Lawrence; northward on the land called the Caſtle. 


| 1240 8 land; FS 


— 
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and; and a. n the NY newly crefted of 
m—_—_— _— ſituate in Eaſt-ſtreet. | 


* 


mann 


1. John Brewode's Gift to All-Saints. 


£ 1 OHN Brewode of Great Horkfley, gent. enfeoffed 
in the year 1498, William Tendring, Eſq. and others 


in ſome eſtates, for the repairs of this pariſh church; 


hut What they were, doth not appear; for the 6pures 


volls of as ous are loft. 
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24. Cift to IR Widows in St. fotolptrs 
and St. Giles's Pariſhes. = 


Ty fa is a yearly rent or annuity of Two mats 


Twelve ſhillings charged upon, and iſſuing out 
of, a certain meſſuage and lands, known by the name 


j of Longs and Londons, containing by eſtimation, forty- Z 


two acres, lying in Much Totham, Little Totham and. 
Goldhanger in this county, or in ſome or one of them; 


which ſum is payable yearly at Michaelmas, to the 
churchwardens of the pariſh of St. Botolph for the time 


being ; to be by them applied towards the e of 


; N widows of that pariſh for cer. 


The like yearly ſum is payable, out of the ſame 
eſtate, to the churchwardens of St. Giles s in this 


| . and for the ſame uſe. 


* 


13. Grant 


36. Grants to the PTR of 5 St, Botolph | 
and St. Mary Magdalen. 4 


FF HE fark of Ten ſhillings yearly, is to be paid by 

the bailiffs of Colcheſter and their ſucceſſors, to 
the collectors of the poor of the pariſhes of St. Botolph 
and St. Mary Magdalen, for the uſe of the poor of 
thoſe two pariſhes. Theſe Ten ſhillings are payable 
out of a piece of land in the pariſh of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, which was made whole-year ground in 1671, 
"when that quit-rent was referved by the bailiffs and 
e for the uſe tree e e 


oF 


IN 1624 was given by Mrs. Lowe, i 00% and reli | 
of Mr. Thomas Lowe, ſometime rector of this Pa- 
"iſh, 4ol.—162g, by Mr. Thomas Hayes, reRor of the ; 
fame, 101.1626, by Andrew Steward the younger, - 
Wariner, 101 —1625, by ! Mr. Caleh, yeoman, the ſum c 
of ios. out of his bouſe above the Hill next the Acre, 
for the uſe of the poor of the pariſh, yearly to be paid 
to the overſeers of the fame pariſh —1627, by Mr. 
Ba Langley the elder, the ſum of 20s. out of a 
houſe in Wyer-ftreet, to be paid yearly.—By John 
Braxted, out of the houſe abutting upon Jaony Bur- | 
ey, Sl. to be N yearly. | 


M 1 ne ; | 27. Sir 
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1 7. Sir John Swinerton 8 Giſt to Lexden. 


55 following account of it is thus entered in the 
old regiſter-book of this pg 1 e fon | 
anno domini 1610. e 


| Mem. That aboute the e feat of St. Michell ha * 
angell in the yeare aboveſaide, the worſhipfull Mrs. 
Marye Swinerton widd. and the right worſhipfull Sir 
John Svinerton knight (her ſonne) upon a ſabath- daye 
came unto this pariſn church of Lexden, and did fig- 
nifie, that the ſayde Mrs. Marye Swinerton, as well in 
regarde ſhe was borne in the ſayde pariſhe, as allſo 
for other charitable reſpeQs her movinge, hath gyven 
unto the poore of the ſayde pariſhe yearely ae 
the lyfe of the ſayde Marye) a ſomme or pencion © 
Fyve pounds and Fower ſhillings to be imployed to 
| the uſe of the poore by the officers and cheefe inha- 
bitants of the ſayde pariſhe from tyme to tyme for the : 
tyme being, as followeth (viz.) upon every ſabath-daye 
to. have two duzen of wheate breade ſett uppon the 
| *communion-table. or other convenient place in the 
church or chancell. And fourteen of the pooreſt olde 
impotent people to be choſen by the ſayde cheefe in- 
habitants; who ſo longe as they ſhall reſorte to the 
prayers and exercices of the ſayde church and well 
behave therdlelves, ſhall have the ſame breade [14 to 
| the duzen] divided amonge them (viz.) to every of 
1 5 ad. in breade uppon 2 the ſayde days, and 


. as 


t 211 } 
as any of Son mal. dye, or lyve otherwiſe than before 
preſcribed, then the fayde pariſhoners to chooſe as 
afforeſaide to ſupplye there roomes. And the ſayde 
Sir john Swynerton at the ſame tyme did further ſig- 
nifie unto the ſayde pariſhe, that he conſideringe this 
guifte to be to the honor of God, and the benefite of 
the poore uppon earth, would have the fame penſion 
to be perpetually paide to the uſes afforeſaide oute of 
his owne eſtate; and reſolved to charge ſome of his 
lands in Stanway for the payment of the ſayde yearly- 
pencion to the uſe of the ſayde poore as afforeſaide.” 
Which he accordingly performed as appears by this 
clauſe of his will, dated 7 September 1616.— To the 
town of Lexden, in the county of Eſſex, I give and 
bequeth ſo much out of the ſaid demeſnes of Stanway- 
hall, or of the rent thereof, as will pay and provide 
| bread for ſo many poor people of that pariſh, as Two 
ſhillings in bread every week is to be diſtributed into, - 
for forty. and one years after my mother's deceaſe. 
And I do further will, that after the ſaid forty and one 
years, the ſaid payment of Two ſhillings the week be 
continued to the poor of the ſaid pariſh for ever. And 


for the good performance thereof, I bind my houſe. | 


called Stanway-hall, and the demeſnes thereof to an- 
ſwer the ſame, which, I hope my heirs will ſee truly 
performed. And in default of payment, I hereby limit 
power to the churchwardens of that pariſh for 125 imm 
. to  diſtrain for the ſame, 


es 48. Ralph 


(wy 
aſl —— : 4 
. Ralph Fynche's Alms-houſes, 


"HE founder, Ralph Fynche, was a brewer, and 

lived at the bottom of the Balkon-hill, in St. 
Peter's pariſh, in a houſe now taken down. In his 
will, dated 31 July, 15532, he deſired his executors, 
with convenient ſpeed after his deceaſe, to finiſh up 
his houſes and buildings as he had begun them under 
one roof, ſtanding in St. Nicolas's pariſh, which he 


lately built for four almes-houſes for four poore folke 
to dwell: And that his executors ſhould make therein 
partitions as well in the upper as the lower parts; and 
likewiſe in the backfides or yards; ſo that each of 
thoſe four almes-houſes might have like part, as well 
in the upper parts, with a ſeparate van UP | to Hom us 
alſo like part to the ſaid yards, 


He left the management of thefe houſes to his exe- 


cutors for the time being, and to four of the moſt chief | 


and auncient inhabitants within the ſaid pariſh of St. 


Nicolas, to be named by his executors: And wen- 

ſoever any of the ſaid four men ſhould deceafe, or de | 
part out of the ſaid pariſh of St. Nicolas, the over wer 

or overlivers of his executors, or fuch of the fait fine 


_ perſons as ſhould remain and abide in the ſaid pariſh, 


$%.4 +*®.# .2 


within a convenient time after ſuch departure or de- 


| ceaſe, ſhould nominate others to the full number of 


four of the moſt honeſt and auncient inhabitants within 
the ſaid pariſh ; and the ſame order of nomination of 
thoſe four perſons to continue for ever; 


Theſe © 
1 


1 


ON 


ling in the pariſh of St. Nicolas, and being of goo@ 
name and fame, as to them ſhould ſeem moſt conve= 
nient; which poor perſons were not to be removed 


62193) : 
hefe four honeſt men ſo to be choſeñ were to ele 


and put into the ſaid houſes and buildings, four fuels 


impotent and poore inhabitants, men or women; dwel- 


out of thoſe alms-hoôuſes, ſo long as they were quiet 


and of good behaviour. And whenever any of them 
departed out of the ſaid houſe or houſes, either by 
death or otherwiſe, they ſhould at their departure leave 
there ſome reaſonable portion of their goods, towards 

| the reparation of the ſaid houſes, to be adjudged by, | 
the diſcretion of the faid four men. Any of his kin- | 


dred being in poverty, and deſiring to dwell in any of 
the ſaid houſes,"to have the preference of any other. * 


For che usintehahbe of theſe poor people, he gran- 
ted to the ſaid four perſons (whom he ſtyled governors 
of them) a yearly rent of 61. 58. 8d. to be paid at 
Michaelmas and Lady-day, out of all thoſe lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, which he bequeathed to 


Amye his daughter, wife of Garrarde Shilbery, and 


to Mary Rutt; namely, all his houſes and buildings 
at the Balkon, with all utenſils and implements, as well 
belonging to the brewing of beer there, as otherwiſe; 
together with all and ſingular lands, meadows, &c. to 
them belonging; that 1s one piece of meadow lying 
there next the Balkon, which he bought of R. Duke, 
gent. containing three acres; one moor, with a little | 
piece of meadow lying there, which he bought of one 


| ak one piece of Wann * containing by efti- 


mation 


< 2 . 
mation ſeven acres, which he bought of one Richard 
Harking, gent; one acre and an half of meadow lying 
in King's-meadow ; all thoſe his lands, tenements and 
groves, lying in Fordham; together with his leaſe and. 
term of years yet to come, which he had in a certain 
meadqw next Powle's-land, near the eaſt of King's. 


"meadow, which he had by the leaſe and grant of one 


Thomas Awdeley, Eſq. 


ra | 
Out of the fore-mentioned 61. 6s. 8d. the four g go- 


vernors were to pay Sixpence weekly, for ever, to each 
of the four poor perſons, abiding and dwelling in the 
ſaid houſes. For their pains therein, the governors 
were to take every year Six ſhillings and Eightpence. 
And the overplus of the ſaid rent was to be employed 
for fuel-wood for the ſaid four poor folk, by the _ 
diſpoſition of the governors, for ever. Ns 


T bere were alſo ſix feoffees of this charity, appoin- 
. ted by the bailiffs; and when they were reduced to 
two, the two furviving perſons were to enfeoffe ſix 
others and their heirs, as ſhould be nominated by the 7 
| Lens for the time being, | 


3 Dobby by his will, dated 26 July, 1785, ane 
| One hundred * to this N b i 
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1 9. lohn Wenock's Alms-houſe.. 


R. John Wenock, of Colcheſter, bay-maker, 


> baving in his life-time, built and finiſhed a row 


CEE 


of houfes in Hogan in a piece of ground which was 
patt of a field called Golden-at-hill, in the pariſh of 


St. Giles; he did, in the year 1679, ſettle thoſe houſes 


in truſtees for the habitation and benefit of ſix poor 
people; whom he ordered to be fuch ancient and or- 


derly poor perſons, as receive no alms or collection 


from any pariſh whatſoever; unleſs, after ſuch time 


as they are placed there, they ſhould, by reaſon of 


age or ſickneſs, become diſabled to maintain them- 


ſelves out of his allowance. 
Kind: 1 


For choke Wine he veſted i in his mad ah 
annuity, or yearly rent-charge of Forty-one pounds: 
iſſuing out of the rents and profits of his meſſuages, 


or tenements in the pariſh of St. Peter in this town; 
and to be paid, after his own and his wife's deceaſe, 


to, his aforeſaid truſtees, by WH. payments, With 


out any deduttion, & 


Out of this annuity he ordered, thi there mould | 
be paid by his truſtees to each of the dwellers i in the 
ſaid fix dwelling-houſes, Two ſhillings a week upoh | 


Saturday in every week, and ſo continue for eyer. 
And alſo, that his truſtees ſhould lay in yearly one 
chaldron of ſea-coals for every dwelling-houſe, for 
and towards their winter firing, over and beſides their 
weekly ſtipend of Two ſhillings a week. But the tene- 
ments out of which the aforeſaid annuity was to ariſe, 
not being ſufficient to anſwer it, by reaſon of the fall 
of rents from about 60 to 30 or 40l. per annum; which 
L after deducting for taxes 2 repairs, do not yield above 


q 
« 51. 
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451. 3 year clear, if ſo much; on that account, the al | 
lowanee to ench of the fix poor people was no more 
ahan Sixpence a . 2 a enen of Fouls . 


Ä · /ce(tcs 


Mrs. Simpfon, -of 0 the ber e of Alt died in 
the diet 1760, and Jeft 200l. to theſe houſes. L 


la Mrs. Nuttall, of the pariſh of Holy weite died in 
"1779, and left 300. to the fame. 


Ae Mr. Henry! Dobby, of the pariſh of 80. ug 
ak 5 80. and left e the ſame 100l. 


50 It Anbar Winlley's Ans eue. 


Ilse the moſt conſiderable, and the beſt-endow- | 
ed charitable foundation about this town. Be 

Elssſed 10 take the following account of it in the very 

| en of Mr. ener sene vas ed che od 


ar mw 15 deſtre foul go ac interred by 
ay bat wife in the vault 6f the pariſh church of St. 
bk in Colcheſter, ! requireing my executor hereafter 
amed, to purchaſe : a faculty for 1 the ſaid vault. . Item, 
T's ive Two hundred and F ifty pounds, to be laid out 
Fly a monument to be erefted againſt the ſouth wall of 
the Taid church, neareſt the ſaĩd vault, with my ſtatue, 
eut out in marble, lying with the left hand under the 
bead, and a Er in the EN hand, and in a night= 


 govun, 


2 


( wy 


s- with Wees as my moſt judicious friends 
ſhall think proper. And I give the rents of my no- 
dwelling-houſe in the pariſh of All-Saints, for the 
maintenance of the ſaid monument in good repair, and 
appoint. the rector of the pariſh of St. James, for the 
time being, to take care that it be kept in good repair. 
Item, I give all that my farm with the appurtenances, 
lying and being in the pariſh of St. Botolph in Col- 
cheſter, called the Brick-houſe, which I purchaſed of 
Mr. Morley of Halſted; I give the houſe for an habi- 
tation of twelve ancient men that have lived well, and 
fallen into decay, to be made into twelve convenient 
apartments, at the diſcretion; of the truſtees hereafter 
mentioned: and I give jool. for the makeing the faid 
apartments commodious; and I give the rents of the 
| faid farm towards the maintenance of the ſaid twelve 
poor men. And 1 ſhall give all that my farm in Weſk 
Merſey, in the county of ' Eſſex, called Bocking-hall; 
with the appurtenances, towards the further mainten- 
ance of the ſaid twelve men. And I give all the over. 
plus rents of my now dwelling-houſe, after the repairg 
of the ſaid monument are paid for, as a further main... 
tenance for the ſaid men. And my will is, that no 
poor man under the age of ſixty years be admitted into 
the ſaid apartments; nor none be admitted, but wh 
give bond of fifty pounds with two good ſureties, not 
to take alms of the town dureing their ſtay there: and 
further my will is, that each of the poor men ſhall, 
Y che rents of the faid farms and OW. have 28. 
| . . 6d, 


« 


| 
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Gd paid ae week: and, once in every year, 
one chaldron of cole. And my will is, that no pro- 
phaine perſon, given to ſwearing, drinking, or any 
other vice, be admitted; ang if any of them be found 
fo guilty, that they may be turned out by the major 


part of the truſtees hereafter mentioned. And if any 


one of the ſaid men 'be” contentious, and diſturb the 
reſt, or be guilty of any undecent acts, they ſhall be 
lyable to be difcharged by the truſtees. And 1 do 
nominate and appoint my brother Richard Wiley, 
Alderman Nathaniel Lawrence of - Colchelter, Mr. 
Thomas Coe, linnen-draper of Colcheſter, Mr. John 
Erimſton, bay-maker of Colcheſter, Mr. Ed. Sherman 
ef Deadham in the county of Eſſex, my brother Mr. 
Benjamin Dyer, and alderman Jeremy Daniel of Col- 
cheſter, to be truſtees, as well for the fitting up and 
makeing convenient the faid twelve apartments; which 
I will to be a low room, a chamber, and a garret, and 


2 garden to every dweller, as near as may be in the 


form that Mr. John Wenock's charity houſes now are. 
And I do alfo appoint one of the ſaĩd truſtees yearly, 
and every year to take the rents, and do ſee to the 
repairs of the ſaid farmes and houſe, and to pay to 
each of the poor men their weekly maintenance al- 
lowed aforeſaid, and lay into each their chaldron of 
"oak, as Mr. Faves . now do. The Hirſt 


; A 's 4 


2 1 the increaſe of td ale h the 5 . 
years,. together with the 1601. left by Mr. Henry Dobby, the above-mentioned 

men receive i all 38. 6d. per week ; and alſo by the three additional donations 3 0 
ing to 800l. left to Mr, John Wenock's houſes, the truſtees are 2 to allow the 


* A 


tæuſtee nominated to pay the firſt year, and the reſt in 


order as named; and I do allow them and each of 
them for their trouble the year they ſerve, 11. 18. out 
of the rents of the ſaid farmes and houſes. And when 


i ſhall happen that any of one of the truſtees ſhall dye, 


my will is, that the reſt ſurviveing ſhall proceed to the 
choice of another in his room as ſoon as may be, the 
major part to decide the choice. My will is, that no 
children be admitted into any of the ſaid apartments,. 

I alfo give out of the ſaid rents 108. yearly to be paid 
to a good preacher, choſen by the truſtees to preach, 
a ſermon to the ſaid poor men every New-year's day. 
And I give 20s. every year for a dinner to the poor 
men, or any of the truſtees that will be there every. 
New-year's. day, except it falls on the Lord's-day, 
and then I vill, that the ſaid ſermon and en * 
an the Monday, the day following,” | 


Mr. Henry Dobby left alſo One e hundred pounds 
to this Ny 


© killer the above-mentioned en charttabla 
8 there were alms-houſes without endow- 
ment, particularly in the pariſnes of St. Mary, St. Pe- 
ter, Holy Trinity, St. Nicolas, St. . and St. 
Martin. | | F 


4 


— — 
Account if the Free-School. | 


ans ſchool was firſt endowed in the thirry-firſt 
"of "_ Henry VIII. 1539, hut queen Elizabeth- | 
xf 2 finding 


£153 
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#ading chat the baitiffs and commodity of the * 


of Colcheſter had not ſettled or appropriated any of 


the revenues according to king Henry's intention, his 
letrers patent was ſurrendered to her, and ſhe accor- 


dingly granted new ones, in the twenty-feventh of her 


reign, 1535, which grant was the chantry of St. Helen 


and the chantry in the church of St. Mary at the Walls; 


and the meſſuages, lands, tenements, meadows, paſtures, 
woods, rents, reverſions, ſervices, and other heredita- 


ments belonging to the above chantries, for the edu- 


eating of ſixteen free ſcholars in the art of grammar 


for ever, and an houſe for the reſident of the ſchool- 
maſter, which is fituated behind the church of All- 


Saints. The maſter for the time being to have, poſſeſs, 


and enjoy the faid meſſuages, &c. and to take and 


receive the rents, iſſues and profits thereof to his own 
uſe, the amount of the ſame being about 601. per ann. 
The election for the F is in the free EN at 
large. 


Robert Lewis, 8 fellow of St. John $ college, 
Cambridge, and for ſome time preacher at St. Peter's 


in this town, and Mary his wife; who were both born 


and brought up in Colcheſter, did by will, dated Oct. 
12, 1620, give One hundred pounds to the uſe of the 


ſaid college, for founding a ſcholarſhip therein, for 


the maintenance of a ſcholar for ever; the bailiffs and 


7 commonaliy, for, and in conſideration of the ſum of 


100l. received of the executors to the above will, did 
give and grant to the ſaid maſter, fellows and ſcholars; 
one annuity or yearly rene of 7l. iſſuing out of the cer 


3 rok 2 * I 1 3 | tain 
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tain lands called Marks, in the hamlet of + Mile-end; 
the maſter and ſeniors of the ſaid college are to make 
choice of a ſcholar, formeily of the free-ſchool. of 
Colcheſter, and the ſon. of a free * of che lame 
town. 


* 


3 711 — I 3 
Charity Schools. e nl 


HE ert ſchools that were ſet up in this town wid 

about the year 1708 or 17509, belonging to the 
eſtabliſhed church, one for boys and the other*for 
girls, which contain at preſent fifty boys; and twenty 
girls, who are taught and educated, but not boarded. 
The maſter's ſalary is 60l. a year, and the miſtreſs's 
161. each allowed houſe and firing. The houſe was 
purchaſed with 100l. by Mr. mort Ruſh of ba a] 

1711. . Oe T's 


* 


R. 
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Some few benefaQtions re been left, but are chiefly- 


i” . by n and voluntary een , 


| The proteſtant 1 have alſo three ſchools i in | 
| this town; the Independents two, one for boys and 
| another for girls; there are at preſent twenty-five boys, 
and twenty girls. The maſter's ſalary is 2gl. a year, 
and the miſtreſs's 13l.— The other ſchool is for boys 
oilly, belonging to the Preſbeterians; at preſent there 
are eighteen boys; the maſter's ſalary for which i is 181. A 
a ear. Mr. Henry Dobby left gol. to this ſchool, =» 
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Antiquities, Roman IO Coins: 5 
Medals, &c. found in and about Col- 
echeſter. 


"HERE are more Roman remains in and about 

this town, than in any other part of South Britain; 
nay, we may juſtly affirm, than in any other part of 
Europe out of the Italian dominions, wherein ſtogd - 8 
Rome, the centre of glory, and the metropolis of that 
great empire. For here immenſe quantities of Roman 
bricks and tiles are to be ſeen incorporated, or rather 
the chief materials, i in all our moſt ancient and public 
edifices. 'The town wall, the caſtle and the churches 
are half built with them, and. i in ſeveral Parts thereof 
the Roman workmanſhip i is alſo copied. The bricks 
are generally about eighteen inches long, eleven broad, 
and two thick, exceeding hard and well baked; and 
the tiles are much more ſubſtantial than thoſe at pre- 
ſent uſed in our flight and Ailing buildings. OO 


The Supellex Romana of all kinds ſtill. abounds itz, 
| us; hardiy any places. being dug uh without diſcovers: 
_ ing urns, vaſes; and potterie of all ſorts; or at} leaſt; 
fragments of them; among which is a great deal. of the, 
me glaſed and red ware, * the me, 
of thoſe as ants from Ching - od noh is aig 


- Sepul ch urns, wich the CET Grein! are fr equihity* 


' found; as alſo lamps, rings, Integlia? 5, ſtyles, chains, 
: Suhig Pha | | and 


( 
and fuch other work. A remarkable ſepulchral url 
in particular was taken up here ſome years ago; it 
was a large veſſel, wade of thick coarſe light clay, con- 
taining twenty gallons; within which there was an urn 
of black earth, holding about two gallons, and baving 
in it the aſhes of a Roman lady, as may be ſuppoſed, 
becauſe there were alſo with it two, bottles of clay for 
incenſe, two clay lamps, one metal veſſel for ointment, 
and a ſpeculum of poliſhed metal, anciently uſed for 

2 -A looking-glaſs. This apparatus undoubtedly belong- 
ed to a lady, it being the cuſtom among the Romans, \ 
to bury with the deceaſed ſuch things as were dear to 
them white alive. 


7 


In 1738, juſt within St. bet bee were found 
ener urns, a Roman lamp, ſome pieces of meked 
metal, and two coins of Domitian. 


— 


R little brafs Mercury was alſo found bete ſometime 
ago, and was in the poſſeſſion of the moſt worthy 
George Holmes, gent. e eee of the records. | 
in the hier: | 


. 
of: eee, 39, ts Was 13 in a 3 near mis 

town, a fragment of a ſmall image ſeemipg to 'be Venus, - 
* a little urn holding about half a Pint. 


As to the moſaic or teſſellated payements; chere of 
Fr in the 'church-yard of St. Mary at the Walls, of 
which pieces are frequently diſcovered, when graves 
are dug in a quite freſh place. It ſeems to have been a 
very large one, or rather more chan one pavement 
N | for 


| 15 the pieces 8 are at a a confderable diftance 
from each other. 


. 111 


There bas 2 allo Wore others rl] in various 
parts of the town, particularly one in the Cherry-gar- 
den belopging to the rector of St. Mary's. —Another 
in Berry- field, in St. James' 8 pariſh, diſcovered by 
George Wegg, Efq .—Alſo one in the Queen 's-head 
inn, in the High-ſtreet, when a ſtable was pulled down, 
which was ſuppoſed to be an old Roman building.— 

f Another was likewiſe found on the ſouth fide of the 
Red-lion inn, when part of it was converted into an 
Iron-warchouſe.—Another was diſcovered juſt below 

the Caſtle-hills.—One was alſo found by the workmerl 
at, the rebuilding of Dr. Daniell's houſe, together with 


an earthen urn holding about a n as alſo a metal 
one. | | | 


a * - 
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A 'F galls. FR beginning of this year, [2739] one was 
diſcovered i in the garden of Mr. Peter Creffeild, in the 
pariſh of H. Trinity. It was near three feet under the 
ſurkace of the ground; the breadth of it was about 
three feet, and the length fifteen, but it ſeemed to 
have been damaged on the ſides; in the earth which 
Was flung up, there was the bottom, and other frag- 
ments of a fine figured urn of red earth, upon one of 


- which fragments was repreſented the head of Jupiter. 


There was alſo the\bottom of another urn found, 92 
'@ coin of Conſtantine j Junior. 


- a 
£  4a# 3% og * 12 . a * 


: As to Roman coins and medats, immenſe numbers, 
nay vuſhels have been found in and about this town 
* | Antiegts 


90 


: 


conclude our hiſtory with a ſhort, but conciſe deſcrip- 


brevity in deſcription, and utility in election, that he 


| 5 thoſe publications of a more eee e 


| foot 8, OT, Pelham” s-lane, and almoſt oppoſite to the | 


back, or ſouthern. part of the ſame, was built of a 


owner John Laurence; and then the bottom cell of 


N | | 8 g | was 


G—— 
"Ancient Dates upon two Houſes, 


CE 


Particularly 1990. 55 55 7 


AVING now gone through the general heads rea 
- lating to Colcheſter and its Antiquities, we ſhall 


tion of theſe two houſes, which when done, we hope 
he uſefulneſs of this little publication will recommend 
it to the attention ef pur candid Readers; ; and although : 
the Editor is aware of ſome individuals becoming « con- 
temners of this work on account of its ſmallneſs, yet 
he aſſures the Subſcribers, that he has in each particu- 
lar, neglected nothing that may be conducive of ren- 
dering to them every information worthy their regard; 
and as it was his wiſh not to furniſh the work with 
materials of no conſequence, ſo he has conſulted that 


doubts not of as amply ſatisfying the enquiring mind, 


. 


This Jute, formerly. flood. on, a W 7 of a+ 
houſe in the High-ltreet, near the corner of White, 


Moot-hall. That north front was of timber, but the. 


mixture of Roman brick and ſtone, This houſe, was. 
taken down about the year 1730, and rebuilt by the 


the window on which the. date in queſtion is carve," 


DE IE CINE 
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was placed as the cell of a window on the ſoutti ſide 


of the new houſe, in an inner yard. In the ſame yard 


there are three more window cells in the ſame ſtyle, 
and with the ſame ſort of work as this; on two of them 
are carved the arms of Colcheſter, i in two o eſcutcheons, 


as is alſo this date on one. W vers ty 


The firſt who took notice of this date, was the Rev. 


Mr. Thomas Luf kin; his deſign was to confirm there- | 
by the opinion of the learned Dr. John Wallis ; but 
fo Riff was Mr. Lufkin in his opinion, that the quel- 


tioning of it gave him great uncaſineſs, 


The next time was in the Bibliotheca Literaria, upon 


ick occaſion, a gentleman ſomewhat differed in o- 


pinion, with both the before- mentioned, he making it 


to be 1433; but as the figures have been for a great 
number of years defaced, it is impoſſible for us to de- 
termine; but it was the general opinion, that it was 

1490, particularly by the learned Dr. 7 and 100 5 
John Ward. 


There is another in his 2 on the . of 
Norh-hill, over a door leading into the Ciſtern-yard, 
but it appears ws that was 5 built i in unde year 1497. 


